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Public Records Request  #2425-195 

Date of request   Mar. 10, 2025 

 

Requested Records: 

* emails in possession of Portland Public Schools employee Suzanna Kassouf 
between May 1, 2024 and November 1, 2024 that contain the terms:  

- Israel 

- Palestine 

- Hamas 

- Gaza 

- Apartheid 

- Settler 

- Colonial 

- Antisemitism 

- Islamophobia 

- Zionism 

- Divest 

- Genocide 

 

Responsive records are enclosed on following pages. 

 



From: Michael Williams on behalf of Michael Williams <mlwilliams@pps.net>
To: Sara Deede; Angela DiPasquale; Mikaila Donaldson; Donald Gavitte; Jackson Gilbert; Suzanna Kassouf; David

LaPorte; Karen Lefere; Abraham Maletz; Jeremy Reinholt; Carmel Ross; Gerald Scrutchions; Anne St Amant;
Russell Peterson; Andee Short; Michael Williams; Morgan Hallabrin

Subject: Newest Social Studies State Standards Draft
Date: Wednesday, May 1, 2024 8:31:55 AM
Attachments: 2024 Draft Oregon Social Studies Standards.pdf

Social Studies department folks,

Attached is the draft of the new standards that we will soon be responsible for.

I will be using the adoption of the new standards as an opportunity to reexamine the course
content.

It would be nice if we could use this as an opportunity to create both rubrics and exam
questions that we will use in concert with one-another in shared courses. 

I would think the first step would be to assign standards to specific required courses and then
draft the rubrics and exam questions to fit those courses. 

Assigning the standard to a specific course does not limit that standard to just that one course,
but rather assigns the teacher of that course the responsibility to prioritize those specific
standards and ensure that students who earn credit for the course have met at least those
standards.

Michael Williams
Currently reading Elizabeth Strout's Olive Kitteridge 



From: Suzanna Kassouf on behalf of Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net>
To: Jeremy Reinholt
Subject: Re: Essay regarding Israel/Gaza
Date: Wednesday, May 1, 2024 10:31:12 AM

<3333
apple

Ms. Kassouf
9th Grade Inquiry
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White Kids Feel
Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

On Wed, May 1, 2024 at 10:30 AM Jeremy Reinholt <jreinhol@pps.net> wrote:
Michael - 

What was your intended purpose in sending this to the department?

On Tue, Apr 30, 2024 at 10:04 AM Michael Williams <mlwilliams@pps.net> wrote:
Wood, Graeme. “Charge Palestine With Genocide, Too.” Ideas, The Atlantic, 30 April
2024, https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2024/04/icj-genocide-cases-israel-
palestine/678235/. Accessed 30 April 2024.

It seems obvious but also exposes the difficulties of the idea. It also highlights how people's
perspectives influence their desired actions.

My perspective is:

The Likud Party has long been the center of the problem
Netanyahu leading Likud only compounds everything that has led to the atrocities
currently being perpetrated
Hamas is an organization that may have been born out of necessity
Hamas have violated international humanitarian laws as well and should be held
accountable for their actions but I do not know what court could take the case
Israel has far greater power in the situation and therefore has a greater responsibility
The US was a horrible history of using military solutions for every problem
Judaism is not the Israeli government and the state of Israel is not Judaism.
Islam is not Hamas and Hamas is not Islam
Both Likud and Hamas mis-use religion for their specific benefit
Hamas's authority in Palestine is complicated



Michael Williams
Currently reading Elizabeth Strout's Olive Kitteridge 

-- 
Number of students = 178

Room 229

"Not everything that is faced can be changed, but nothing can be changed until it is
faced." - James Baldwin

"The academy is not paradise.  But learning is a place where paradise can be created. 
The classroom, with all its limitations, remains a location of possibility.  In that field of
possibility we have the opportunity to labor for freedom, to demand of ourselves and our
comrades, an openness of mind and heart that allows us to face reality even as we
collectively imagine ways to move beyond boundaries, to transgress.  This is education as
the practice of freedom." - bell hooks



From: Suzanna Kassouf on behalf of Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net>
To: Jeremy Reinholt
Subject: Re: Essay regarding Israel/Gaza
Date: Wednesday, May 1, 2024 10:31:41 AM

It's infuriating!!!!!

apple

Ms. Kassouf
9th Grade Inquiry
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White Kids Feel
Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

On Wed, May 1, 2024 at 10:31 AM Jeremy Reinholt <jreinhol@pps.net> wrote:
I just... like... *why* would you share this?

On Tue, Apr 30, 2024 at 2:31 PM Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net> wrote:

apple

Ms. Kassouf
9th Grade Inquiry
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White Kids
Feel Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

On Tue, Apr 30, 2024 at 10:04 AM Michael Williams <mlwilliams@pps.net> wrote:
Wood, Graeme. “Charge Palestine With Genocide, Too.” Ideas, The Atlantic, 30 April
2024, https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2024/04/icj-genocide-cases-israel-
palestine/678235/. Accessed 30 April 2024.



It seems obvious but also exposes the difficulties of the idea. It also highlights how people's
perspectives influence their desired actions.

My perspective is:

The Likud Party has long been the center of the problem
Netanyahu leading Likud only compounds everything that has led to the atrocities
currently being perpetrated
Hamas is an organization that may have been born out of necessity
Hamas have violated international humanitarian laws as well and should be held
accountable for their actions but I do not know what court could take the case
Israel has far greater power in the situation and therefore has a greater responsibility
The US was a horrible history of using military solutions for every problem
Judaism is not the Israeli government and the state of Israel is not Judaism.
Islam is not Hamas and Hamas is not Islam
Both Likud and Hamas mis-use religion for their specific benefit
Hamas's authority in Palestine is complicated

Michael Williams
Currently reading Elizabeth Strout's Olive Kitteridge 

-- 
Number of students = 178

Room 229

"Not everything that is faced can be changed, but nothing can be changed until it is
faced." - James Baldwin

"The academy is not paradise.  But learning is a place where paradise can be created. 
The classroom, with all its limitations, remains a location of possibility.  In that field of
possibility we have the opportunity to labor for freedom, to demand of ourselves and our
comrades, an openness of mind and heart that allows us to face reality even as we
collectively imagine ways to move beyond boundaries, to transgress.  This is education as
the practice of freedom." - bell hooks







From: Jeremy Reinholt on behalf of Jeremy Reinholt <jreinhol@pps.net>
To: Suzanna Kassouf
Subject: Re: Essay regarding Israel/Gaza
Date: Wednesday, May 1, 2024 10:35:35 AM

Yeah, I can't even with this.

On Wed, May 1, 2024 at 10:32 AM Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net> wrote:
34,000 Palestinians killed and THIS is the article you felt compelled to share with the social
studies dept!?!?!??!

apple

Ms. Kassouf
9th Grade Inquiry
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White Kids
Feel Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

On Wed, May 1, 2024 at 10:31 AM Jeremy Reinholt <jreinhol@pps.net> wrote:
I just... like... *why* would you share this?

On Tue, Apr 30, 2024 at 2:31 PM Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net> wrote:

apple

Ms. Kassouf
9th Grade Inquiry
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White
Kids Feel Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

On Tue, Apr 30, 2024 at 10:04 AM Michael Williams <mlwilliams@pps.net> wrote:



Wood, Graeme. “Charge Palestine With Genocide, Too.” Ideas, The Atlantic, 30
April 2024, https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2024/04/icj-genocide-cases-
israel-palestine/678235/. Accessed 30 April 2024.

It seems obvious but also exposes the difficulties of the idea. It also highlights how
people's perspectives influence their desired actions.

My perspective is:

The Likud Party has long been the center of the problem
Netanyahu leading Likud only compounds everything that has led to the atrocities
currently being perpetrated
Hamas is an organization that may have been born out of necessity
Hamas have violated international humanitarian laws as well and should be held
accountable for their actions but I do not know what court could take the case
Israel has far greater power in the situation and therefore has a greater
responsibility
The US was a horrible history of using military solutions for every problem
Judaism is not the Israeli government and the state of Israel is not Judaism.
Islam is not Hamas and Hamas is not Islam
Both Likud and Hamas mis-use religion for their specific benefit
Hamas's authority in Palestine is complicated

Michael Williams
Currently reading Elizabeth Strout's Olive Kitteridge 

-- 
Number of students = 178

Room 229

"Not everything that is faced can be changed, but nothing can be changed until it is
faced." - James Baldwin

"The academy is not paradise.  But learning is a place where paradise can be created. 
The classroom, with all its limitations, remains a location of possibility.  In that field of
possibility we have the opportunity to labor for freedom, to demand of ourselves and our
comrades, an openness of mind and heart that allows us to face reality even as we
collectively imagine ways to move beyond boundaries, to transgress.  This is education
as the practice of freedom." - bell hooks

-- 
Number of students = 178

Room 229

"Not everything that is faced can be changed, but nothing can be changed until it is faced."



- James Baldwin

"The academy is not paradise.  But learning is a place where paradise can be created.  The
classroom, with all its limitations, remains a location of possibility.  In that field of
possibility we have the opportunity to labor for freedom, to demand of ourselves and our
comrades, an openness of mind and heart that allows us to face reality even as we
collectively imagine ways to move beyond boundaries, to transgress.  This is education as
the practice of freedom." - bell hooks



From: Suzanna Kassouf on behalf of Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net>
To: Michelle Nicola
Subject: Fwd: Essay regarding Israel/Gaza
Date: Wednesday, May 1, 2024 10:53:27 AM
Attachments: Charge Palestine With Genocide, Too - The Atlantic.pdf

apple

Ms. Kassouf
9th Grade Inquiry
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White Kids Feel
Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Michael Williams <mlwilliams@pps.net>
Date: Tue, Apr 30, 2024 at 10:04 AM
Subject: Essay regarding Israel/Gaza
To: Sara Deede <sdeede@pps.net>, Angela DiPasquale <adipasquale@pps.net>, Mikaila
Donaldson <mdonaldson@pps.net>, Donald Gavitte <dgavitte@pps.net>, Jackson Gilbert
<jagilbert@pps.net>, Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net>, David LaPorte
<dalaporte@pps.net>, Karen Lefere <klefere@pps.net>, Abraham Maletz
<amaletz@pps.net>, Jeremy Reinholt <jreinhol@pps.net>, Carmel Ross <cross1@pps.net>,
Gerald Scrutchions <gscrutchions@pps.net>, Anne St Amant <astamant@pps.net>, Russell
Peterson <rpeterso@pps.net>, Andee Short <ashort1@pps.net>, Michael Williams
<mlwilliams@pps.net>

Wood, Graeme. “Charge Palestine With Genocide, Too.” Ideas, The Atlantic, 30 April 2024,
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2024/04/icj-genocide-cases-israel-
palestine/678235/. Accessed 30 April 2024.

It seems obvious but also exposes the difficulties of the idea. It also highlights how people's
perspectives influence their desired actions.

My perspective is:

The Likud Party has long been the center of the problem
Netanyahu leading Likud only compounds everything that has led to the atrocities currently
being perpetrated
Hamas is an organization that may have been born out of necessity



Hamas have violated international humanitarian laws as well and should be held
accountable for their actions but I do not know what court could take the case
Israel has far greater power in the situation and therefore has a greater responsibility
The US was a horrible history of using military solutions for every problem
Judaism is not the Israeli government and the state of Israel is not Judaism.
Islam is not Hamas and Hamas is not Islam
Both Likud and Hamas mis-use religion for their specific benefit
Hamas's authority in Palestine is complicated

Michael Williams
Currently reading Elizabeth Strout's Olive Kitteridge 





















From: Suzanna Kassouf on behalf of Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net>
To: Julia Kirkpatrick
Subject: Re: Essay regarding Israel/Gaza
Date: Wednesday, May 1, 2024 1:48:49 PM

TRULY!!
apple

Ms. Kassouf
9th Grade Inquiry
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White Kids Feel
Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

On Wed, May 1, 2024 at 12:26 PM Julia Kirkpatrick <jkirkpatrick@pps.net> wrote:
1,000000000000000000000000000 eye rolls

On Wed, May 1, 2024 at 10:42 AM Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net> wrote:

apple

Ms. Kassouf
9th Grade Inquiry
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White Kids
Feel Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Michael Williams <mlwilliams@pps.net>
Date: Tue, Apr 30, 2024 at 10:04 AM
Subject: Essay regarding Israel/Gaza
To: Sara Deede <sdeede@pps.net>, Angela DiPasquale <adipasquale@pps.net>, Mikaila
Donaldson <mdonaldson@pps.net>, Donald Gavitte <dgavitte@pps.net>, Jackson Gilbert



<jagilbert@pps.net>, Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net>, David LaPorte
<dalaporte@pps.net>, Karen Lefere <klefere@pps.net>, Abraham Maletz
<amaletz@pps.net>, Jeremy Reinholt <jreinhol@pps.net>, Carmel Ross
<cross1@pps.net>, Gerald Scrutchions <gscrutchions@pps.net>, Anne St Amant
<astamant@pps.net>, Russell Peterson <rpeterso@pps.net>, Andee Short
<ashort1@pps.net>, Michael Williams <mlwilliams@pps.net>

Wood, Graeme. “Charge Palestine With Genocide, Too.” Ideas, The Atlantic, 30 April
2024, https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2024/04/icj-genocide-cases-israel-
palestine/678235/. Accessed 30 April 2024.

It seems obvious but also exposes the difficulties of the idea. It also highlights how people's
perspectives influence their desired actions.

My perspective is:

The Likud Party has long been the center of the problem
Netanyahu leading Likud only compounds everything that has led to the atrocities
currently being perpetrated
Hamas is an organization that may have been born out of necessity
Hamas have violated international humanitarian laws as well and should be held
accountable for their actions but I do not know what court could take the case
Israel has far greater power in the situation and therefore has a greater responsibility
The US was a horrible history of using military solutions for every problem
Judaism is not the Israeli government and the state of Israel is not Judaism.
Islam is not Hamas and Hamas is not Islam
Both Likud and Hamas mis-use religion for their specific benefit
Hamas's authority in Palestine is complicated

Michael Williams
Currently reading Elizabeth Strout's Olive Kitteridge 

-- 
Julia Kirkpatrick
she/her 
English Language Arts
Grant High School 
Current case load: 136
Check out my classroom library wish list!

Currently reading: 
Tomorrow and Tomorrow and Tomorrow, Becky Chambers (audiobook via Libby)
Loaners: The Making of a Street Library, Ben Hodgson & Laura Moulton



From: Michela Byrne on behalf of Michela Byrne <mibyrne@pps.net>
To: Suzanna Kassouf
Subject: Re: poetry ideas
Date: Wednesday, May 1, 2024 4:01:42 PM

Beautiful!  Thank you!

On Wed, May 1, 2024 at 12:12 PM Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net> wrote:
Here's another poem I love! https://ayinpress.org/summons/
apple

Ms. Kassouf
9th Grade Inquiry
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White Kids
Feel Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

On Thu, Apr 18, 2024 at 11:06 AM Michela Byrne <mibyrne@pps.net> wrote:
Thanks Susie!  I have a copy of Teaching for Joy and Justice so I will look that up! 
Thank you!!

Michela 

On Wed, Apr 17, 2024 at 12:16 PM Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net> wrote:
Hey Michela!

I hope you're having a nice week so far!

Anis Morgan (I'm sure you know - Oregon's Poet Laureate) has been writing some
beautiful poetry about Palestine. I just came across this gorgeous poem he read at a
healthcare workers for Palestine event.

Also here is the Refaat Alareer poem I mentioned:

If I must die,
you must life
to tell my story
to sell my things
to buy a piece of cloth
and some strings,
(make it white with a long tail)
so that a child, somewhere in Gaza



while looking heaven in the eye
awaiting his dad who left in a blaze - 
and bid no one farewell
not even his flesh
not even to himself - 
sees the kite, the kite you made, flying up above
and thinks for a moment and angel is there bringing back love
If I must die
let it bring hope
let it be a tale

Alareer was killed by Israel along with his brother, his sister and her four children. He
was just 44 years old. He also co-founded this amazing organization.

One idea might be writing "Write that I..." poems using We Are Not Numbers. Will text
you a picture describing Linda Christensen's Write That I poems...

Warmly,
Suzie
apple

Ms. Kassouf
9th Grade Inquiry
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White
Kids Feel Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

-- 
Ms. Michela Byrne 
English Language Arts
Grant High School
She/her 

-- 
Ms. Michela Byrne 
English Language Arts
Grant High School
She/her 











From: Suzanna Kassouf on behalf of Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net>
To: Julia Kirkpatrick
Subject: Fwd: Essay regarding Israel/Gaza
Date: Thursday, May 2, 2024 12:09:36 PM

apple

Ms. Kassouf
9th Grade Inquiry
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White Kids Feel
Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Angela DiPasquale <adipasquale@pps.net>
Date: Thu, May 2, 2024 at 11:55 AM
Subject: Re: Essay regarding Israel/Gaza
To: Michael Williams <mlwilliams@pps.net>
Cc: Sara Deede <sdeede@pps.net>, Mikaila Donaldson <mdonaldson@pps.net>, Donald
Gavitte <dgavitte@pps.net>, Jackson Gilbert <jagilbert@pps.net>, Suzanna Kassouf
<skassouf@pps.net>, David LaPorte <dalaporte@pps.net>, Karen Lefere <klefere@pps.net>,
Abraham Maletz <amaletz@pps.net>, Jeremy Reinholt <jreinhol@pps.net>, Carmel Ross
<cross1@pps.net>, Gerald Scrutchions <gscrutchions@pps.net>, Anne St Amant
<astamant@pps.net>, Russell Peterson <rpeterso@pps.net>, Andee Short <ashort1@pps.net>

Thanks for sharing this article and your thoughts. It is in my will read it queue.

Angela DiPasquale
Constitution Team 
Gov/Econ & U.S. History
Grant High School
adipasquale@pps.net

On Tue, Apr 30, 2024 at 10:04 AM Michael Williams <mlwilliams@pps.net> wrote:
Wood, Graeme. “Charge Palestine With Genocide, Too.” Ideas, The Atlantic, 30 April
2024, https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2024/04/icj-genocide-cases-israel-
palestine/678235/. Accessed 30 April 2024.



It seems obvious but also exposes the difficulties of the idea. It also highlights how people's
perspectives influence their desired actions.

My perspective is:

The Likud Party has long been the center of the problem
Netanyahu leading Likud only compounds everything that has led to the atrocities
currently being perpetrated
Hamas is an organization that may have been born out of necessity
Hamas have violated international humanitarian laws as well and should be held
accountable for their actions but I do not know what court could take the case
Israel has far greater power in the situation and therefore has a greater responsibility
The US was a horrible history of using military solutions for every problem
Judaism is not the Israeli government and the state of Israel is not Judaism.
Islam is not Hamas and Hamas is not Islam
Both Likud and Hamas mis-use religion for their specific benefit
Hamas's authority in Palestine is complicated

Michael Williams
Currently reading Elizabeth Strout's Olive Kitteridge 



From: Julia Kirkpatrick on behalf of Julia Kirkpatrick <jkirkpatrick@pps.net>
To: Suzanna Kassouf
Subject: Re: Essay regarding Israel/Gaza
Date: Thursday, May 2, 2024 12:43:47 PM

Right? I'm surprised at them

On Thu, May 2, 2024 at 12:21 PM Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net> wrote:
This is why I feel isolated in the department. I thought maybe those two, of all people, might
be on my side?

apple

Ms. Kassouf
9th Grade Inquiry
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White Kids
Feel Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

On Thu, May 2, 2024 at 12:19 PM Julia Kirkpatrick <jkirkpatrick@pps.net> wrote:
Huh

On Thu, May 2, 2024 at 12:09 PM Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net> wrote:

apple

Ms. Kassouf
9th Grade Inquiry
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White
Kids Feel Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

---------- Forwarded message ---------



From: Anne St Amant <astamant@pps.net>
Date: Thu, May 2, 2024 at 11:55 AM
Subject: Re: Essay regarding Israel/Gaza
To: Michael Williams <mlwilliams@pps.net>
Cc: Abraham Maletz <amaletz@pps.net>, Andee Short <ashort1@pps.net>, Angela
DiPasquale <adipasquale@pps.net>, Carmel Ross <cross1@pps.net>, David LaPorte
<dalaporte@pps.net>, Donald Gavitte <dgavitte@pps.net>, Gerald Scrutchions
<gscrutchions@pps.net>, Jackson Gilbert <jagilbert@pps.net>, Jeremy Reinholt
<jreinhol@pps.net>, Karen Lefere <klefere@pps.net>, Mikaila Donaldson
<mdonaldson@pps.net>, Russell Peterson <rpeterso@pps.net>, Sara Deede
<sdeede@pps.net>, Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net>

Thanks for the essay.

Anne St. Amant
Grant High School
AP Seminar
AP Human Geography

On Tue, Apr 30, 2024 at 10:04 AM Michael Williams <mlwilliams@pps.net> wrote:
Wood, Graeme. “Charge Palestine With Genocide, Too.” Ideas, The Atlantic, 30
April 2024, https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2024/04/icj-genocide-cases-
israel-palestine/678235/. Accessed 30 April 2024.

It seems obvious but also exposes the difficulties of the idea. It also highlights how
people's perspectives influence their desired actions.

My perspective is:

The Likud Party has long been the center of the problem
Netanyahu leading Likud only compounds everything that has led to the atrocities
currently being perpetrated
Hamas is an organization that may have been born out of necessity
Hamas have violated international humanitarian laws as well and should be held
accountable for their actions but I do not know what court could take the case
Israel has far greater power in the situation and therefore has a greater
responsibility
The US was a horrible history of using military solutions for every problem
Judaism is not the Israeli government and the state of Israel is not Judaism.
Islam is not Hamas and Hamas is not Islam
Both Likud and Hamas mis-use religion for their specific benefit
Hamas's authority in Palestine is complicated

Michael Williams
Currently reading Elizabeth Strout's Olive Kitteridge 

-- 



Julia Kirkpatrick
she/her 
English Language Arts
Grant High School 
Current case load: 136
Check out my classroom library wish list!

Currently reading: 
Tomorrow and Tomorrow and Tomorrow, Becky Chambers (audiobook via Libby)
Loaners: The Making of a Street Library, Ben Hodgson & Laura Moulton

-- 
Julia Kirkpatrick
she/her 
English Language Arts
Grant High School 
Current case load: 136
Check out my classroom library wish list!

Currently reading: 
Tomorrow and Tomorrow and Tomorrow, Becky Chambers (audiobook via Libby)
Loaners: The Making of a Street Library, Ben Hodgson & Laura Moulton



From: Suzanna Kassouf on behalf of Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net>
To: Julia Kirkpatrick
Subject: Fwd: Essay regarding Israel/Gaza
Date: Thursday, May 2, 2024 1:38:06 PM

I can't take this anymore.
apple

Ms. Kassouf
9th Grade Inquiry
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White Kids Feel
Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

On Thu, May 2, 2024 at 1:31 PM Andee Short <ashort1@pps.net> wrote:
I also agree based on Michael's and Russ' summaries and takeaways, this is an important and
interesting take on the issue.  Like Angela, I have not yet been able to sit down and read the
article, but plan to read it when I have time to give it the attention it deserves.  

I appreciate you sending this Michael.  Thank you

On Thu, May 2, 2024 at 1:27 PM Russell Peterson <rpeterso@pps.net> wrote:
Thanks for sharing - super interesting take on the situation -
particularly relevant to my classes as we're mid-way into a unit on
genocide, and what is happening in Gaza is a topic to which we often
relate back - especially the issue of "intent" as it relates genocide.  That
"the case is going forward almost as if the Gaza war were not preced by,
and in relation for, an attack that itself resembled genocide" certainly
muddies the water - but (as the piece rightly points out) Hamas is not a
state - which also complicates things.  I am reminded here of America's
choice to go after al Qaeda in Afghanistan in October, 2001; one would
think Israel would've taken a lesson on what *not* to do after that
debacle.  Clearly not.

I think a better case would be to bring the issue before the ICC - where
individuals can be held to account. On my short list for this is Netanyahu,
as well as the members of Likud AND the leadership of Hamas.  But I



always appreciate a thought-provoking essay.

-  RP

On Thu, May 2, 2024 at 11:55 AM Anne St Amant <astamant@pps.net> wrote:
Thanks for the essay.

Anne St. Amant
Grant High School
AP Seminar
AP Human Geography

On Tue, Apr 30, 2024 at 10:04 AM Michael Williams <mlwilliams@pps.net> wrote:
Wood, Graeme. “Charge Palestine With Genocide, Too.” Ideas, The Atlantic, 30
April 2024, https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2024/04/icj-genocide-cases-
israel-palestine/678235/. Accessed 30 April 2024.

It seems obvious but also exposes the difficulties of the idea. It also highlights how
people's perspectives influence their desired actions.

My perspective is:

The Likud Party has long been the center of the problem
Netanyahu leading Likud only compounds everything that has led to the atrocities
currently being perpetrated
Hamas is an organization that may have been born out of necessity
Hamas have violated international humanitarian laws as well and should be held
accountable for their actions but I do not know what court could take the case
Israel has far greater power in the situation and therefore has a greater
responsibility
The US was a horrible history of using military solutions for every problem
Judaism is not the Israeli government and the state of Israel is not Judaism.
Islam is not Hamas and Hamas is not Islam
Both Likud and Hamas mis-use religion for their specific benefit
Hamas's authority in Palestine is complicated

Michael Williams
Currently reading Elizabeth Strout's Olive Kitteridge 

-- 
Andee Short
Social Studies Teacher
Grant High School



From: Suzanna Kassouf on behalf of Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net>
To: Bill Bigelow
Subject: Fwd: Essay regarding Israel/Gaza
Date: Thursday, May 2, 2024 1:40:50 PM

All the social studies teachers (except 1) chiming in to say how "important" this article is. I
hate being here.

apple

Ms. Kassouf
9th Grade Inquiry
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White Kids Feel
Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

On Thu, May 2, 2024 at 1:31 PM Andee Short <ashort1@pps.net> wrote:
I also agree based on Michael's and Russ' summaries and takeaways, this is an important and
interesting take on the issue.  Like Angela, I have not yet been able to sit down and read the
article, but plan to read it when I have time to give it the attention it deserves.  

I appreciate you sending this Michael.  Thank you

On Thu, May 2, 2024 at 1:27 PM Russell Peterson <rpeterso@pps.net> wrote:
Thanks for sharing - super interesting take on the situation -
particularly relevant to my classes as we're mid-way into a unit on
genocide, and what is happening in Gaza is a topic to which we often
relate back - especially the issue of "intent" as it relates genocide.  That
"the case is going forward almost as if the Gaza war were not preced by,
and in relation for, an attack that itself resembled genocide" certainly
muddies the water - but (as the piece rightly points out) Hamas is not a
state - which also complicates things.  I am reminded here of America's
choice to go after al Qaeda in Afghanistan in October, 2001; one would
think Israel would've taken a lesson on what *not* to do after that
debacle.  Clearly not.

I think a better case would be to bring the issue before the ICC - where
individuals can be held to account. On my short list for this is Netanyahu,



as well as the members of Likud AND the leadership of Hamas.  But I
always appreciate a thought-provoking essay.

-  RP

On Thu, May 2, 2024 at 11:55 AM Anne St Amant <astamant@pps.net> wrote:
Thanks for the essay.

Anne St. Amant
Grant High School
AP Seminar
AP Human Geography

On Tue, Apr 30, 2024 at 10:04 AM Michael Williams <mlwilliams@pps.net> wrote:
Wood, Graeme. “Charge Palestine With Genocide, Too.” Ideas, The Atlantic, 30
April 2024, https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2024/04/icj-genocide-cases-
israel-palestine/678235/. Accessed 30 April 2024.

It seems obvious but also exposes the difficulties of the idea. It also highlights how
people's perspectives influence their desired actions.

My perspective is:

The Likud Party has long been the center of the problem
Netanyahu leading Likud only compounds everything that has led to the atrocities
currently being perpetrated
Hamas is an organization that may have been born out of necessity
Hamas have violated international humanitarian laws as well and should be held
accountable for their actions but I do not know what court could take the case
Israel has far greater power in the situation and therefore has a greater
responsibility
The US was a horrible history of using military solutions for every problem
Judaism is not the Israeli government and the state of Israel is not Judaism.
Islam is not Hamas and Hamas is not Islam
Both Likud and Hamas mis-use religion for their specific benefit
Hamas's authority in Palestine is complicated

Michael Williams
Currently reading Elizabeth Strout's Olive Kitteridge 

-- 
Andee Short
Social Studies Teacher
Grant High School



From: Suzanna Kassouf on behalf of Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net>
To: Julia Kirkpatrick
Subject: I want to say this
Date: Thursday, May 2, 2024 1:54:14 PM

  34,000 Palestinians killed. Almost 14,000 CHILDREN with more than 12,000 injured (at the
beginning of April, 1 in 50 Gazan children had been killed or injured). 1.7 million Gazans
displaced. Over 70% of housing units in Gaza destroyed. ZERO universities left. Hospitals,
schools, religious sights bombed. All after 56 years of occupation and 16 years of a total
blockade of Gaza. And THIS is the conversation you all want to be having? Please remove me
from this email list.

What do you think?  
apple

Ms. Kassouf
9th Grade Inquiry
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White Kids Feel
Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish



From: Suzanna Kassouf on behalf of Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net>
To: Michelle Nicola
Subject: Fwd: Essay regarding Israel/Gaza
Date: Thursday, May 2, 2024 2:09:11 PM

I can't take this anymore!!!

apple

Ms. Kassouf
9th Grade Inquiry
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White Kids Feel
Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

On Thu, May 2, 2024 at 1:31 PM Andee Short <ashort1@pps.net> wrote:
I also agree based on Michael's and Russ' summaries and takeaways, this is an important and
interesting take on the issue.  Like Angela, I have not yet been able to sit down and read the
article, but plan to read it when I have time to give it the attention it deserves.  

I appreciate you sending this Michael.  Thank you

On Thu, May 2, 2024 at 1:27 PM Russell Peterson <rpeterso@pps.net> wrote:
Thanks for sharing - super interesting take on the situation -
particularly relevant to my classes as we're mid-way into a unit on
genocide, and what is happening in Gaza is a topic to which we often
relate back - especially the issue of "intent" as it relates genocide.  That
"the case is going forward almost as if the Gaza war were not preced by,
and in relation for, an attack that itself resembled genocide" certainly
muddies the water - but (as the piece rightly points out) Hamas is not a
state - which also complicates things.  I am reminded here of America's
choice to go after al Qaeda in Afghanistan in October, 2001; one would
think Israel would've taken a lesson on what *not* to do after that
debacle.  Clearly not.

I think a better case would be to bring the issue before the ICC - where
individuals can be held to account. On my short list for this is Netanyahu,
as well as the members of Likud AND the leadership of Hamas.  But I



always appreciate a thought-provoking essay.

-  RP

On Thu, May 2, 2024 at 11:55 AM Anne St Amant <astamant@pps.net> wrote:
Thanks for the essay.

Anne St. Amant
Grant High School
AP Seminar
AP Human Geography

On Tue, Apr 30, 2024 at 10:04 AM Michael Williams <mlwilliams@pps.net> wrote:
Wood, Graeme. “Charge Palestine With Genocide, Too.” Ideas, The Atlantic, 30
April 2024, https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2024/04/icj-genocide-cases-
israel-palestine/678235/. Accessed 30 April 2024.

It seems obvious but also exposes the difficulties of the idea. It also highlights how
people's perspectives influence their desired actions.

My perspective is:

The Likud Party has long been the center of the problem
Netanyahu leading Likud only compounds everything that has led to the atrocities
currently being perpetrated
Hamas is an organization that may have been born out of necessity
Hamas have violated international humanitarian laws as well and should be held
accountable for their actions but I do not know what court could take the case
Israel has far greater power in the situation and therefore has a greater
responsibility
The US was a horrible history of using military solutions for every problem
Judaism is not the Israeli government and the state of Israel is not Judaism.
Islam is not Hamas and Hamas is not Islam
Both Likud and Hamas mis-use religion for their specific benefit
Hamas's authority in Palestine is complicated

Michael Williams
Currently reading Elizabeth Strout's Olive Kitteridge 

-- 
Andee Short
Social Studies Teacher
Grant High School



From: Michael Yun on behalf of Michael Yun <
To: Suzanna Kassouf
Subject: Re: Essay regarding Israel/Gaza
Date: Thursday, May 2, 2024 2:45:53 PM

I can't believe this! Unbelievable responses from the other teachers! 

I think your response is good. Love you! 

On Thu, May 2, 2024 at 2:33 PM Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net> wrote:
I want to say this:

34,000 Palestinians killed. Almost 14,000 CHILDREN with more than 12,000 injured (at
the beginning of April, 1 in 50 Gazan children had been killed or injured). 1.7 million
Gazans displaced. Over 70% of housing units in Gaza destroyed. ZERO universities left.
Hospitals, schools, religious sights bombed. All after 56 years of occupation and 16 years of
a total blockade of Gaza. And THIS is the conversation you all want to be having? Please
remove me from this email list.

apple

Ms. Kassouf
9th Grade Inquiry
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White Kids
Feel Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Andee Short <ashort1@pps.net>
Date: Thu, May 2, 2024 at 1:31 PM
Subject: Re: Essay regarding Israel/Gaza
To: Russell Peterson <rpeterso@pps.net>
Cc: Anne St Amant <astamant@pps.net>, Michael Williams <mlwilliams@pps.net>,
Abraham Maletz <amaletz@pps.net>, Angela DiPasquale <adipasquale@pps.net>, Carmel
Ross <cross1@pps.net>, David LaPorte <dalaporte@pps.net>, Donald Gavitte
<dgavitte@pps.net>, Gerald Scrutchions <gscrutchions@pps.net>, Jackson Gilbert
<jagilbert@pps.net>, Jeremy Reinholt <jreinhol@pps.net>, Karen Lefere
<klefere@pps.net>, Mikaila Donaldson <mdonaldson@pps.net>, Sara Deede
<sdeede@pps.net>, Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net>

I also agree based on Michael's and Russ' summaries and takeaways, this is an important and



interesting take on the issue.  Like Angela, I have not yet been able to sit down and read the
article, but plan to read it when I have time to give it the attention it deserves.  

I appreciate you sending this Michael.  Thank you

On Thu, May 2, 2024 at 1:27 PM Russell Peterson <rpeterso@pps.net> wrote:
Thanks for sharing - super interesting take on the situation -
particularly relevant to my classes as we're mid-way into a unit on
genocide, and what is happening in Gaza is a topic to which we often
relate back - especially the issue of "intent" as it relates genocide.  That
"the case is going forward almost as if the Gaza war were not preced by,
and in relation for, an attack that itself resembled genocide" certainly
muddies the water - but (as the piece rightly points out) Hamas is not a
state - which also complicates things.  I am reminded here of America's
choice to go after al Qaeda in Afghanistan in October, 2001; one would
think Israel would've taken a lesson on what *not* to do after that
debacle.  Clearly not.

I think a better case would be to bring the issue before the ICC - where
individuals can be held to account. On my short list for this is Netanyahu,
as well as the members of Likud AND the leadership of Hamas.  But I
always appreciate a thought-provoking essay.

-  RP

On Thu, May 2, 2024 at 11:55 AM Anne St Amant <astamant@pps.net> wrote:
Thanks for the essay.

Anne St. Amant
Grant High School
AP Seminar
AP Human Geography

On Tue, Apr 30, 2024 at 10:04 AM Michael Williams <mlwilliams@pps.net> wrote:
Wood, Graeme. “Charge Palestine With Genocide, Too.” Ideas, The Atlantic, 30
April 2024, https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2024/04/icj-genocide-cases-
israel-palestine/678235/. Accessed 30 April 2024.

It seems obvious but also exposes the difficulties of the idea. It also highlights how
people's perspectives influence their desired actions.

My perspective is:



The Likud Party has long been the center of the problem
Netanyahu leading Likud only compounds everything that has led to the atrocities
currently being perpetrated
Hamas is an organization that may have been born out of necessity
Hamas have violated international humanitarian laws as well and should be held
accountable for their actions but I do not know what court could take the case
Israel has far greater power in the situation and therefore has a greater
responsibility
The US was a horrible history of using military solutions for every problem
Judaism is not the Israeli government and the state of Israel is not Judaism.
Islam is not Hamas and Hamas is not Islam
Both Likud and Hamas mis-use religion for their specific benefit
Hamas's authority in Palestine is complicated

Michael Williams
Currently reading Elizabeth Strout's Olive Kitteridge 

-- 
Andee Short
Social Studies Teacher
Grant High School



From: Suzanna Kassouf on behalf of Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net>
To: Julia Kirkpatrick
Subject: Fwd: Essay regarding Israel/Gaza
Date: Thursday, May 2, 2024 3:15:42 PM

apple

Ms. Kassouf
9th Grade Inquiry
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White Kids Feel
Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net>
Date: Thu, May 2, 2024 at 3:12 PM
Subject: Re: Essay regarding Israel/Gaza
To: Andee Short <ashort1@pps.net>
Cc: Russell Peterson <rpeterso@pps.net>, Anne St Amant <astamant@pps.net>, Michael
Williams <mlwilliams@pps.net>, Abraham Maletz <amaletz@pps.net>, Angela DiPasquale
<adipasquale@pps.net>, Carmel Ross <cross1@pps.net>, David LaPorte
<dalaporte@pps.net>, Donald Gavitte <dgavitte@pps.net>, Gerald Scrutchions
<gscrutchions@pps.net>, Jackson Gilbert <jagilbert@pps.net>, Jeremy Reinholt
<jreinhol@pps.net>, Karen Lefere <klefere@pps.net>, Mikaila Donaldson
<mdonaldson@pps.net>, Sara Deede <sdeede@pps.net>

Hello all,

As you take the time to sit down and read the article Michael shared, I'd ask that you take a
moment to consider this view as well.

"Charge Palestinians with genocide" is a "take" that those of us who watched the ICJ hearings
are quite familiar with: as this was the foundation Israeli defense in South Africa's case, in
which the court decided it was "plausible" that Israel was committing genocide. It seems that
even the most minor analysis of power and history could see this take as a classic diversion
tactic.

I guess I'm also wondering why, after 34,000 Palestinians have been killed, including almost
14,000 CHILDREN with more than 12,000 injured (at the beginning of April, 1 in 50 Gazan
children had been killed or injured), 1.7 million Gazans have been displaced, over 70% of



housing units in Gaza have been destroyed, ALL universities in Gaza destroyed, hospitals,
schools, religious sights bombed - all after 56 years of occupation and 16 years of a total
blockade of Gaza (extending a 75 year Israeli campaign to attain "maximum land with
minimum Palestinians"*), THIS is the conversation that our department wants to have? That
the people with no power, who have been oppressed this whole time, fought back (in
gruesome and heartbreaking ways), and we should be considering that genocide? Who is
afforded the privilege of their humanity? Who's actions get to be considered "self-defense"?

I strongly believe that every life lost in this conflict is tragic. I often think back to my favorite
King Sermon When Peace Becomes Obnoxious where King states, "peace is not merely to
absence of this tension, but the presence of justice." I hope as social studies teachers, we can
view this conflict with a strong analysis of power and justice and consider how "two
historically oppressed groups are being pitted against each other in service of white supremacy
and colonialism."*

Warmly,
Suzanna

*both of these quotes are from the Common Dreams article that I encourage you to read if you
are reading the Atlantic article
apple

Ms. Kassouf
9th Grade Inquiry
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White Kids Feel
Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

On Thu, May 2, 2024 at 1:31 PM Andee Short <ashort1@pps.net> wrote:
I also agree based on Michael's and Russ' summaries and takeaways, this is an important and
interesting take on the issue.  Like Angela, I have not yet been able to sit down and read the
article, but plan to read it when I have time to give it the attention it deserves.  

I appreciate you sending this Michael.  Thank you

On Thu, May 2, 2024 at 1:27 PM Russell Peterson <rpeterso@pps.net> wrote:
Thanks for sharing - super interesting take on the situation -
particularly relevant to my classes as we're mid-way into a unit on
genocide, and what is happening in Gaza is a topic to which we often
relate back - especially the issue of "intent" as it relates genocide.  That



"the case is going forward almost as if the Gaza war were not preced by,
and in relation for, an attack that itself resembled genocide" certainly
muddies the water - but (as the piece rightly points out) Hamas is not a
state - which also complicates things.  I am reminded here of America's
choice to go after al Qaeda in Afghanistan in October, 2001; one would
think Israel would've taken a lesson on what *not* to do after that
debacle.  Clearly not.

I think a better case would be to bring the issue before the ICC - where
individuals can be held to account. On my short list for this is Netanyahu,
as well as the members of Likud AND the leadership of Hamas.  But I
always appreciate a thought-provoking essay.

-  RP

On Thu, May 2, 2024 at 11:55 AM Anne St Amant <astamant@pps.net> wrote:
Thanks for the essay.

Anne St. Amant
Grant High School
AP Seminar
AP Human Geography

On Tue, Apr 30, 2024 at 10:04 AM Michael Williams <mlwilliams@pps.net> wrote:
Wood, Graeme. “Charge Palestine With Genocide, Too.” Ideas, The Atlantic, 30
April 2024, https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2024/04/icj-genocide-cases-
israel-palestine/678235/. Accessed 30 April 2024.

It seems obvious but also exposes the difficulties of the idea. It also highlights how
people's perspectives influence their desired actions.

My perspective is:

The Likud Party has long been the center of the problem
Netanyahu leading Likud only compounds everything that has led to the atrocities
currently being perpetrated
Hamas is an organization that may have been born out of necessity
Hamas have violated international humanitarian laws as well and should be held
accountable for their actions but I do not know what court could take the case
Israel has far greater power in the situation and therefore has a greater
responsibility
The US was a horrible history of using military solutions for every problem
Judaism is not the Israeli government and the state of Israel is not Judaism.
Islam is not Hamas and Hamas is not Islam



Both Likud and Hamas mis-use religion for their specific benefit
Hamas's authority in Palestine is complicated

Michael Williams
Currently reading Elizabeth Strout's Olive Kitteridge 

-- 
Andee Short
Social Studies Teacher
Grant High School



From: Suzanna Kassouf on behalf of Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net>
To: Julia Kirkpatrick
Subject: Fwd: Essay regarding Israel/Gaza
Date: Thursday, May 2, 2024 3:15:51 PM

apple

Ms. Kassouf
9th Grade Inquiry
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White Kids Feel
Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Abraham Maletz <amaletz@pps.net>
Date: Thu, May 2, 2024 at 3:12 PM
Subject: Re: Essay regarding Israel/Gaza
To: Andee Short <ashort1@pps.net>
Cc: Russell Peterson <rpeterso@pps.net>, Anne St Amant <astamant@pps.net>, Michael
Williams <mlwilliams@pps.net>, Angela DiPasquale <adipasquale@pps.net>, Carmel Ross
<cross1@pps.net>, David LaPorte <dalaporte@pps.net>, Donald Gavitte <dgavitte@pps.net>,
Gerald Scrutchions <gscrutchions@pps.net>, Jackson Gilbert <jagilbert@pps.net>, Jeremy
Reinholt <jreinhol@pps.net>, Karen Lefere <klefere@pps.net>, Mikaila Donaldson
<mdonaldson@pps.net>, Sara Deede <sdeede@pps.net>, Suzanna Kassouf
<skassouf@pps.net>

I might be mistaken, but I'm pretty sure Mandela didn't order the mass killing of civilians.
Two wrongs still don't make a right, right?

Abraham Maletz
Social Studies
Grant High School
he/him/his

On Thu, May 2, 2024 at 1:31 PM Andee Short <ashort1@pps.net> wrote:
I also agree based on Michael's and Russ' summaries and takeaways, this is an important and
interesting take on the issue.  Like Angela, I have not yet been able to sit down and read the
article, but plan to read it when I have time to give it the attention it deserves.  



I appreciate you sending this Michael.  Thank you

On Thu, May 2, 2024 at 1:27 PM Russell Peterson <rpeterso@pps.net> wrote:
Thanks for sharing - super interesting take on the situation -
particularly relevant to my classes as we're mid-way into a unit on
genocide, and what is happening in Gaza is a topic to which we often
relate back - especially the issue of "intent" as it relates genocide.  That
"the case is going forward almost as if the Gaza war were not preced by,
and in relation for, an attack that itself resembled genocide" certainly
muddies the water - but (as the piece rightly points out) Hamas is not a
state - which also complicates things.  I am reminded here of America's
choice to go after al Qaeda in Afghanistan in October, 2001; one would
think Israel would've taken a lesson on what *not* to do after that
debacle.  Clearly not.

I think a better case would be to bring the issue before the ICC - where
individuals can be held to account. On my short list for this is Netanyahu,
as well as the members of Likud AND the leadership of Hamas.  But I
always appreciate a thought-provoking essay.

-  RP

On Thu, May 2, 2024 at 11:55 AM Anne St Amant <astamant@pps.net> wrote:
Thanks for the essay.

Anne St. Amant
Grant High School
AP Seminar
AP Human Geography

On Tue, Apr 30, 2024 at 10:04 AM Michael Williams <mlwilliams@pps.net> wrote:
Wood, Graeme. “Charge Palestine With Genocide, Too.” Ideas, The Atlantic, 30
April 2024, https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2024/04/icj-genocide-cases-
israel-palestine/678235/. Accessed 30 April 2024.

It seems obvious but also exposes the difficulties of the idea. It also highlights how
people's perspectives influence their desired actions.

My perspective is:

The Likud Party has long been the center of the problem
Netanyahu leading Likud only compounds everything that has led to the atrocities
currently being perpetrated



Hamas is an organization that may have been born out of necessity
Hamas have violated international humanitarian laws as well and should be held
accountable for their actions but I do not know what court could take the case
Israel has far greater power in the situation and therefore has a greater
responsibility
The US was a horrible history of using military solutions for every problem
Judaism is not the Israeli government and the state of Israel is not Judaism.
Islam is not Hamas and Hamas is not Islam
Both Likud and Hamas mis-use religion for their specific benefit
Hamas's authority in Palestine is complicated

Michael Williams
Currently reading Elizabeth Strout's Olive Kitteridge 

-- 
Andee Short
Social Studies Teacher
Grant High School



From: Suzanna Kassouf on behalf of Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net>
To: Molly Katzman
Subject: Re: Essay regarding Israel/Gaza
Date: Thursday, May 2, 2024 3:21:48 PM

It's truly mind blowing, heartbreaking, and disgusting. It makes me want to quit my job!! But
then who would teach these children!? These are our SOCIAL STUDIES teachers!!!!!!!

apple

Ms. Kassouf
9th Grade Inquiry
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White Kids Feel
Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

On Thu, May 2, 2024 at 3:19 PM Molly Katzman <mkatzman@pps.net> wrote:
I’m sorry—what? Important? Honestly I couldn’t even get through the entire article because
not only is it a disgusting, genocide-apologist take, it’s also such a stupid take. And I’m
sorry, the U.S. prevents Palestine from being recognized as a state in the U.N., but somehow
it was their responsibility to stop Hamas from doing armed resistance?! Also The Atlantic is
conservative garbage veiled in intellectualism. 

Molly A. Katzman
(she/her)

On Thu, May 2, 2024 at 2:40 PM Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net> wrote:
Now that majority of my department chiming in to say what an "important" take this is I'm
so heartbroken and angry.

apple

Ms. Kassouf
9th Grade Inquiry
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers



Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White Kids
Feel Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Andee Short <ashort1@pps.net>
Date: Thu, May 2, 2024 at 1:31 PM
Subject: Re: Essay regarding Israel/Gaza
To: Russell Peterson <rpeterso@pps.net>
Cc: Anne St Amant <astamant@pps.net>, Michael Williams <mlwilliams@pps.net>,
Abraham Maletz <amaletz@pps.net>, Angela DiPasquale <adipasquale@pps.net>,
Carmel Ross <cross1@pps.net>, David LaPorte <dalaporte@pps.net>, Donald Gavitte
<dgavitte@pps.net>, Gerald Scrutchions <gscrutchions@pps.net>, Jackson Gilbert
<jagilbert@pps.net>, Jeremy Reinholt <jreinhol@pps.net>, Karen Lefere
<klefere@pps.net>, Mikaila Donaldson <mdonaldson@pps.net>, Sara Deede
<sdeede@pps.net>, Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net>

I also agree based on Michael's and Russ' summaries and takeaways, this is an important
and interesting take on the issue.  Like Angela, I have not yet been able to sit down and
read the article, but plan to read it when I have time to give it the attention it deserves.  

I appreciate you sending this Michael.  Thank you

On Thu, May 2, 2024 at 1:27 PM Russell Peterson <rpeterso@pps.net> wrote:
Thanks for sharing - super interesting take on the situation -
particularly relevant to my classes as we're mid-way into a unit on
genocide, and what is happening in Gaza is a topic to which we often
relate back - especially the issue of "intent" as it relates genocide.  That
"the case is going forward almost as if the Gaza war were not preced by,
and in relation for, an attack that itself resembled genocide" certainly
muddies the water - but (as the piece rightly points out) Hamas is not a
state - which also complicates things.  I am reminded here of America's
choice to go after al Qaeda in Afghanistan in October, 2001; one would
think Israel would've taken a lesson on what *not* to do after that
debacle.  Clearly not.

I think a better case would be to bring the issue before the ICC - where
individuals can be held to account. On my short list for this is
Netanyahu, as well as the members of Likud AND the leadership of
Hamas.  But I always appreciate a thought-provoking essay.

-  RP



On Thu, May 2, 2024 at 11:55 AM Anne St Amant <astamant@pps.net> wrote:
Thanks for the essay.

Anne St. Amant
Grant High School
AP Seminar
AP Human Geography

On Tue, Apr 30, 2024 at 10:04 AM Michael Williams <mlwilliams@pps.net> wrote:
Wood, Graeme. “Charge Palestine With Genocide, Too.” Ideas, The Atlantic, 30
April 2024, https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2024/04/icj-genocide-cases-
israel-palestine/678235/. Accessed 30 April 2024.

It seems obvious but also exposes the difficulties of the idea. It also highlights how
people's perspectives influence their desired actions.

My perspective is:

The Likud Party has long been the center of the problem
Netanyahu leading Likud only compounds everything that has led to the
atrocities currently being perpetrated
Hamas is an organization that may have been born out of necessity
Hamas have violated international humanitarian laws as well and should be held
accountable for their actions but I do not know what court could take the case
Israel has far greater power in the situation and therefore has a greater
responsibility
The US was a horrible history of using military solutions for every problem
Judaism is not the Israeli government and the state of Israel is not Judaism.
Islam is not Hamas and Hamas is not Islam
Both Likud and Hamas mis-use religion for their specific benefit
Hamas's authority in Palestine is complicated

Michael Williams
Currently reading Elizabeth Strout's Olive Kitteridge 

-- 
Andee Short
Social Studies Teacher
Grant High School



From: Molly Katzman on behalf of Molly Katzman <mkatzman@pps.net>
To: Suzanna Kassouf
Subject: Re: Essay regarding Israel/Gaza
Date: Thursday, May 2, 2024 3:22:19 PM

Great response Suz! I’m sorry your department (and the rest of the world) have lost their damn
minds. 

Molly A. Katzman
(she/her)

On Thu, May 2, 2024 at 3:12 PM Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net> wrote:
Hello all,

As you take the time to sit down and read the article Michael shared, I'd ask that you take a
moment to consider this view as well.

"Charge Palestinians with genocide" is a "take" that those of us who watched the ICJ
hearings are quite familiar with: as this was the foundation Israeli defense in South Africa's
case, in which the court decided it was "plausible" that Israel was committing genocide. It
seems that even the most minor analysis of power and history could see this take as a classic
diversion tactic.

I guess I'm also wondering why, after 34,000 Palestinians have been killed, including almost
14,000 CHILDREN with more than 12,000 injured (at the beginning of April, 1 in 50 Gazan
children had been killed or injured), 1.7 million Gazans have been displaced, over 70% of
housing units in Gaza have been destroyed, ALL universities in Gaza destroyed, hospitals,
schools, religious sights bombed - all after 56 years of occupation and 16 years of a total
blockade of Gaza (extending a 75 year Israeli campaign to attain "maximum land with
minimum Palestinians"*), THIS is the conversation that our department wants to have? That
the people with no power, who have been oppressed this whole time, fought back (in
gruesome and heartbreaking ways), and we should be considering that genocide? Who is
afforded the privilege of their humanity? Who's actions get to be considered "self-defense"?

I strongly believe that every life lost in this conflict is tragic. I often think back to my
favorite King Sermon When Peace Becomes Obnoxious where King states, "peace is not
merely to absence of this tension, but the presence of justice." I hope as social studies
teachers, we can view this conflict with a strong analysis of power and justice and consider
how "two historically oppressed groups are being pitted against each other in service of
white supremacy and colonialism."*

Warmly,
Suzanna

*both of these quotes are from the Common Dreams article that I encourage you to read if
you are reading the Atlantic article





On Thu, May 2, 2024 at 11:55 AM Anne St Amant <astamant@pps.net> wrote:
Thanks for the essay.

Anne St. Amant
Grant High School
AP Seminar
AP Human Geography

On Tue, Apr 30, 2024 at 10:04 AM Michael Williams <mlwilliams@pps.net> wrote:
Wood, Graeme. “Charge Palestine With Genocide, Too.” Ideas, The Atlantic, 30
April 2024, https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2024/04/icj-genocide-cases-
israel-palestine/678235/. Accessed 30 April 2024.

It seems obvious but also exposes the difficulties of the idea. It also highlights how
people's perspectives influence their desired actions.

My perspective is:

The Likud Party has long been the center of the problem
Netanyahu leading Likud only compounds everything that has led to the
atrocities currently being perpetrated
Hamas is an organization that may have been born out of necessity
Hamas have violated international humanitarian laws as well and should be held
accountable for their actions but I do not know what court could take the case
Israel has far greater power in the situation and therefore has a greater
responsibility
The US was a horrible history of using military solutions for every problem
Judaism is not the Israeli government and the state of Israel is not Judaism.
Islam is not Hamas and Hamas is not Islam
Both Likud and Hamas mis-use religion for their specific benefit
Hamas's authority in Palestine is complicated

Michael Williams
Currently reading Elizabeth Strout's Olive Kitteridge 

-- 
Andee Short
Social Studies Teacher
Grant High School



From: Suzanna Kassouf on behalf of Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net>
To: Jeremy Reinholt
Subject: Re: Essay regarding Israel/Gaza
Date: Thursday, May 2, 2024 3:26:43 PM

<33
apple

Ms. Kassouf
9th Grade Inquiry
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White Kids Feel
Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

On Thu, May 2, 2024 at 3:25 PM Jeremy Reinholt <jreinhol@pps.net> wrote:
Mandela founded the military wing of the ANC, and the bombings it carried out killed
civilians almost exclusively.  

Your question about two wrongs not making a right leads me back to Stokely Carmichael's
quote: "In order for nonviolence to work, your opponent must have a conscience.  The
United States has none."  The same can be said for the apartheid South African government
and today's Israeli government. 

On Thu, May 2, 2024 at 3:12 PM Abraham Maletz <amaletz@pps.net> wrote:
I might be mistaken, but I'm pretty sure Mandela didn't order the mass killing of civilians.
Two wrongs still don't make a right, right?

Abraham Maletz
Social Studies
Grant High School
he/him/his

On Thu, May 2, 2024 at 1:31 PM Andee Short <ashort1@pps.net> wrote:
I also agree based on Michael's and Russ' summaries and takeaways, this is an important
and interesting take on the issue.  Like Angela, I have not yet been able to sit down and
read the article, but plan to read it when I have time to give it the attention it deserves.  

I appreciate you sending this Michael.  Thank you

On Thu, May 2, 2024 at 1:27 PM Russell Peterson <rpeterso@pps.net> wrote:



Thanks for sharing - super interesting take on the situation -
particularly relevant to my classes as we're mid-way into a unit on
genocide, and what is happening in Gaza is a topic to which we often
relate back - especially the issue of "intent" as it relates genocide. 
That "the case is going forward almost as if the Gaza war were not
preced by, and in relation for, an attack that itself resembled
genocide" certainly muddies the water - but (as the piece rightly
points out) Hamas is not a state - which also complicates things.  I am
reminded here of America's choice to go after al Qaeda in Afghanistan
in October, 2001; one would think Israel would've taken a lesson on
what *not* to do after that debacle.  Clearly not.

I think a better case would be to bring the issue before the ICC -
where individuals can be held to account. On my short list for this is
Netanyahu, as well as the members of Likud AND the leadership of
Hamas.  But I always appreciate a thought-provoking essay.

-  RP

On Thu, May 2, 2024 at 11:55 AM Anne St Amant <astamant@pps.net> wrote:
Thanks for the essay.

Anne St. Amant
Grant High School
AP Seminar
AP Human Geography

On Tue, Apr 30, 2024 at 10:04 AM Michael Williams <mlwilliams@pps.net>
wrote:

Wood, Graeme. “Charge Palestine With Genocide, Too.” Ideas, The Atlantic, 30
April 2024, https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2024/04/icj-genocide-
cases-israel-palestine/678235/. Accessed 30 April 2024.

It seems obvious but also exposes the difficulties of the idea. It also highlights how
people's perspectives influence their desired actions.

My perspective is:

The Likud Party has long been the center of the problem
Netanyahu leading Likud only compounds everything that has led to the
atrocities currently being perpetrated
Hamas is an organization that may have been born out of necessity
Hamas have violated international humanitarian laws as well and should be



held accountable for their actions but I do not know what court could take the
case
Israel has far greater power in the situation and therefore has a greater
responsibility
The US was a horrible history of using military solutions for every problem
Judaism is not the Israeli government and the state of Israel is not Judaism.
Islam is not Hamas and Hamas is not Islam
Both Likud and Hamas mis-use religion for their specific benefit
Hamas's authority in Palestine is complicated

Michael Williams
Currently reading Elizabeth Strout's Olive Kitteridge 

-- 
Andee Short
Social Studies Teacher
Grant High School

-- 
Number of students = 178

Room 229

"Not everything that is faced can be changed, but nothing can be changed until it is
faced." - James Baldwin

"The academy is not paradise.  But learning is a place where paradise can be created. 
The classroom, with all its limitations, remains a location of possibility.  In that field of
possibility we have the opportunity to labor for freedom, to demand of ourselves and our
comrades, an openness of mind and heart that allows us to face reality even as we
collectively imagine ways to move beyond boundaries, to transgress.  This is education as
the practice of freedom." - bell hooks



From: Julia Kirkpatrick on behalf of Julia Kirkpatrick <jkirkpatrick@pps.net>
To: Suzanna Kassouf
Subject: Re: I want to say this
Date: Thursday, May 2, 2024 3:48:28 PM

Read the other email first-- also on board with you stepping out of the email list! Some
bullshit you don't need in your life.

On Thu, May 2, 2024 at 2:04 PM Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net> wrote:
Or maybe I should just say "please remove me from this email list"
apple

Ms. Kassouf
9th Grade Inquiry
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White Kids
Feel Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

On Thu, May 2, 2024 at 1:54 PM Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net> wrote:
  34,000 Palestinians killed. Almost 14,000 CHILDREN with more than 12,000 injured (at
the beginning of April, 1 in 50 Gazan children had been killed or injured). 1.7 million
Gazans displaced. Over 70% of housing units in Gaza destroyed. ZERO universities left.
Hospitals, schools, religious sights bombed. All after 56 years of occupation and 16 years
of a total blockade of Gaza. And THIS is the conversation you all want to be having?
Please remove me from this email list.

What do you think?  
apple

Ms. Kassouf
9th Grade Inquiry
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White Kids
Feel Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish



-- 
Julia Kirkpatrick
she/her 
English Language Arts
Grant High School 
Current case load: 136
Check out my classroom library wish list!

Currently reading: 
Tomorrow and Tomorrow and Tomorrow, Becky Chambers (audiobook via Libby)
Loaners: The Making of a Street Library, Ben Hodgson & Laura Moulton



From: Michael Yun on behalf of Michael Yun <
To: Suzanna Kassouf
Subject: Re: Essay regarding Israel/Gaza
Date: Thursday, May 2, 2024 4:00:47 PM

BEAUTIFUL!!!!!! <3<3<3<3<3<3<3<3<3<3<3<3<3

On Thu, May 2, 2024 at 3:12 PM Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net> wrote:
Hello all,

As you take the time to sit down and read the article Michael shared, I'd ask that you take a
moment to consider this view as well.

"Charge Palestinians with genocide" is a "take" that those of us who watched the ICJ
hearings are quite familiar with: as this was the foundation Israeli defense in South Africa's
case, in which the court decided it was "plausible" that Israel was committing genocide. It
seems that even the most minor analysis of power and history could see this take as a classic
diversion tactic.

I guess I'm also wondering why, after 34,000 Palestinians have been killed, including almost
14,000 CHILDREN with more than 12,000 injured (at the beginning of April, 1 in 50 Gazan
children had been killed or injured), 1.7 million Gazans have been displaced, over 70% of
housing units in Gaza have been destroyed, ALL universities in Gaza destroyed, hospitals,
schools, religious sights bombed - all after 56 years of occupation and 16 years of a total
blockade of Gaza (extending a 75 year Israeli campaign to attain "maximum land with
minimum Palestinians"*), THIS is the conversation that our department wants to have? That
the people with no power, who have been oppressed this whole time, fought back (in
gruesome and heartbreaking ways), and we should be considering that genocide? Who is
afforded the privilege of their humanity? Who's actions get to be considered "self-defense"?

I strongly believe that every life lost in this conflict is tragic. I often think back to my
favorite King Sermon When Peace Becomes Obnoxious where King states, "peace is not
merely to absence of this tension, but the presence of justice." I hope as social studies
teachers, we can view this conflict with a strong analysis of power and justice and consider
how "two historically oppressed groups are being pitted against each other in service of
white supremacy and colonialism."*

Warmly,
Suzanna

*both of these quotes are from the Common Dreams article that I encourage you to read if
you are reading the Atlantic article
apple

Ms. Kassouf
9th Grade Inquiry
Grant High School



my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White Kids
Feel Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

On Thu, May 2, 2024 at 1:31 PM Andee Short <ashort1@pps.net> wrote:
I also agree based on Michael's and Russ' summaries and takeaways, this is an important
and interesting take on the issue.  Like Angela, I have not yet been able to sit down and
read the article, but plan to read it when I have time to give it the attention it deserves.  

I appreciate you sending this Michael.  Thank you

On Thu, May 2, 2024 at 1:27 PM Russell Peterson <rpeterso@pps.net> wrote:
Thanks for sharing - super interesting take on the situation -
particularly relevant to my classes as we're mid-way into a unit on
genocide, and what is happening in Gaza is a topic to which we often
relate back - especially the issue of "intent" as it relates genocide.  That
"the case is going forward almost as if the Gaza war were not preced by,
and in relation for, an attack that itself resembled genocide" certainly
muddies the water - but (as the piece rightly points out) Hamas is not a
state - which also complicates things.  I am reminded here of America's
choice to go after al Qaeda in Afghanistan in October, 2001; one would
think Israel would've taken a lesson on what *not* to do after that
debacle.  Clearly not.

I think a better case would be to bring the issue before the ICC - where
individuals can be held to account. On my short list for this is
Netanyahu, as well as the members of Likud AND the leadership of
Hamas.  But I always appreciate a thought-provoking essay.

-  RP

On Thu, May 2, 2024 at 11:55 AM Anne St Amant <astamant@pps.net> wrote:
Thanks for the essay.

Anne St. Amant
Grant High School
AP Seminar
AP Human Geography



On Tue, Apr 30, 2024 at 10:04 AM Michael Williams <mlwilliams@pps.net> wrote:
Wood, Graeme. “Charge Palestine With Genocide, Too.” Ideas, The Atlantic, 30
April 2024, https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2024/04/icj-genocide-cases-
israel-palestine/678235/. Accessed 30 April 2024.

It seems obvious but also exposes the difficulties of the idea. It also highlights how
people's perspectives influence their desired actions.

My perspective is:

The Likud Party has long been the center of the problem
Netanyahu leading Likud only compounds everything that has led to the
atrocities currently being perpetrated
Hamas is an organization that may have been born out of necessity
Hamas have violated international humanitarian laws as well and should be held
accountable for their actions but I do not know what court could take the case
Israel has far greater power in the situation and therefore has a greater
responsibility
The US was a horrible history of using military solutions for every problem
Judaism is not the Israeli government and the state of Israel is not Judaism.
Islam is not Hamas and Hamas is not Islam
Both Likud and Hamas mis-use religion for their specific benefit
Hamas's authority in Palestine is complicated

Michael Williams
Currently reading Elizabeth Strout's Olive Kitteridge 

-- 
Andee Short
Social Studies Teacher
Grant High School



From: Suzanna Kassouf on behalf of Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net>
To: Julia Kirkpatrick
Subject: Re: Essay regarding Israel/Gaza
Date: Thursday, May 2, 2024 4:17:55 PM

lol YES
apple

Ms. Kassouf
9th Grade Inquiry
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White Kids Feel
Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

On Thu, May 2, 2024 at 3:47 PM Julia Kirkpatrick <jkirkpatrick@pps.net> wrote:
You are responding with such patience and compassion and the actual receipts(!), and it's so
wrong that you're being met with people's half-cooked, unread opinions. I hate that, and I'm
sorry. Should we just call it the false-equivalency department? 

On Thu, May 2, 2024 at 3:15 PM Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net> wrote:

apple

Ms. Kassouf
9th Grade Inquiry
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White Kids
Feel Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Abraham Maletz <amaletz@pps.net>
Date: Thu, May 2, 2024 at 3:12 PM
Subject: Re: Essay regarding Israel/Gaza



To: Andee Short <ashort1@pps.net>
Cc: Russell Peterson <rpeterso@pps.net>, Anne St Amant <astamant@pps.net>, Michael
Williams <mlwilliams@pps.net>, Angela DiPasquale <adipasquale@pps.net>, Carmel
Ross <cross1@pps.net>, David LaPorte <dalaporte@pps.net>, Donald Gavitte
<dgavitte@pps.net>, Gerald Scrutchions <gscrutchions@pps.net>, Jackson Gilbert
<jagilbert@pps.net>, Jeremy Reinholt <jreinhol@pps.net>, Karen Lefere
<klefere@pps.net>, Mikaila Donaldson <mdonaldson@pps.net>, Sara Deede
<sdeede@pps.net>, Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net>

I might be mistaken, but I'm pretty sure Mandela didn't order the mass killing of civilians.
Two wrongs still don't make a right, right?

Abraham Maletz
Social Studies
Grant High School
he/him/his

On Thu, May 2, 2024 at 1:31 PM Andee Short <ashort1@pps.net> wrote:
I also agree based on Michael's and Russ' summaries and takeaways, this is an important
and interesting take on the issue.  Like Angela, I have not yet been able to sit down and
read the article, but plan to read it when I have time to give it the attention it deserves.  

I appreciate you sending this Michael.  Thank you

On Thu, May 2, 2024 at 1:27 PM Russell Peterson <rpeterso@pps.net> wrote:
Thanks for sharing - super interesting take on the situation -
particularly relevant to my classes as we're mid-way into a unit on
genocide, and what is happening in Gaza is a topic to which we often
relate back - especially the issue of "intent" as it relates genocide. 
That "the case is going forward almost as if the Gaza war were not
preced by, and in relation for, an attack that itself resembled
genocide" certainly muddies the water - but (as the piece rightly
points out) Hamas is not a state - which also complicates things.  I am
reminded here of America's choice to go after al Qaeda in Afghanistan
in October, 2001; one would think Israel would've taken a lesson on
what *not* to do after that debacle.  Clearly not.

I think a better case would be to bring the issue before the ICC -
where individuals can be held to account. On my short list for this is
Netanyahu, as well as the members of Likud AND the leadership of
Hamas.  But I always appreciate a thought-provoking essay.

-  RP



On Thu, May 2, 2024 at 11:55 AM Anne St Amant <astamant@pps.net> wrote:
Thanks for the essay.

Anne St. Amant
Grant High School
AP Seminar
AP Human Geography

On Tue, Apr 30, 2024 at 10:04 AM Michael Williams <mlwilliams@pps.net>
wrote:

Wood, Graeme. “Charge Palestine With Genocide, Too.” Ideas, The Atlantic, 30
April 2024, https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2024/04/icj-genocide-
cases-israel-palestine/678235/. Accessed 30 April 2024.

It seems obvious but also exposes the difficulties of the idea. It also highlights how
people's perspectives influence their desired actions.

My perspective is:

The Likud Party has long been the center of the problem
Netanyahu leading Likud only compounds everything that has led to the
atrocities currently being perpetrated
Hamas is an organization that may have been born out of necessity
Hamas have violated international humanitarian laws as well and should be
held accountable for their actions but I do not know what court could take the
case
Israel has far greater power in the situation and therefore has a greater
responsibility
The US was a horrible history of using military solutions for every problem
Judaism is not the Israeli government and the state of Israel is not Judaism.
Islam is not Hamas and Hamas is not Islam
Both Likud and Hamas mis-use religion for their specific benefit
Hamas's authority in Palestine is complicated

Michael Williams
Currently reading Elizabeth Strout's Olive Kitteridge 

-- 
Andee Short
Social Studies Teacher
Grant High School

-- 
Julia Kirkpatrick



she/her 
English Language Arts
Grant High School 
Current case load: 136
Check out my classroom library wish list!

Currently reading: 
Tomorrow and Tomorrow and Tomorrow, Becky Chambers (audiobook via Libby)
Loaners: The Making of a Street Library, Ben Hodgson & Laura Moulton



From: Michael Williams on behalf of Michael Williams <mlwilliams@pps.net>
To: Jeremy Reinholt
Cc: Russell Peterson; Anne St Amant; Abraham Maletz; Andee Short; Angela DiPasquale; Carmel Ross; David

LaPorte; Donald Gavitte; Gerald Scrutchions; Jackson Gilbert; Karen Lefere; Mikaila Donaldson; Sara Deede;
Suzanna Kassouf

Subject: Re: Essay regarding Israel/Gaza
Date: Thursday, May 2, 2024 5:18:05 PM

Bringing Mandela before the ICC very well could have served the goal of ending the apartheid
state of South Africa far sooner than having him sit in a South African jail for decades did.
The international Court would have spotlighted the bombings he planned and executed but it
would also have given him an international audience to expose his motivations for those
attacks. 

Alternatively, I struggle to accept that targeting innocent individuals for death, including
children, for the right cause, counts as a moral or ethical act. I may be wrong but, the ends
justify the means, has never sat well with me particularly if the means includes killing
children. 

I do not sleep better knowing children are killed by both sides. 

I admire and respect those who have the courage to face such forces, but with these methods,
their success will require their martyrdom. The platform of an international court seems a
reasonable location. An immediate action that leads toward that public martyrdom could
expedite the end of the apartheid state as well as Netanyahu's reign.

I appreciate the thoughtfulness folks are bringing to the discussion. It is good, at least for me,
to hear varied voices. 

Michael Williams
Currently reading Elizabeth Strout's Olive Kitteridge 

On Thu, May 2, 2024 at 1:30 PM Jeremy Reinholt <jreinhol@pps.net> wrote:
Why would the leadership of Hamas be brought before the ICC for resisting an apartheid
state?  Do you also think Mandela should have been brought before the ICC?

On Thu, May 2, 2024 at 1:27 PM Russell Peterson <rpeterso@pps.net> wrote:
Thanks for sharing - super interesting take on the situation -
particularly relevant to my classes as we're mid-way into a unit on
genocide, and what is happening in Gaza is a topic to which we often
relate back - especially the issue of "intent" as it relates genocide.  That
"the case is going forward almost as if the Gaza war were not preced by,
and in relation for, an attack that itself resembled genocide" certainly
muddies the water - but (as the piece rightly points out) Hamas is not a
state - which also complicates things.  I am reminded here of America's
choice to go after al Qaeda in Afghanistan in October, 2001; one would



think Israel would've taken a lesson on what *not* to do after that
debacle.  Clearly not.

I think a better case would be to bring the issue before the ICC - where
individuals can be held to account. On my short list for this is Netanyahu,
as well as the members of Likud AND the leadership of Hamas.  But I
always appreciate a thought-provoking essay.

-  RP

On Thu, May 2, 2024 at 11:55 AM Anne St Amant <astamant@pps.net> wrote:
Thanks for the essay.

Anne St. Amant
Grant High School
AP Seminar
AP Human Geography

On Tue, Apr 30, 2024 at 10:04 AM Michael Williams <mlwilliams@pps.net> wrote:
Wood, Graeme. “Charge Palestine With Genocide, Too.” Ideas, The Atlantic, 30
April 2024, https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2024/04/icj-genocide-cases-
israel-palestine/678235/. Accessed 30 April 2024.

It seems obvious but also exposes the difficulties of the idea. It also highlights how
people's perspectives influence their desired actions.

My perspective is:

The Likud Party has long been the center of the problem
Netanyahu leading Likud only compounds everything that has led to the atrocities
currently being perpetrated
Hamas is an organization that may have been born out of necessity
Hamas have violated international humanitarian laws as well and should be held
accountable for their actions but I do not know what court could take the case
Israel has far greater power in the situation and therefore has a greater
responsibility
The US was a horrible history of using military solutions for every problem
Judaism is not the Israeli government and the state of Israel is not Judaism.
Islam is not Hamas and Hamas is not Islam
Both Likud and Hamas mis-use religion for their specific benefit
Hamas's authority in Palestine is complicated

Michael Williams
Currently reading Elizabeth Strout's Olive Kitteridge 



-- 
Number of students = 178

Room 229

"Not everything that is faced can be changed, but nothing can be changed until it is
faced." - James Baldwin

"The academy is not paradise.  But learning is a place where paradise can be created. 
The classroom, with all its limitations, remains a location of possibility.  In that field of
possibility we have the opportunity to labor for freedom, to demand of ourselves and our
comrades, an openness of mind and heart that allows us to face reality even as we
collectively imagine ways to move beyond boundaries, to transgress.  This is education as
the practice of freedom." - bell hooks



From: Suzanna Kassouf on behalf of Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net>
To: Michelle Nicola
Subject: Fwd: Essay regarding Israel/Gaza
Date: Thursday, May 2, 2024 5:58:00 PM

apple

Ms. Kassouf
9th Grade Inquiry
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White Kids Feel
Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net>
Date: Thu, May 2, 2024 at 3:12 PM
Subject: Re: Essay regarding Israel/Gaza
To: Andee Short <ashort1@pps.net>
Cc: Russell Peterson <rpeterso@pps.net>, Anne St Amant <astamant@pps.net>, Michael
Williams <mlwilliams@pps.net>, Abraham Maletz <amaletz@pps.net>, Angela DiPasquale
<adipasquale@pps.net>, Carmel Ross <cross1@pps.net>, David LaPorte
<dalaporte@pps.net>, Donald Gavitte <dgavitte@pps.net>, Gerald Scrutchions
<gscrutchions@pps.net>, Jackson Gilbert <jagilbert@pps.net>, Jeremy Reinholt
<jreinhol@pps.net>, Karen Lefere <klefere@pps.net>, Mikaila Donaldson
<mdonaldson@pps.net>, Sara Deede <sdeede@pps.net>

Hello all,

As you take the time to sit down and read the article Michael shared, I'd ask that you take a
moment to consider this view as well.

"Charge Palestinians with genocide" is a "take" that those of us who watched the ICJ hearings
are quite familiar with: as this was the foundation Israeli defense in South Africa's case, in
which the court decided it was "plausible" that Israel was committing genocide. It seems that
even the most minor analysis of power and history could see this take as a classic diversion
tactic.

I guess I'm also wondering why, after 34,000 Palestinians have been killed, including almost
14,000 CHILDREN with more than 12,000 injured (at the beginning of April, 1 in 50 Gazan
children had been killed or injured), 1.7 million Gazans have been displaced, over 70% of



housing units in Gaza have been destroyed, ALL universities in Gaza destroyed, hospitals,
schools, religious sights bombed - all after 56 years of occupation and 16 years of a total
blockade of Gaza (extending a 75 year Israeli campaign to attain "maximum land with
minimum Palestinians"*), THIS is the conversation that our department wants to have? That
the people with no power, who have been oppressed this whole time, fought back (in
gruesome and heartbreaking ways), and we should be considering that genocide? Who is
afforded the privilege of their humanity? Who's actions get to be considered "self-defense"?

I strongly believe that every life lost in this conflict is tragic. I often think back to my favorite
King Sermon When Peace Becomes Obnoxious where King states, "peace is not merely to
absence of this tension, but the presence of justice." I hope as social studies teachers, we can
view this conflict with a strong analysis of power and justice and consider how "two
historically oppressed groups are being pitted against each other in service of white supremacy
and colonialism."*

Warmly,
Suzanna

*both of these quotes are from the Common Dreams article that I encourage you to read if you
are reading the Atlantic article
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Ms. Kassouf
9th Grade Inquiry
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White Kids Feel
Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

On Thu, May 2, 2024 at 1:31 PM Andee Short <ashort1@pps.net> wrote:
I also agree based on Michael's and Russ' summaries and takeaways, this is an important and
interesting take on the issue.  Like Angela, I have not yet been able to sit down and read the
article, but plan to read it when I have time to give it the attention it deserves.  

I appreciate you sending this Michael.  Thank you

On Thu, May 2, 2024 at 1:27 PM Russell Peterson <rpeterso@pps.net> wrote:
Thanks for sharing - super interesting take on the situation -
particularly relevant to my classes as we're mid-way into a unit on
genocide, and what is happening in Gaza is a topic to which we often
relate back - especially the issue of "intent" as it relates genocide.  That



"the case is going forward almost as if the Gaza war were not preced by,
and in relation for, an attack that itself resembled genocide" certainly
muddies the water - but (as the piece rightly points out) Hamas is not a
state - which also complicates things.  I am reminded here of America's
choice to go after al Qaeda in Afghanistan in October, 2001; one would
think Israel would've taken a lesson on what *not* to do after that
debacle.  Clearly not.

I think a better case would be to bring the issue before the ICC - where
individuals can be held to account. On my short list for this is Netanyahu,
as well as the members of Likud AND the leadership of Hamas.  But I
always appreciate a thought-provoking essay.

-  RP

On Thu, May 2, 2024 at 11:55 AM Anne St Amant <astamant@pps.net> wrote:
Thanks for the essay.

Anne St. Amant
Grant High School
AP Seminar
AP Human Geography

On Tue, Apr 30, 2024 at 10:04 AM Michael Williams <mlwilliams@pps.net> wrote:
Wood, Graeme. “Charge Palestine With Genocide, Too.” Ideas, The Atlantic, 30
April 2024, https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2024/04/icj-genocide-cases-
israel-palestine/678235/. Accessed 30 April 2024.

It seems obvious but also exposes the difficulties of the idea. It also highlights how
people's perspectives influence their desired actions.

My perspective is:

The Likud Party has long been the center of the problem
Netanyahu leading Likud only compounds everything that has led to the atrocities
currently being perpetrated
Hamas is an organization that may have been born out of necessity
Hamas have violated international humanitarian laws as well and should be held
accountable for their actions but I do not know what court could take the case
Israel has far greater power in the situation and therefore has a greater
responsibility
The US was a horrible history of using military solutions for every problem
Judaism is not the Israeli government and the state of Israel is not Judaism.
Islam is not Hamas and Hamas is not Islam



Both Likud and Hamas mis-use religion for their specific benefit
Hamas's authority in Palestine is complicated

Michael Williams
Currently reading Elizabeth Strout's Olive Kitteridge 

-- 
Andee Short
Social Studies Teacher
Grant High School



From: PPS K-12 Canvas Admin on behalf of PPS K-12 Canvas Admin <notifications@instructure.com>
To: skassouf@pps.net
Subject: Recent Canvas Notifications
Date: Thursday, May 2, 2024 6:29:51 PM

You're signed up to receive a daily report of some notifications from your Canvas
account. Below is the report for May 2:

Late Assignment:  Summative: Antisemitism/Islamophobia
Poems

turned in: May 2 at 10:31am

Click to view

Late Assignment:  Summative: Interior Monologue

turned in: May 2 at 3:46pm

Click to view

Update your notification settings



From: Suzanna Kassouf on behalf of Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net>
To: Bill Bigelow
Subject: Promises Role Play
Date: Friday, May 3, 2024 10:48:00 AM

Hi Bill,

I think I have mostly finished editing the Promises role play. Are you able to see my
comments? That's where I highlighted some of the changes I made. 

I mostly updated Faraj, the Twins, and Sanabel. For Faraj and the Twins, I updated their roles
to sort of update the politics of the role play a bit. I think when you wrote this originally, the
two-state solution seemed like the only one, but now I think there's a budding paradigm shift
of a one-democratic-state solution, so I wanted students to have info that points toward that. I
tried to get the Gaza situation slightly more up to date (pre-Oct 7th), and was thinking of
telling the students that this role is a pre-October 7th role, but still including an update on the
back page with the current situation. Of course, the current situation makes a peace plan feel
impossible so I guess for the purposes of the role play, students shouldn't have to consider
that? Or, I don't know, maybe we should be discussing this? I do want them to grapple with
reality (but, of course, with a hopeful bent).

Let me know what you think. I can call during my prep today (between 12-2) or I could call on
Monday or Tuesday (we'll start the role play next Wednesday).

Thank you for everything, Bill!!!

Warmly,
Suzie
apple

Ms. Kassouf
9th Grade Inquiry
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White Kids Feel
Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish



From: Suzanna Kassouf on behalf of Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net>
To: Eric Wacker
Subject: Fwd: Essay regarding Israel/Gaza
Date: Friday, May 3, 2024 10:49:50 AM
Attachments: Charge Palestine With Genocide, Too - The Atlantic.pdf
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Ms. Kassouf
9th Grade Inquiry
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White Kids Feel
Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Michael Williams <mlwilliams@pps.net>
Date: Tue, Apr 30, 2024 at 10:04 AM
Subject: Essay regarding Israel/Gaza
To: Sara Deede <sdeede@pps.net>, Angela DiPasquale <adipasquale@pps.net>, Mikaila
Donaldson <mdonaldson@pps.net>, Donald Gavitte <dgavitte@pps.net>, Jackson Gilbert
<jagilbert@pps.net>, Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net>, David LaPorte
<dalaporte@pps.net>, Karen Lefere <klefere@pps.net>, Abraham Maletz
<amaletz@pps.net>, Jeremy Reinholt <jreinhol@pps.net>, Carmel Ross <cross1@pps.net>,
Gerald Scrutchions <gscrutchions@pps.net>, Anne St Amant <astamant@pps.net>, Russell
Peterson <rpeterso@pps.net>, Andee Short <ashort1@pps.net>, Michael Williams
<mlwilliams@pps.net>

Wood, Graeme. “Charge Palestine With Genocide, Too.” Ideas, The Atlantic, 30 April 2024,
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2024/04/icj-genocide-cases-israel-
palestine/678235/. Accessed 30 April 2024.

It seems obvious but also exposes the difficulties of the idea. It also highlights how people's
perspectives influence their desired actions.

My perspective is:

The Likud Party has long been the center of the problem
Netanyahu leading Likud only compounds everything that has led to the atrocities currently
being perpetrated
Hamas is an organization that may have been born out of necessity



Hamas have violated international humanitarian laws as well and should be held
accountable for their actions but I do not know what court could take the case
Israel has far greater power in the situation and therefore has a greater responsibility
The US was a horrible history of using military solutions for every problem
Judaism is not the Israeli government and the state of Israel is not Judaism.
Islam is not Hamas and Hamas is not Islam
Both Likud and Hamas mis-use religion for their specific benefit
Hamas's authority in Palestine is complicated

Michael Williams
Currently reading Elizabeth Strout's Olive Kitteridge 

















From: Suzanna Kassouf on behalf of Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net>
To: Portland Youth Climate Strike
Subject: Fwd: extra credit reflection
Date: Tuesday, May 7, 2024 8:19:08 AM

some reflections from students
apple

Ms. Kassouf
9th Grade Inquiry
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White Kids Feel
Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From:  <
Date: Mon, May 6, 2024 at 12:43 PM
Subject: extra credit reflection
To: <skassouf@pps.net>

I thought the event was very interesting and informative. I liked hearing the different questions
in the beginning that were asked by the audience. Each workshop was very interesting. I ended
up making it to Merp and The one about the conflict happening in palestine. Merp was about
farming, gardening, and overall just growing your own food to help the environment get
better. The second one was about all of the stuff that we've learned in class so far this year and
what is happening between Palestine and Israel as well as how it started. In general I felt that
the whole thing was very informative and I learned a lot about different ways I can help the
environment.

-



From: Suzanna Kassouf on behalf of Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net>
To: Portland Youth Climate Strike
Subject: Fwd: extra credit reflection
Date: Tuesday, May 7, 2024 8:19:25 AM

some reflections from students
apple

Ms. Kassouf
9th Grade Inquiry
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White Kids Feel
Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From:  <
Date: Mon, May 6, 2024 at 12:50 PM
Subject: extra credit reflection
To: skassouf@pps.net <skassouf@pps.net>

The event was very helpful and educational. I was able to learn about the process of growing
your own food and having a farm in derp. The next workshop I went into talked a lot about the
conflict between Israel and palestine. i liked the connections made between the war and nature
issues. The way it was explained made it very interesting 



From: Suzanna Kassouf on behalf of Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net>
To:
Subject: Re: extra credit reflection
Date: Tuesday, May 7, 2024 8:19:56 AM

Thank you!

apple

Ms. Kassouf
9th Grade Inquiry
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White Kids Feel
Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

On Mon, May 6, 2024 at 12:43 PM  <  wrote:
I thought the event was very interesting and informative. I liked hearing the different
questions in the beginning that were asked by the audience. Each workshop was very
interesting. I ended up making it to Merp and The one about the conflict happening in
palestine. Merp was about farming, gardening, and overall just growing your own food to
help the environment get better. The second one was about all of the stuff that we've learned
in class so far this year and what is happening between Palestine and Israel as well as how it
started. In general I felt that the whole thing was very informative and I learned a lot about
different ways I can help the environment.

-



From: Suzanna Kassouf on behalf of Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net>
To:
Subject: Fwd: Promises note-taking
Date: Tuesday, May 7, 2024 8:30:38 AM
Attachments: PromisesActivities.doc
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Ms. Kassouf
9th Grade Inquiry
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White Kids Feel
Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Bill Bigelow <
Date: Sat, Apr 20, 2024 at 3:40 PM
Subject: Promises note-taking
To: Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net>, Suzie Kassouf <

Hi Suzie,

Here is a (poor) photo of the note-taking sheet I gave kids for Promises. Pretty simple
-- two columns, Israelis and Palestinians, and then I list the different kids there. I
cannot remember what I asked students to take notes on, probably just anything that
struck them, angered them, delighted them, made them curious about, etc.

Also attached is the writing assignment choice I gave students, along with the
assignment that I wrote on. I didn't give this to kids -- this was just what I shared in the
read-around. I'm happy to talk more about any of this.

Bill



From: Michelle Nicola on behalf of Michelle Nicola <mnicola@pps.net>
To: Suzanna Kassouf
Subject: Re: Essay regarding Israel/Gaza
Date: Tuesday, May 7, 2024 11:45:09 AM

Thank you for keeping me in the loop about this. 
What do you need in terms of support?
 Michelle

On Thu, May 2, 2024 at 5:58 PM Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net> wrote:
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Ms. Kassouf
9th Grade Inquiry
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White Kids
Feel Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net>
Date: Thu, May 2, 2024 at 3:12 PM
Subject: Re: Essay regarding Israel/Gaza
To: Andee Short <ashort1@pps.net>
Cc: Russell Peterson <rpeterso@pps.net>, Anne St Amant <astamant@pps.net>, Michael
Williams <mlwilliams@pps.net>, Abraham Maletz <amaletz@pps.net>, Angela DiPasquale
<adipasquale@pps.net>, Carmel Ross <cross1@pps.net>, David LaPorte
<dalaporte@pps.net>, Donald Gavitte <dgavitte@pps.net>, Gerald Scrutchions
<gscrutchions@pps.net>, Jackson Gilbert <jagilbert@pps.net>, Jeremy Reinholt
<jreinhol@pps.net>, Karen Lefere <klefere@pps.net>, Mikaila Donaldson
<mdonaldson@pps.net>, Sara Deede <sdeede@pps.net>

Hello all,

As you take the time to sit down and read the article Michael shared, I'd ask that you take a
moment to consider this view as well.

"Charge Palestinians with genocide" is a "take" that those of us who watched the ICJ
hearings are quite familiar with: as this was the foundation Israeli defense in South Africa's
case, in which the court decided it was "plausible" that Israel was committing genocide. It
seems that even the most minor analysis of power and history could see this take as a classic



diversion tactic.

I guess I'm also wondering why, after 34,000 Palestinians have been killed, including almost
14,000 CHILDREN with more than 12,000 injured (at the beginning of April, 1 in 50 Gazan
children had been killed or injured), 1.7 million Gazans have been displaced, over 70% of
housing units in Gaza have been destroyed, ALL universities in Gaza destroyed, hospitals,
schools, religious sights bombed - all after 56 years of occupation and 16 years of a total
blockade of Gaza (extending a 75 year Israeli campaign to attain "maximum land with
minimum Palestinians"*), THIS is the conversation that our department wants to have? That
the people with no power, who have been oppressed this whole time, fought back (in
gruesome and heartbreaking ways), and we should be considering that genocide? Who is
afforded the privilege of their humanity? Who's actions get to be considered "self-defense"?

I strongly believe that every life lost in this conflict is tragic. I often think back to my
favorite King Sermon When Peace Becomes Obnoxious where King states, "peace is not
merely to absence of this tension, but the presence of justice." I hope as social studies
teachers, we can view this conflict with a strong analysis of power and justice and consider
how "two historically oppressed groups are being pitted against each other in service of
white supremacy and colonialism."*

Warmly,
Suzanna

*both of these quotes are from the Common Dreams article that I encourage you to read if
you are reading the Atlantic article
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Ms. Kassouf
9th Grade Inquiry
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White Kids
Feel Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

On Thu, May 2, 2024 at 1:31 PM Andee Short <ashort1@pps.net> wrote:
I also agree based on Michael's and Russ' summaries and takeaways, this is an important
and interesting take on the issue.  Like Angela, I have not yet been able to sit down and
read the article, but plan to read it when I have time to give it the attention it deserves.  

I appreciate you sending this Michael.  Thank you

On Thu, May 2, 2024 at 1:27 PM Russell Peterson <rpeterso@pps.net> wrote:



Thanks for sharing - super interesting take on the situation -
particularly relevant to my classes as we're mid-way into a unit on
genocide, and what is happening in Gaza is a topic to which we often
relate back - especially the issue of "intent" as it relates genocide.  That
"the case is going forward almost as if the Gaza war were not preced by,
and in relation for, an attack that itself resembled genocide" certainly
muddies the water - but (as the piece rightly points out) Hamas is not a
state - which also complicates things.  I am reminded here of America's
choice to go after al Qaeda in Afghanistan in October, 2001; one would
think Israel would've taken a lesson on what *not* to do after that
debacle.  Clearly not.

I think a better case would be to bring the issue before the ICC - where
individuals can be held to account. On my short list for this is
Netanyahu, as well as the members of Likud AND the leadership of
Hamas.  But I always appreciate a thought-provoking essay.

-  RP

On Thu, May 2, 2024 at 11:55 AM Anne St Amant <astamant@pps.net> wrote:
Thanks for the essay.

Anne St. Amant
Grant High School
AP Seminar
AP Human Geography

On Tue, Apr 30, 2024 at 10:04 AM Michael Williams <mlwilliams@pps.net> wrote:
Wood, Graeme. “Charge Palestine With Genocide, Too.” Ideas, The Atlantic, 30
April 2024, https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2024/04/icj-genocide-cases-
israel-palestine/678235/. Accessed 30 April 2024.

It seems obvious but also exposes the difficulties of the idea. It also highlights how
people's perspectives influence their desired actions.

My perspective is:

The Likud Party has long been the center of the problem
Netanyahu leading Likud only compounds everything that has led to the
atrocities currently being perpetrated
Hamas is an organization that may have been born out of necessity
Hamas have violated international humanitarian laws as well and should be held
accountable for their actions but I do not know what court could take the case



Israel has far greater power in the situation and therefore has a greater
responsibility
The US was a horrible history of using military solutions for every problem
Judaism is not the Israeli government and the state of Israel is not Judaism.
Islam is not Hamas and Hamas is not Islam
Both Likud and Hamas mis-use religion for their specific benefit
Hamas's authority in Palestine is complicated

Michael Williams
Currently reading Elizabeth Strout's Olive Kitteridge 

-- 
Andee Short
Social Studies Teacher
Grant High School

-- 
Michelle Nicola
Instructional Coach
Grant High School
pronouns: she/her/hers
office: 220
email: mnicola@pps.net
phone: 503.916.5160 x85220
website: aberturas culturales
____________________________
“Another world is not only possible, she is on her way. On a quiet day, I can hear her breathing.” ― Arundhati Roy



From:  on behalf of  <
To: skassouf@pps.net
Subject: Extra credit
Date: Tuesday, May 7, 2024 8:01:20 PM

For the first workshop, I went to a food related one. We talked about the importance of not
relying on grocery stores for our food. In the second workshop, I went to the one talking about
the Palestine Israel conflict. I was interested in the end where they talked about the military
something coming to schools. Although I already knew much of the stuff they talked about, it
was still interesting to be there. The final thing I went to wawa about why union are so
important. I found it really interesting because I didn't know why unions are important.



From: Suzanna Kassouf on behalf of Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net>
To: Suzie Kassouf
Subject: Fwd: deep appreciation for what you do in your class
Date: Wednesday, May 8, 2024 9:35:20 AM
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Ms. Kassouf
9th Grade Inquiry
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White Kids Feel
Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Amy  <
Date: Tue, May 7, 2024 at 11:41 PM
Subject: deep appreciation for what you do in your class
To: skassouf@pps.net <skassouf@pps.net>, jmcgee3@pps.net <jmcgee3@pps.net>

Ms. Kassouf- I wanted to express my deep appreciation and respect for how you are trying to
educate our teenagers.  has shared with me several of your teachings, and most
recently was explaining the unit you had on Israel/Palestine. She was teaching ME about the
complicated history, and from what I heard, appeared to be giving a very balanced viewpoint,
recognizing the multifaceted components of the conflict and the challenges that are facing the
area and its people today. 

What I most value in your approach is that you are encouraging students to see things from all
sides. This skill of engaging in discourse and seeking to hear and understand, even if one
doesn't agree, is imperative for living peacefully in our world today. When we consolidate our
ideas and beliefs into a social silo, often reinforced by social media and the friend networks
we acquire, we lose touch with humanity as a whole.  was very moved by the movie
you showed about the Palestinian and Israeli children. She shared how when they got to know
each other they saw that they were actually more similar than different, and that outside
influences, many beyond the kids' control, were drivers of their beliefs. 

I celebrate your braveness in sharing with the kids something which many are not even willing
to talk about. That is the example we want our kids to embrace so that they can make this
world a better place. I hope your efforts are valued by the school and broader administration.
We need teachers like you. 



With sincere appreciation, 
 Amy 



From: Suzanna Kassouf on behalf of Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net>
To: Amy 
Subject: Re: deep appreciation for what you do in your class
Date: Wednesday, May 8, 2024 11:56:06 AM

Hi Amy,

Thank you so much for taking the time to send this extremely kind email. It's been a
challenging unit for sure, so I'm glad that  has gotten so much out of it. I'm proud to
have taught this unit from many perspectives, but it's my hope and prayer that students also
walk away with a clear understanding of the injustices being perpetuated by the systems in the
region. As Dr. King says, "true peace is not merely the absence of tension, but the presence of
justice." Regardless, I'm so proud of the students and the hard work they've done to understand
and to honor the humanity of all people.

Thank you again for taking the time to send me this kind note. It means so much to me!

Warmly,
Suzanna
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Ms. Kassouf
9th Grade Inquiry
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White Kids Feel
Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

On Tue, May 7, 2024 at 11:41 PM Amy  <  wrote:
Ms. Kassouf- I wanted to express my deep appreciation and respect for how you are trying
to educate our teenagers.  has shared with me several of your teachings, and most
recently was explaining the unit you had on Israel/Palestine. She was teaching ME about the
complicated history, and from what I heard, appeared to be giving a very balanced
viewpoint, recognizing the multifaceted components of the conflict and the challenges that
are facing the area and its people today. 

What I most value in your approach is that you are encouraging students to see things from
all sides. This skill of engaging in discourse and seeking to hear and understand, even if one
doesn't agree, is imperative for living peacefully in our world today. When we consolidate
our ideas and beliefs into a social silo, often reinforced by social media and the friend
networks we acquire, we lose touch with humanity as a whole.  was very moved by
the movie you showed about the Palestinian and Israeli children. She shared how when they
got to know each other they saw that they were actually more similar than different, and that



outside influences, many beyond the kids' control, were drivers of their beliefs. 

I celebrate your braveness in sharing with the kids something which many are not even
willing to talk about. That is the example we want our kids to embrace so that they can make
this world a better place. I hope your efforts are valued by the school and broader
administration. We need teachers like you. 

With sincere appreciation, 
 Amy 



From: Suzanna Kassouf on behalf of Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net>
To: Portland Youth Climate Strike
Subject: Fwd: Extra credit
Date: Wednesday, May 8, 2024 4:26:51 PM

apple

Ms. Kassouf
9th Grade Inquiry
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White Kids Feel
Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From:  <
Date: Tue, May 7, 2024 at 8:01 PM
Subject: Extra credit
To: <skassouf@pps.net>

For the first workshop, I went to a food related one. We talked about the importance of not
relying on grocery stores for our food. In the second workshop, I went to the one talking about
the Palestine Israel conflict. I was interested in the end where they talked about the military
something coming to schools. Although I already knew much of the stuff they talked about, it
was still interesting to be there. The final thing I went to wawa about why union are so
important. I found it really interesting because I didn't know why unions are important.





“There was a ceasefire on 10/6.”

“Maybe Palestinians should’ve thought of their children being bombed before
they attacked Israel on 10/7.”

These comments, and many more cruel comments like them, have inundated the
social media spectrum, the media landscape, and politician talking points since
10/7. But there’s only one problem with these comments—none of them are
grounded in reality and none of them help us get to a place of peace and security
for Israelis and Palestinians.

Upgrade to paid

Where we are now is a far journey from where we have to go. Sadly, after denying
a deal for ceasefire and release of all hostages, Israel is now planning a full on
invasion of Rafah. Doing so would be catastrophic to 1.2 million already displaced
Palestinians, including some 600,000 innocent children.

Over the past six plus months Israeli bombing has killed more than 34,000
Palestinian civilians with some 70% of them women and children. During this time,
I have come to realize that I cannot logically discuss Israel/Gaza with people who
believe this current atrocity began with Hamas’s war crimes on 10/7. And yes, I say
unequivocally that Hamas killing Israeli civilians is a war crime and indefensible.
And, I add that labeling 10/7 as the ignition to this conflict, and not part of a
decades long trail of violence, isn’t just false, it is dangerous to both Israelis and
Palestinians. It falsely assumes life before 10/7 was peaceful for Palestinians and
Hamas’s violent attack on Israel occurred in a vacuum. Reality paints a vastly
different picture that we cannot ignore.

Therefore, if we start with the premise that we want peace for Israel and for
Palestine, then we must recognize the historical injustices leading up to the
present day violence, and then collaborate to undo those injustices.

First, we must recognize Israel’s 57 year illegal military occupation of
Palestinian territories for the illegal act it is. As Agnès Callamard, Amnesty



International’s Secretary General, reports:

The world must recognize that ending Israel’s illegal occupation is a
prerequisite to stopping the recurrent human rights violations in Israel and the
[Occupied Palestinian Territories]. Israel’s occupation of Palestine is the longest
and one of the most deadly military occupations in the world. For decades it
has been characterised by widespread and systematic human rights violations
against Palestinians. The occupation has also enabled and entrenched Israel’s
system of apartheid imposed on Palestinians. Over the years, Israel’s military
occupation has evolved into a perpetual occupation in flagrant violation of
international law.

Likewise, we must recognize that Hamas is not an ancient organization, but
having been established only in 1987, it is a reaction to more than 20 years
of illegal occupation and land grab. It also means recognizing that Hamas
funding came with the approval and support of Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu
as a way to delegitimize Palestinian statehood. As Times of Israel reports:

For years, the various governments led by Benjamin Netanyahu took an
approach that divided power between the Gaza Strip and the West Bank —
bringing Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas to his knees while
making moves that propped up the Hamas terror group. The idea was to
prevent Abbas — or anyone else in the Palestinian Authority’s West Bank
government — from advancing toward the establishment of a Palestinian
state.

Upgrade to paid

We must further recognize Israel’s 700,000 illegal settlements as the
violation of international human rights law that they are, as repeatedly
affirmed by the United Nations. For example, see this UN Press release on
September 27, 2023, just 10 days before the 10/7 attack, citing the strong
opposition to Israel’s illegal settlement expansion by none other than the United
States itself:

The representative of the United States said the ongoing violence between



Israelis and Palestinians sets back prospects for peace and is responsible for
“so much needless suffering”.  Voicing concern over the situation in Israel, the
West Bank and Gaza, she said the United States opposes the advancement of
settlements and urges Israel to refrain from those actions, emphasizing that it
undermines “the geographic viability of a two-State solution, exacerbates
tensions and further harms trust between the two parties”.

Moreover, we must recognize that two decades of Israel’s land, air, and sea
blockades on Gaza have left people desperate and distressed, and violates
international human rights law.

Justice furthermore means recognizing that some 9500 Palestinians are
indefinitely detained in Israeli prison in what is known as administrative
detention, many without charge or opportunity for release. As NPR reports:

Administrative detention is a form of detention whereby individuals are
detained by the state [of Israel] without any intent to prosecute them in a trial,
and they're held on the basis of secret security information that the detainee
and their lawyer cannot review. Israel has been using this form of detention
since its occupation of the West Bank and the Gaza Strip - so back to 1967.

Yet additionally, it means recognizing that as you read this, up to 1000
Palestinian children are indefinitely detained in Israeli prison, again without
charge, under so-called administrative detention. These imprisoned children
are further denied access to counsel or parents, while suffering ongoing physical
and sexual abuse. As Save the Children International reports:

Palestinian children in the Israel military detention system face physical and
emotional abuse, with four out of five (86%) of them being beaten, and 69%
strip-searched. Nearly half (42%) are injured at the point of arrest, including
gunshot wounds and broken bones. Some report violence of a sexual nature
and some are transferred to court or between detention centres in small
cages. It is estimated that there are between 500 and 1000 children held in
Israeli military detention each year.

Upgrade to paid



Justice means recognizing that for as much as critics like to claim “there
was a ceasefire on 10/6,” in the year prior to 10/7 the Israeli military killed at
least 240 Palestinian civilians in the West Bank where there is no Hamas.
That death toll included 47 children. In fact, it was the deadliest year in recent
history for Palestinian civilians.

All of the above is but a snapshot of the injustices preceding 10/7. Yet almost
none of it is discussed in the media and political ether, and we are all worse off as
a result.

Thus, back to my original point—if any person wants to have a serious
discussion on Israel and Palestine, but only started paying attention on
10/7, then that person is not engaging in good faith, period. Indeed, even
since 10/7, Amnesty International reports that the Israeli military has killed more
than 300 Palestinians in the West Bank, where there is no war or Hamas. And I am
willing to bet that for most readers, this is the first you’ve heard of it.

Thus, the refusal to engage in good faith dialogue that accounts for historical
reality is harmful to both Palestinians and Israelis, because such ignorance and
denial of history prevents building a just and sustainable future.

In the present moment, we can ensure and pursue peace through diplomacy,
upholding international human rights law, and being just arbiters. That means
stopping arms to Israel—a step President Biden is finally taking—to end the siege
on Gaza. It means recognizing the injustices preceding 10/7, and working
aggressively to actively undo them, i.e. an end to the Israel’s illegal military
occupation of Palestinian lands, an end to Israel’s illegal settlements on Palestinian
land, ample resources to rebuild Palestine and Gaza, and just leadership to ensure
Palestinians have their own state and right to self determination—without foreign
interference.

Upgrade to paid

Bad actors from Hamas and the Israeli government who targeted civilians should















































The spring issue of Rethinking Schools focuses on Israel’s war on Gaza and
the war on teaching about Palestine. Our editorial discusses how the attack on
social justice teaching has dramatically expanded as part of the crackdown on
dissent against U.S. support for Israel.  Jesse Hagopian traces the connections
between the war on history, education, and children in both countries.
Educators in Oakland detail the dramatic story of what happened when they
organized a teach-in for Palestine. A Palestinian high school student shares her
experiences and poetry in the aftermath of Oct. 7. Bill Bigelow describes a new
lesson on the roots of the violence in Palestine — and argues that history
shows that anti-Zionism is not automatically antisemitism. There is a special
resource section for teachers on Palestine. 

Share the Issue

Share the spring Teach Palestine issue with your colleagues, union members,
students, and friends to engage in political education and critical dialogue. Use
the issue as a resource for teaching about the roots of violence in Palestine and
challenge the dominant narrative that what is happening in Palestine began on
October 7. 

“That is the task before us: to knit together and strengthen the networks
of teachers, parents, and students that can take bold action and muster

the defiance necessary to break through the backlash.”
– Editors of Rethinking Schools 

Subscribe







From: Julia Kirkpatrick on behalf of jkirkpatrick@pps.net
To: Tiffany Halsey; Suzanna Kassouf; Stephanie D"Cruz; Martin Alvarez Ruberte; Christopher Lodore; Holly Johnsen;

Greta West; Hannah Fisher; Lynn Yarne; Michelle Singler Nielsen; Sara Deede; Michelle Nicola; Jacob Romee;
Mykhiel Deych; Meghan Thornburg; Jeremy Reinholt; Amaru Moon; Daniel Gyu; Alex Luboff; Michela Byrne

Subject: Updated invitation with note: Button Lunch! @ Wed May 15, 2024 11:45am - 12:15pm (PDT) (Tiffany Halsey)
Date: Wednesday, May 15, 2024 10:33:01 AM
Attachments: invite.ics

 

                       
        

 

This event has been updated with a note:
"Location change: Room 180 (North side, first floor, Julia's room), since the counseling center conference room is booked. If you can make it,
awesome! "

Changed: location

 

Bringing it back! Lunch and support! Last minute, but still... So many folks in our group are doing cool things!

Sharing a few updates: Today there's an organized action from Educators for Palestine to wear buttons/keffiyeh/shirts, and paraeducator
Amaru Moon shared some buttons with me to pass along to y'all to pass out to your colleagues. Holly screen printed shirts, too!

Also, Susanna Kassouf is part of a Zoom education session hosted by Rethinking Schools tonight from 5-6 (free, link Learn more

       



From: Alex Luboff on behalf of Alex Luboff <aluboff@pps.net>
To: Meghan Thornburg
Cc: Jeremy Reinholt; Holly Johnsen; Julia Kirkpatrick; Suzanna Kassouf; Stephanie D"Cruz; Martin Alvarez Ruberte;

Christopher Lodore; Greta West; Hannah Fisher; Lynn Yarne; Michelle Singler Nielsen; Sara Deede; Michelle
Nicola; Jacob Romee; Mykhiel Deych; Tiffany Halsey; Amaru Moon; Daniel Gyu; Michela Byrne

Subject: Re: Invitation: Button Lunch! @ Wed May 15, 2024 11:45am - 12:15pm (PDT) (Holly Johnsen)
Date: Wednesday, May 15, 2024 11:59:11 AM

Meeee too. Sorry to miss this, too much, too many this week. 
AL

On Wed, May 15, 2024 at 10:45 AM Meghan Thornburg <mthornburg@pps.net> wrote:
I also can't be there, but if someone wants to grab my button
maker from the counseling center, you are welcome to!

Take care 
Meghan

On Wed, May 15, 2024 at 10:29 AM Jeremy Reinholt <jreinhol@pps.net> wrote:
I'm out today with a sick kiddo. 

On Wed, May 15, 2024, 10:14 AM Holly Johnsen <hjohnsen@pps.net> wrote:
Sorry ya'll I won't be able to make it because I'm subbing for BSU today at
lunch. 

On Wed, May 15, 2024 at 9:40 AM Julia Kirkpatrick <jkirkpatrick@pps.net> wrote:

Bringing it back! Lunch and support! Last minute, but still... So many folks in
our group are doing cool things!

Sharing a few updates: Today there's an organized action from Educators
for Palestine to wear buttons/keffiyeh/shirts, and paraeducator Amaru
Moon shared some buttons with me to pass along to y'all to pass out to
your colleagues. Holly screen printed shirts, too! 

Also, Susanna Kassouf is part of a Zoom education session hosted by
Rethinking Schools tonight from 5-6 (free, link here). 

Plus, Holly and Meghan did a fantastic writeup for the next Go-To about our
work!

When
Wednesday May 15, 2024 ⋅ 11:45am – 12:15pm (Pacific Time - Los
Angeles)





-- 
Alex Luboff (he, him)
Architecture/Woodworking/Construction-CTE
Grant High School
aluboff@pps.net

























From: Suzanna Kassouf on behalf of Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net>
To: Hope Koumentakos
Subject: Re: help teaching Gaza?
Date: Tuesday, May 21, 2024 10:49:36 AM

Hi Hope,

No worries at all. I hope everything is alright with your family <3

Warmly,
Suzanna
apple

Ms. Kassouf
9th Grade Inquiry
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White Kids Feel
Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

On Mon, May 20, 2024 at 4:39 AM Hope Koumentakos <  wrote:
Suzanna, I am SO sorry I lost sight of this! I have had some family emergencies come up in
the last month that have occupied most of my time and attention. Since we last emailed,
Rethinking Schools came out with the Teaching Palestine resources which I've found to be
helpful in supplementing my lessons. I'm wondering how you have approached your
instruction the last month and would love to still connect and share my plans for the end of
the year... Again, I am so sorry for the delay. 

On Fri, Apr 19, 2024 at 11:56 AM Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net> wrote:
Hi Hope!

You may still be traveling, but wanted to ping you just in case  :)

Hope you had/are having a great trip!

Warmly,
Suzie
apple



Ms. Kassouf
9th Grade Inquiry
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White Kids
Feel Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

On Fri, Apr 12, 2024 at 6:57 AM Hope Koumentakos <
wrote:

Hi Suzanna,

It's great to hear from you! I'm traveling the next few days but I will get back to you
when I return. I'm excited to connect!

Best,
Hope

On Wed, Apr 10, 2024 at 11:37 AM Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net> wrote:
Hi Hope!

I got your email from Deborah Menkart who connected us back in December when
you wrote this great piece for Zinn Ed. I have spent the last few months teaching a
unit on Palestine-Israel, and in about a week or two I will need to teach about what is
currently happening in Gaza.

I'm wondering if you might have any resources/guidance for me? I'm struggling to
know where to begin. I know I want students to come to their own conclusions about
whether or not it's genocide and I want them to hear at least one actual story from
someone who's experiencing it - but I'm not sure how to structure it, what to include,
etc.

Thanks so much for your time and hoping to hear from you soon!

Warmly,
Suzanna

apple

Ms. Kassouf
9th Grade Inquiry
Grant High School



my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White
Kids Feel Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

































phone: 503.916.5160 x85220
website: aberturas culturales
____________________________
“Another world is not only possible, she is on her way. On a quiet day, I can hear her breathing.” ― Arundhati Roy



From: Suzanna Kassouf on behalf of Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net>
To: Jazmin Jinnah
Subject: Re: Listening Session
Date: Tuesday, May 21, 2024 1:35:36 PM

I'm also wondering if anti-Zionist Jewish voices have been represented at these sessions, as
there are many in PPS!

apple

Ms. Kassouf
9th Grade Inquiry
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White Kids Feel
Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

On Tue, May 21, 2024 at 1:19 PM Jazmin Jinnah <jjinnah@pps.net> wrote:
Hi Suzanna,

I hope this email finds you well. My name is Jazmin Jinnah and I am part of the racial equity
social justice team at PPS. I heard you speak at the Palestine student rally. Thank you for
sharing your experience. 

Dr. Husk, the Interim Superintendent, and Dr. Adams, the Chief Accountability and
Equity Officer, are looking to hold a listening session for Palestinian, Arab, and
Muslim PPS staff.  They are seeking to hear multiple perspectives beyond the various
voices shared already by Jewish staff, families, and community members.

Would you be willing to participate and share your perspective with Dr. Husk and Dr.
Adams in a listening session? I would love to talk more about the details of this listening
session with you. If you are open to this, please let me know potential times this week you
are available to connect. Also if you know other folx that would want to share their
perspective please let me know. Thanks so much!

Sincerely,

Jazmin

-- 
Jazmin Jinnah
Pronouns: she, her, hers (what is this?) 



RESJ Professional Development Program Manager
Portland Public Schools
PPS Partnership Website
971-706-3475



From: Suzanna Kassouf on behalf of Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net>
To: Jonathan Harrison
Subject: Re: 
Date: Tuesday, May 21, 2024 2:22:16 PM

I'm working with him on this.

apple

Ms. Kassouf
9th Grade Inquiry
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White Kids Feel
Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

On Tue, May 21, 2024 at 1:46 PM Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net> wrote:
Hi Jonathan,

 just submitted another paper with AI chatbot elements. Clearly, he had the AI write
the paper and then he re-worded most of it (pretty incoherently), but still left some full
sentences. 

For reference: the sources here are not from our class learning - he clearly had the chatbot
link random sources.

Curious about your thoughts,
Suzie

 What do you think of when you here about Palestinians and israel? What do u already
know ?. Promises" invites us into the lives of seven children, Israeli and Palestinian,
whose everyday experiences show us the reality of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 
And just really getting to know each and every one of them 
the children in the palestine israel, all talk about their experiences

The definition of promises, according to the What Is U.S. Policy on the Israeli-
Palestinian Conflict?

Some things of palestine and israel means any of the following acts committed with
intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnical, racial or religious group, as
such 



For both sides 
Palasteine 

A Refugee Crisis
B Historical Heritage 
C Occupation and Conflict  
D Cultural Resilience 

Iesal 

A Founding Statehood 
B Security Concerns 
C Technological Innovation 
D Democracy  and Diversity 

But with that it's not fair to take over someone land so U.S. Relations With Palestinian
Territories
I just say that if we give both sides what they want nothing would go wrong i know one
side wants everything and so do the other side but this fighting back in froth and not
liking each other it not right By taking proactive steps and supporting initiatives aimed
at promoting peace, reconciliation, and justice, individuals and organizations can play
a meaningful role in contributing to a more peaceful and sustainable future for Israelis
and Palestinians alike.

So now as we can see how this has come to how it is, if we want to have peace we
need to come together like, "There is no path to peace. Peace is the path." - Mahatma
Gandhi
And if we want to find the path we gotta see what works for each side and what don't
so we all can be fair 

So what that being said to find the peace with in both sides we gotta see whats we
can do 
For that , but with that there something that just can't be fixed that they already
messed up that they may not want back or have some anger between one of other 
What Would a Lasting Peace Between Israel and Palestine, i just think if both sides
would be happy with sharething the land then one side have most of it and i just think
if were gone to move on then something gone have to change because more people is
going to get hurt due to this 



And to give yall all the info about what going on and why im trying to fix all of this, is
bc it stated Israel Gaza war: History of the conflict explained and if you read it good its
tells u why palestine is like this and why israel is like this and how it all happened it
just makes it come together , and if this helps u understand the main conflict we have
suggestions  for this to help it get better 

Ending the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and achieving lasting peace is a complex and
multifaceted endeavor that requires concerted efforts from all stakeholders involved.
We all have to come together and have a big meeting saying what should happen and
what we should stop i think guns stop be gone or most of it i think the checkpoint
should be gon because i don't think just cause they got a different id they can't go 

apple

Ms. Kassouf
9th Grade Inquiry
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White Kids
Feel Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish





From: Suzanna Kassouf on behalf of Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net>
To: Jessica Mintz
Subject: Re: EMAIL RESULTS (Total: 6):  Passing Plan
Date: Wednesday, May 22, 2024 8:55:27 AM

Thank you so much! <3

apple

Ms. Kassouf
9th Grade Inquiry
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White Kids Feel
Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

On Tue, May 21, 2024 at 5:54 PM Jessica Mintz <  wrote:
Hello! Yes I am!  We worked on that briefly yesterday. He has big ideas on the topic and is
working on getting them down.

Let me know how else I can support him and you this year!
Best,
Jessica

On Tue, May 21, 2024 at 10:54 AM Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net> wrote:
Hi Jess!

I hope you're well!

Passing this along as I heard you're working with 

Thank you!

Warmly,
Suzie
apple

Ms. Kassouf
9th Grade Inquiry





































From: Suzanna Kassouf on behalf of Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net>
To: Bill Bigelow
Subject: Wish I"d taught this
Date: Wednesday, May 22, 2024 2:08:41 PM

Just read this article from the latest ZEP newsletter. I wish I'd taught it!

apple

Ms. Kassouf
9th Grade Inquiry
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White Kids Feel
Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish



From: Suzanna Kassouf on behalf of Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net>
To: Jessica Hayes
Subject: Re: 0811FQ2-K5 - 9th Grade Inquiry -  Inquiry Support
Date: Wednesday, May 22, 2024 3:34:18 PM

Just added you!

apple

Ms. Kassouf
9th Grade Inquiry
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White Kids Feel
Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

On Wed, May 22, 2024 at 2:24 PM Jessica Hayes <jhayes1@pps.net> wrote:
Hey Suzie,

        Thank you for this information! When I clicked on the link it told me access was
denied because I'm not added to your Canvas course. 

Warmly,

Jess Hayes, MEd
She | her | hers
Grant High School 
Learning Center
jhayes1@pps.net 
____________________________________________________________
Caseload: 34 students (Caseload Target = 30 / Caseload Threshold = 32)

"The teacher is of course an artist, but being an artist does not mean that he or she
can make the profile, can shape the students. What the educator does in teaching
is to make it possible for the students to become themselves."

We Make the Road By Walking: Conversations on Education and Social Change by
Paolo Freire

Confidentiality Notice: This e-mail message may contain confidential and privileged
information. If you have received this message in error, please notify the sender by replying
to this message. Please do not review, disclose, or distribute any part of this message. Thank







From: PPS K-12 Canvas Admin on behalf of PPS K-12 Canvas Admin <notifications@instructure.com>
To: skassouf@pps.net
Subject: Recent Canvas Notifications
Date: Wednesday, May 22, 2024 6:51:13 PM

You're signed up to receive a daily report of some notifications from your Canvas
account. Below is the report for May 22:

Late Assignment:  Palestine-Israel Unit Final Essay

turned in: May 22 at 12:58pm

Click to view

Late Assignment:  Palestine-Israel Unit Final Essay

turned in: May 22 at 10:09am

Click to view

Late Assignment:  Palestine-Israel Unit Final Essay

turned in: May 22 at 10:54am

Click to view

Late Assignment:  Palestine-Israel Unit Final Essay

turned in: May 22 at 10:58am

Click to view

Late Assignment:  Palestine-Israel Unit Final Essay

turned in: May 22 at 11:23am

Click to view

Late Assignment:  Palestine-Israel Unit Final Essay

turned in: May 22 at 1:24pm

Click to view

Late Assignment:  Palestine-Israel Unit Final Essay

turned in: May 22 at 1:30pm

Click to view

Late Assignment:  Palestine-Israel Unit Final Essay

turned in: May 22 at 2:06pm

Click to view

Late Assignment:  Palestine-Israel Unit Final Essay



turned in: May 22 at 2:15pm

Click to view

Late Assignment:  Palestine-Israel Unit Final Essay

turned in: May 22 at 3pm

Click to view

Late Assignment:  Palestine-Israel Unit Final Essay

turned in: May 22 at 3:22pm

Click to view

Late Assignment:  Palestine-Israel Unit Final Essay

turned in: May 22 at 4:48pm

Click to view

Submission Comment:  Palestine-Israel Unit Final Essay, 9th Grade
Inquiry-P2-Kassouf

 just made a new comment on the submission for  for Palestine-
Israel Unit Final Essay.

Click to view

Submission Comment:  Palestine-Israel Unit Final Essay, 9th
Grade Inquiry-P2-Kassouf

 just made a new comment on the submission for  for
Palestine-Israel Unit Final Essay.

Click to view

Update your notification settings









From: Suzanna Kassouf on behalf of Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net>
To: Jessica Hayes
Subject: Re: Document shared with you: "  Palestine Isreal Final Essay "
Date: Thursday, May 23, 2024 10:39:58 AM

21/25
apple

Ms. Kassouf
9th Grade Inquiry
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White Kids Feel
Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

On Thu, May 23, 2024 at 10:22 AM Jessica Hayes <jhayes1@pps.net> wrote:
Okay, without resolving that piece of feedback though where is her grade on this? If we
have time when we're done with the Physics test, I will absolutely work with her to complete
it and revise.

Warmly,

Jess Hayes, MEd
She | her | hers
Grant High School 
Learning Center
jhayes1@pps.net 
____________________________________________________________
Caseload: 34 students (Caseload Target = 30 / Caseload Threshold = 32)

"The teacher is of course an artist, but being an artist does not mean that he or she
can make the profile, can shape the students. What the educator does in teaching
is to make it possible for the students to become themselves."

We Make the Road By Walking: Conversations on Education and Social Change by
Paolo Freire

Confidentiality Notice: This e-mail message may contain confidential and privileged
information. If you have received this message in error, please notify the sender by replying
to this message. Please do not review, disclose, or distribute any part of this message. Thank
you.



Oregon's Procedural Safeguards may be found here

On Thu, May 23, 2024 at 9:49 AM Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net> wrote:
Hi Jess,

It looks like  resolved all the positive comments I left on her paper (I promise, there
were many!). The paper doesn't need to be 2 pages, but I still need her to respond to this
piece of feedback: 

I would like you to bring in more of our own learning on this. This source makes it seem
like the land was equally occupied by Jews and Palestinians. What do you know from our
1947 Partition Plan and 1948 Document packet about the details of Israel's founding?

I assumed she was doing this during work time last class. I was busy working with other
students and didn't get the opportunity to check in. I left this comment in reply to her
question about length:

Hi  thanks so much for letting me know. Yes, it can stay shorter, but I'd like you to
edit your paragraph on the founding of Israel with learning from our class. We will have
30 minutes to write in class today.

Let me know if you have any questions.

Warmly,
Suzie

apple

Ms. Kassouf
9th Grade Inquiry
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White Kids
Feel Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

On Thu, May 23, 2024 at 9:27 AM Jessica Hayes (via Google Docs) <drive-shares-dm-
noreply@google.com> wrote:





From: Jazmin Jinnah on behalf of Jazmin Jinnah <jjinnah@pps.net>
To: Suzanna Kassouf
Subject: Re: Listening Session
Date: Thursday, May 23, 2024 10:47:18 AM

Amazing thank you so much for being flexible 

On Thu, May 23, 2024 at 10:39 AM Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net> wrote:
Either time works for me! 
apple

Ms. Kassouf
9th Grade Inquiry
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White Kids
Feel Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

On Thu, May 23, 2024 at 10:31 AM Jazmin Jinnah <jjinnah@pps.net> wrote:
Hi Suzanna,

Hope you are well! I'm looking forward to connecting today. One of the other folx who
was supposed to join us is no longer available at 6pm. Are you able to do either 4:30 or 5?
Thanks so much!

Sincerely,

Jazmin

On Wed, May 22, 2024 at 1:50 PM Jazmin Jinnah <jjinnah@pps.net> wrote:
Hi Suzanna, yes! Ruqayya will be joining us briefly online on Thursday. Please let me
know if you can think of other folx who would be interested in joining. Thank you!

Sincerely,

Jazmin

On Wed, May 22, 2024 at 8:54 AM Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net> wrote:
Yes, that would be fine. Have you invited Ruqayya Jarad to be part of the listening
sessions? She's a Palestinian teacher at Lincoln High School.





Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes
White Kids Feel Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

On Tue, May 21, 2024 at 1:55 PM Jazmin Jinnah <jjinnah@pps.net> wrote:
Thanks for your response! Are you available to connect virtually or over the
phone at 6pm on Thursday? 

Would love to talk more as well about the anti-zionist Jewish voices present at
PPS. 

Thanks!

Jazmin

On Tue, May 21, 2024 at 1:34 PM Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net>
wrote:

Hi there,

Yes, I would love to participate - thank you for reaching out.

Warmly,
apple

Ms. Kassouf
9th Grade Inquiry
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes
White Kids Feel Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie
Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

On Tue, May 21, 2024 at 1:19 PM Jazmin Jinnah <jjinnah@pps.net> wrote:
Hi Suzanna,

I hope this email finds you well. My name is Jazmin Jinnah and I am part
of the racial equity social justice team at PPS. I heard you speak at the
Palestine student rally. Thank you for sharing your experience. 



Dr. Husk, the Interim Superintendent, and Dr. Adams, the Chief
Accountability and Equity Officer, are looking to hold a listening
session for Palestinian, Arab, and Muslim PPS staff.  They
are seeking to hear multiple perspectives beyond the various voices
shared already by Jewish staff, families, and community members.

Would you be willing to participate and share your perspective with Dr.
Husk and Dr. Adams in a listening session? I would love to talk more
about the details of this listening session with you. If you are open to this,
please let me know potential times this week you are available to connect.
Also if you know other folx that would want to share their perspective
please let me know. Thanks so much!

Sincerely,

Jazmin

-- 
Jazmin Jinnah
Pronouns: she, her, hers (what is this?) 
RESJ Professional Development Program Manager
Portland Public Schools
PPS Partnership Website
971-706-3475

-- 
Jazmin Jinnah
Pronouns: she, her, hers (what is this?) 
RESJ Professional Development Program Manager
Portland Public Schools
PPS Partnership Website
971-706-3475

-- 
Jazmin Jinnah
Pronouns: she, her, hers (what is this?) 
RESJ Professional Development Program Manager
Portland Public Schools
PPS Partnership Website
971-706-3475

-- 
Jazmin Jinnah
Pronouns: she, her, hers (what is this?) 
RESJ Professional Development Program Manager
Portland Public Schools



PPS Partnership Website
971-706-3475

-- 
Jazmin Jinnah
Pronouns: she, her, hers (what is this?) 
RESJ Professional Development Program Manager
Portland Public Schools
PPS Partnership Website
971-706-3475

-- 
Jazmin Jinnah
Pronouns: she, her, hers (what is this?) 
RESJ Professional Development Program Manager
Portland Public Schools
PPS Partnership Website
971-706-3475

-- 
Jazmin Jinnah
Pronouns: she, her, hers (what is this?) 
RESJ Professional Development Program Manager
Portland Public Schools
PPS Partnership Website
971-706-3475





From: Suzanna Kassouf on behalf of Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net>
To:
Subject: Re:  please come see me!
Date: Thursday, May 23, 2024 1:53:10 PM

Wonderful!!! Please include this in your paper!
apple

Ms. Kassouf
9th Grade Inquiry
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White Kids Feel
Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

On Thu, May 23, 2024 at 1:51 PM  <  wrote:
That's interesting thank you. I meant to convey more that in a society where ideas are
constantly being reflected, false claims are also reflected at high levels. When
oppression has been happening for so long, people fail to stop these false claims, even to the
point when these claims are being spread everywhere. When we did the simulation
(https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1-NqJTRuVi7lHL7UHin9w2Gw7-GljhzpbcUv7-
pCPtwE/edit#slide=id.g26d08126429_0_53) it became very clear that when the person in
charge convinces you that you are doing the right thing, it is very easy to believe, and very
easy to convince others too. On the other hand, when you are being oppressed, it is easy to
tell yourself that you are powerless and convince others too. In the laws of Israel lesson, we
learned about a teacher who was arrested for trying to spread true information
(https://www.972mag.com/meir-baruchin-teacher-arrested-traitor/), this act was the perfect
example of how children in Palestine influences are heavily regulated. The act of punishing
the one person the children look to for truth promotes the children's confusion. That in turn,
continues the children's interior cycle of telling themselves that they are powerless and
diminishes any sense of hope. On the other hand, the people who are arresting a teacher are
rewarded for their work, and therefore telling themselves that what they are doing is right.
When you believe something is right, you are naturally going to promote your work proudly.
What people often forget is these massive governments are made up of individuals who
are just being rewarded for small actions, but when added up, these actions do make a huge
difference. This continues the echo chamber of everybody trying to spread their truth. These
"truths" get soaked up by the children of these communities. We can see this in the movie
"Promises" when the children are reflecting their parent's or caregiver's opinions.  

On Thu, May 23, 2024 at 1:13 PM Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net> wrote:
Thank you! I see what you're saying. This works. One thing I'm wondering is: this paper
makes it seem like both sides just have misguided understanding about the other: but is
there more going on here? What laws/systems/etc are in place that privilege one group and







"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish





From: PPS K-12 Canvas Admin on behalf of PPS K-12 Canvas Admin <notifications@instructure.com>
To: skassouf@pps.net
Subject: Recent Canvas Notifications
Date: Thursday, May 23, 2024 6:59:34 PM

You're signed up to receive a daily report of some notifications from your Canvas
account. Below is the report for May 23:

Late Assignment:  Palestine-Israel Unit Final Essay

turned in: May 22 at 8:29pm

Click to view

Late Assignment:  Palestine-Israel Unit Final Essay

turned in: May 22 at 9:53pm

Click to view

Late Assignment:  Palestine-Israel Unit Final Essay

turned in: May 22 at 10:30pm

Click to view

Late Assignment:  Palestine-Israel Unit Final Essay

turned in: May 22 at 11:08pm

Click to view

Late Assignment:  Palestine-Israel Unit Final Essay

turned in: May 22 at 11:23pm

Click to view

Late Assignment: , Palestine-Israel Unit Final Essay

turned in: May 23 at 1:03am

Click to view

Late Assignment: , Palestine-Israel Unit Final Essay

turned in: May 23 at 8:42am

Click to view

Late Assignment:  Palestine-Israel Unit Final Essay

turned in: May 23 at 8:52am

Click to view

Late Assignment:  Palestine-Israel Unit Final Essay





Late Assignment: , Palestine-Israel Unit Final Essay

turned in: May 23 at 2:56pm

Click to view

Late Assignment: , Palestine-Israel Unit Final Essay

turned in: May 23 at 3:02pm

Click to view

Late Assignment:  Palestine-Israel Unit Final Essay

turned in: May 23 at 3:21pm

Click to view

Late Assignment:  Palestine-Israel Unit Final Essay

turned in: May 23 at 3:51pm

Click to view

Late Assignment: , Palestine-Israel Unit Final Essay

turned in: May 23 at 5:52pm

Click to view

Submission Comment:  Palestine-Israel Unit Final Essay, 9th Grade
Inquiry-P2-Kassouf

 just made a new comment on the submission for  for Palestine-Israel
Unit Final Essay.

Click to view

Submission Comment:  Palestine-Israel Unit Final Essay, 9th Grade
Inquiry-P2-Kassouf

 just made a new comment on the submission for  for Palestine-
Israel Unit Final Essay.

Click to view

Jessica Hayes accepted the Course Invitation

Jessica Hayes just accepted their invitation to participate in the course, 9th Grade Inquiry-
P2-Kassouf. Course role: SPED/ESL/Support

Click to view

Update your notification settings



















From:  on behalf of  <
To: skassouf@pps.net
Subject: Read Around Make Up
Date: Friday, May 24, 2024 11:17:18 AM

 Scrolling 
I really like how she captured the feeling of not being able to do anything but watch. I also like
when she talks about seeing things on the internet that you didn't know before. 

 Interior Monologue: Israeli Settler
I like how he was writing as if the settler was trying to justify what they were doing was right.
I like how he put the laws into it. 

 Interior Monologue: Mohammed's Neighbors 
I like how she described how terrifying getting your house taken in the middle of the night
would be. I also like how she talks about how everything was left behind like all the
memories. 

Interior Monologue: The Sky 
I like how the sky remembered Deir Yassin. I like how the sky cant do anything but watch 







From: PPS K-12 Canvas Admin on behalf of PPS K-12 Canvas Admin <notifications@instructure.com>
To: skassouf@pps.net
Subject: Recent Canvas Notifications
Date: Saturday, May 25, 2024 6:26:02 PM

You're signed up to receive a daily report of some notifications from your Canvas
account. Below is the report for May 25:

Late Assignment: , Palestine-Israel Unit Final Essay

turned in: May 25 at 1:11pm

Click to view

Update your notification settings







From: PPS K-12 Canvas Admin on behalf of PPS K-12 Canvas Admin <notifications@instructure.com>
To: skassouf@pps.net
Subject: Recent Canvas Notifications
Date: Sunday, May 26, 2024 6:01:51 PM

You're signed up to receive a daily report of some notifications from your Canvas
account. Below is the report for May 26:

Late Assignment: , Palestine-Israel Unit Final Essay

turned in: May 26 at 1:40pm

Click to view

Update your notification settings



From: PPS K-12 Canvas Admin on behalf of PPS K-12 Canvas Admin <notifications@instructure.com>
To: skassouf@pps.net
Subject: Recent Canvas Notifications
Date: Monday, May 27, 2024 6:23:11 PM

You're signed up to receive a daily report of some notifications from your Canvas
account. Below is the report for May 27:

Late Assignment:  Palestine-Israel Unit Final Essay

turned in: May 27 at 1:11pm

Click to view

Late Assignment: , Palestine-Israel Unit Final Essay

turned in: May 27 at 3:42pm

Click to view

Update your notification settings





Hi Team 

I hope you're having a nice week so far. 

 you currently have a 68% in Inquiry, which means you are on the
border of passing. You can pass Inquiry if you work hard these last 4
weeks.

Here is your plan:

Complete the Palestine-Israel unit Final Essay. I am available during flex
to help you with this. You can write about ANYTHING you learned this
unit.
Make a strong effort to be in class every day for the rest of the year. We
will be doing fun, engaging, "had to be there" activities that require your
presence

I am available to help during flex and after school if you make an appointment.
I expect to see you at flex tomorrow or Thursday.

Warmly,
Ms. Kassouf
9th Grade Inquiry

 

 

















From: Saro Sabir on behalf of Saro Sabir <ssabir@pps.net>
To: Jazmin Jinnah
Cc: Mirna Ghamrawi; Ruqayya Jarad; Jihad Qutub; Suzanna Kassouf; Molly Katzman
Subject: Re: Meeting tomorrow afternoon?
Date: Wednesday, May 29, 2024 10:31:17 AM

Dear Jazmin,
Thank you for that. I don't think I can make it due to a prior commitment; however, if
anything changes, I most def want to attend and also days like Thursday or Friday at 4 pm
seem to be working great for me at this time. Thanks 

Sarkawt Sabir He/Him/His
Licensed Substitute Teacher
Licensed English Language Arts Teacher (ELA)  
Arabic Teacher  
Cell: 503-515-7856 
E: ssabir@pps.net
Portland Public Schools

"In diversity, there's beauty and there's strength" Maya Angelou 

                    

On Wed, May 29, 2024 at 8:52 AM Jazmin Jinnah <jjinnah@pps.net> wrote:
It looks like most people can make it today. If you can't please let me know and I can
schedule a time for us to meet! 

Below are questions I've drafted and some pre-reading for folx who are listening. I'm not
attached to anything and want to do what feels most supportive for y'all so if the following
questions and sources don't work then we can change them! 

Sincerely,

Jazmin

Questions:

1. 
As a Palestinian, Arab, and/or Muslim person what have been your recent 
experiences in your role? (treatment and censorship)?

2. 
How has the district supported or not supported you and how has that impacted 
you? 

3. 
What changes would you recommend the district take? 

Pre Learning: 



Visual on Palestine
Parallels between Black Lives Matter and Palestine 

On Tue, May 28, 2024 at 6:00 PM Molly Katzman <mkatzman@pps.net> wrote:
I can be there tomorrow, as well! Looking forward to it.

And yay Mirna, congrats!! 

Molly A. Katzman
(she/her)

On Tue, May 28, 2024 at 4:40 PM Ruqayya Jarad <rjarad@pps.net> wrote:
I will be there tomorrow!
Congratulations Mirna! 
Thank you Jazine for your support!

Ruqayya Jarad
Arabic Teacher, Lincoln High School
rjarad@pps.net

"Yesterday I was clever, so I wanted to change the world. Today I am wise, so
I am changing myself.” -Rumi

On Tue, May 28, 2024 at 6:33 PM Mirna Ghamrawi <mghamrawi@pps.net> wrote:
Thank you Suzanna! ☺♥

Mirna Ghamrawi - أتكلمّ العربية 
Program Supervisor - Bilingual District Community Agents
Portland Public Schools
Student Learning & Family Engagement | Office of Student
Support Services
Office: 503-916-3273 Cell: 971-201-2625 

On Tue, May 28, 2024 at 3:30 PM Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net> wrote:
Congrats, Mirna, on getting the Torch award btw!!! 

apple

Ms. Kassouf
9th Grade Inquiry
Grant High School



my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White
Kids Feel Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

On Tue, May 28, 2024 at 3:28 PM Mirna Ghamrawi <mghamrawi@pps.net> wrote:
I'll be there for both.

Mirna Ghamrawi - أتكلمّ العربية 
Program Supervisor - Bilingual District Community Agents
Portland Public Schools
Student Learning & Family Engagement | Office of Student
Support Services
Office: 503-916-3273 Cell: 971-201-2625 

On Tue, May 28, 2024 at 11:56 AM Jazmin Jinnah <jjinnah@pps.net> wrote:
Hi All,

I hope you are having a good day! Thank you so much for agreeing to speak at
the listening session!! I am wondering if it is possible we can meet tomorrow
anytime after 4pm to finalize details and vision for the listening session. 

This morning I contacted the folx mentioned by Suzanna and Mirna, to see if
they would be interested in participating. If they say yes, then I will invite them
to this meeting as well. 

I apologize for sending out a last minute invite. I have just gotten word right
now that Dr. Husk would like the student listening session and staff session on
different days, rather than having it all on one day as she is not available past
5:30pm. This would mean our listening session would need to be on June 5th
from 4:30-5:30. Unfortunately the organizing for the student listening session is
going slower, so they would need to be for June 10th.  

I will send you the doc with the listening session questions and potential pre-
reads later this afternoon. Thanks so much y'all!

Sincerely,

Jazmin

-- 
Jazmin Jinnah
Pronouns: she, her, hers (what is this?) 
RESJ Professional Development Program Manager
Portland Public Schools



PPS Partnership Website
971-706-3475

-- 
Jazmin Jinnah
Pronouns: she, her, hers (what is this?) 
RESJ Professional Development Program Manager
Portland Public Schools
PPS Partnership Website
971-706-3475





From: Jazmin Jinnah on behalf of Jazmin Jinnah <jjinnah@pps.net>
To: Mirna Ghamrawi; Molly Katzman; Suzanna Kassouf; Ruqayya Jarad; Jihad Qutub; Saro Sabir
Subject: Student Demands
Date: Wednesday, May 29, 2024 4:28:42 PM

Here are the list of student demands

Dear members of the Racial Equity and Social Justice Committee,

Here is our student letter to PPS school board members and administrators discussing our
demands related to Palestine. Please read:

On March 15th, hundreds of students in the Portland Public Schools district will be walking
out of class to demand that you end your complicit silence in Israel’s genocide in Gaza. As a
school district, it is shameful that you choose to perpetuate ignorance, turning a blind eye to
the over 6100 letters sent to you by the community you claim to represent. We have three
primary demands:

1. Educate students and PPS staff members on the genocide occurring in Gaza,
Zionism, the Israeli occupation, and settler colonialism. This includes hosting
mandatory training for educators where the voices of Palestinian and SWANA
(Southwest Asian & North African) community members are uplifted. Anti-racist
lessons about the causes of the Israeli occupation and the intergenerational trauma
caused by settler colonialism in Palestine need to be incorporated into teachings in all
schools and grade levels. This education needs to detach Judaism and Jewish people
as a whole from the ideology of Zionism and its roots in white supremacy and
imperialism. The standard approach, to buy the materials from an uncaring third
party, is unacceptable. Here is a list of lesson resources compiled by Oregon
Educators for Palestine which demonstrates how Palestinian liberation and social
justice can be taught in all grade levels. District managers must involve students,
parents, and educators from every school to organize the educational materials and
events to uplift Palestinian perspectives. 

2. Release a district-wide statement condemning the genocide in Gaza, honoring
the 30,000+ Palestinian civilians killed by the state of Israel in the past five
months, and calling for an immediate and permanent ceasefire. On October 11th,
2023 PPS released a statement recognizing the Israeli lives lost, but no mention of
Israel's subsequent murderous attacks on Gaza or the Zionist systems of apartheid,
militarism, and land theft that have oppressed Palestinians for over 75 years.
According to the IPC report, 100% of Gazans are facing levels of starvation.
Palestinian suffering is intentional; it is the product of Israel’s starvation strategy,
denying Palestinians food, water, and medical care. IDF soldiers have been recorded
exterminating families, massacring civilians gathered at food trucks, and destroying
hospitals filled with sick children. We are angered at the racist hypocrisy of the PPS



administration which fails to recognise the state of Israel’s goal is to create an
ethnostate from the river to the sea, by admission of its own prime minister.

3. Cut all current and future ties with companies and organizations complicit in the
violent settler colonial occupation of Palestine by Israel. PPS has contracts with
companies like SHI International. SHI International is complicit in Israel’s human
rights abuses as one of HP Inc.'s top partners globally. HP aids Israeli police and state
surveillance that restricts the movement of Palestinians by implementing a racially
segregated, biometric ID system. We demand that PPS refuse future contracts with
companies on the BDS Movement list, as well as products produced by those
companies. 

PPS policy states you are committed to adopting a “racial equity and social justice lens in all
decisions,” yet your actions say otherwise. We are disappointed in the intentional silence and
complicity which not only fails the international fight for justice, but more immediately, the
Palestinian students, staff members, and families you have endangered within PPS. If these
demands are not met, we can only promise a continual fight from an organized student body.
Nothing we suffer can be worse than the plight of Palestinians and no action we take will be
sufficient until the genocide ends. 

Sincerely,
PPS Students for Justice in Palestine
PPSStudentsforCeasefire@gmail.com

-- 
Jazmin Jinnah
Pronouns: she, her, hers (what is this?) 
RESJ Professional Development Program Manager
Portland Public Schools
PPS Partnership Website
971-706-3475









From: Suzanna Kassouf on behalf of Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net>
To:
Subject: Re: 1948 Essay
Date: Thursday, May 30, 2024 8:25:36 AM

Hi 

Thank you for working on your essay! The lecture with that info is here

Warmly,
apple

Ms. Kassouf
9th Grade Inquiry
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White Kids Feel
Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

On Wed, May 29, 2024 at 8:42 PM  <  wrote:
I'm just having time to complete my essay and I remember reading about how Great
Britain promised Palestine to both sides and I was wondering where we read it so I can
quote it. Please tell me if you remember.



























From: PPS K-12 Canvas Admin on behalf of PPS K-12 Canvas Admin <notifications@instructure.com>
To: skassouf@pps.net
Subject: Recent Canvas Notifications
Date: Thursday, May 30, 2024 6:25:16 PM

You're signed up to receive a daily report of some notifications from your Canvas
account. Below is the report for May 30:

Late Assignment: , Palestine-Israel Unit Final Essay

turned in: May 30 at 9:53am

Click to view

Late Assignment: , Palestine-Israel Unit Final Essay

turned in: May 30 at 12:43pm

Click to view

Late Assignment:  Palestine-Israel Unit Final Essay

turned in: May 30 at 3:26pm

Click to view

Update your notification settings





Frederick Douglass spoke out against growing anti-Chinese violence in the United
States and the movement for Chinese Exclusion.
Teach across K–12 using books by and about Asian Americans.

There is so much more to teach about Asian America, and we obviously don’t have
enough curriculum.  

It is a fight that requires solidarity — not just solidarity among Asian Americans, but
with all communities battling for racial justice. It is a fight that requires us to teach
and learn about each other, together, in struggle.

Asian Americans and
Educational Justice
Fall 2023 Issue of Rethinking
Schools

This issue highlights Asian American
resistance, joy, and educational justice.
Wayne Au interrogates the recent
Supreme Court decision ending
affirmative action in college admissions
and dismantles conservative arguments
that pit Asian Americans against other
people of color. Another article celebrates
a middle school book club on Asian
American history and literature. A
Philadelphia high school teacher writes a
poignant letter to his Asian American
students that critiques Asian Pacific
Heritage Month.

Order a copy

Read the Article





An Interview with Debbie Wei by Grace
Gonzalez

Educator Debbie Wei, co-founder of a folk

arts-based school in Philadelphia’s

Chinatown, describes her journey —from

growing up as the child of Chinese

immigrants who never spoke to her in their

native language, to advocating for

heritage language programs.

Read More



Your support is needed to help Rethinking Schools reach more educators and
students through our books, magazines, webinars, and classes.

100% of Rethinking Schools donations support our work. 
       

Copyright © 2024 Rethinking Schools, All rights reserved.

Donate Now







From: PPS K-12 Canvas Admin on behalf of PPS K-12 Canvas Admin <notifications@instructure.com>
To: skassouf@pps.net
Subject: Recent Canvas Notifications
Date: Sunday, June 2, 2024 6:16:02 PM

You're signed up to receive a daily report of some notifications from your Canvas
account. Below is the report for Jun 2:

Late Assignment: , Palestine-Israel Unit Final Essay

turned in: Jun 2 at 11:58am

Click to view

Late Assignment: , Palestine-Israel Unit Final Essay

turned in: Jun 2 at 4:56pm

Click to view

Update your notification settings



From: Suzanna Kassouf on behalf of Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net>
To: Bill Bigelow
Subject: Re: Israel-Hamas war and student writings/posters in hallway
Date: Monday, June 3, 2024 11:06:18 AM

Safe travels! 
apple

Ms. Kassouf
9th Grade Inquiry
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White Kids Feel
Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

On Mon, Jun 3, 2024 at 11:04 AM Bill Bigelow <  wrote:
Suzie, I think that sounds fine. See you later this week. Linda and I are on the road
back home. Bill

On Monday, June 3, 2024 at 10:05:35 AM PDT, Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net> wrote:

Hey Bill!

Thanks for this reply. Also, wow so inspiring about that protest in Philly!

Michael thinks I should maybe just not reply to the email. I think I'd like to avoid this target right now -
I'm trying to take a break from the stress!

<3

Suzie
apple

Ms. Kassouf
9th Grade Inquiry
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White Kids Feel Guilty’ Is a
Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold



"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

On Fri, May 31, 2024 at 3:31 PM Bill Bigelow <  wrote:
Suzie,

Good question. I do not know her writing, and of course, the Oregonian is not to
be trusted. It is hard to imagine that she would not turn whatever you said into a
criticism of the Grant administration, which could have ramifications down the
road. And it is hard to imagine that she could capture accurately what you were
doing with students -- and what the posters grew out of. It's a complicated history
and teaching, and her job is to play up the controversy, not be an educator. On the
other hand, if she is going to be writing about this, it may be good to get your voice
in there. I don't know. If you don't do it, probably best to decline in a way that
doesn't give her a quote -- i.e., instead of saying, "I don't care to comment on this,"
saying, "This is the end of the school year, and I'm devoting every moment to
commenting on student papers, so won't have time to talk." :)  But a tough one.

Bill

On Friday, May 31, 2024 at 10:06:33 AM PDT, Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net> wrote:

Hey Bill!

Do you think I should do this? I'm looking at her articles and she mostly writes about crime. Even
her framing of "Israel-Hamas War" makes me think this isn't the best person to talk to. I think it
might be better to just pass on this? What do you think?

Warmly,
Suzie
apple

Ms. Kassouf
9th Grade Inquiry
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White Kids Feel Guilty’ Is a
Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Aimee Green <agreen@oregonian.com>
Date: Thu, May 30, 2024 at 1:37 PM
Subject: Israel-Hamas war and student writings/posters in hallway
To: skassouf@pps.net <skassouf@pps.net>



Hi Suzanna,

I'm a reporter with The Oregonian. I'm working on a story about controversy
over discussions or displays having to do with the Israel-Hamas conflict. I have
been told that you posted your students' writings about the history of the
region and what is going on today, and that you were told by PPS to take them
down.

And that you, in turn, posted "Censored" posters in their place. 

I would like to talk to you and hear from you about what happened. And hear
your perspective, as well.

Can you give me a call? Don't know if you're around today, but this afternoon
or evening would be ideal. Sunday during the day is another option.

Sincerely,

Aimee Green
Reporter, The Oregonian
(503)294-5119 (land)
(503)913-4197 (cell)





























On Monday, June 3, 2024 at 01:24:03 PM PDT, Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net> wrote:

Hey Bill!

Can you send me the link to propose for NWTSJ? I think I'd like to submit a proposal to teach the
simulation!

<33
Suzie
apple

Ms. Kassouf
9th Grade Inquiry
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White Kids Feel Guilty’ Is a
Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish





From: Suzanna Kassouf on behalf of Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net>
To: Bill Bigelow
Subject: Re: NWTSJ
Date: Tuesday, June 4, 2024 9:18:17 AM

Oh great :) That sounds good to me. It was a lot to do 2 last year!

apple

Ms. Kassouf
9th Grade Inquiry
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White Kids Feel
Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

On Mon, Jun 3, 2024 at 5:28 PM Bill Bigelow <  wrote:
Suzie, I'll keep you posted. Depending on the year and the number workshop
proposals, we try to accept only one workshop per presenter, but there are
exceptions, too. Obviously, it would be great to have both the Palestine simulation
as well as the Imagining the Future -- very different.  Bill

On Monday, June 3, 2024 at 04:53:30 PM PDT, Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net> wrote:

Oh that would be awesome! I'd love to do that! I was thinking of leading 2 workshops?
apple

Ms. Kassouf
9th Grade Inquiry
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White Kids Feel Guilty’ Is a
Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

On Mon, Jun 3, 2024 at 4:14 PM Bill Bigelow <  wrote:
Hi Suzie, Workshop application is here: Workshop Proposal Application |





From: Jeremy Reinholt on behalf of Jeremy Reinholt <jreinhol@pps.net>
To: Michael Williams
Cc: Sara Deede; Angela DiPasquale; Mikaila Donaldson; Donald Gavitte; Jackson Gilbert; Suzanna Kassouf; David

LaPorte; Karen Lefere; Abraham Maletz; Carmel Ross; Gerald Scrutchions; Anne St Amant; Russell Peterson;
Andee Short; Morgan Hallabrin

Subject: Re: Newest Social Studies State Standards Draft
Date: Tuesday, June 4, 2024 5:08:20 PM

"preparation for preparing" is my new favorite phrase 

On Tue, Jun 4, 2024, 4:56 PM Michael Williams <mlwilliams@pps.net> wrote:
We shared the draft standards to reflect on in preparation for preparing for our assignments
for next year. The purpose is to determine which standards are we each explicitly
responsible to teach based on our teaching assignment. We decided to explore them
independently and then share ideas  at a later time. Below is what I suggest and my
reasoning:

US History
Standards

US History 1 through 12
World history 8 through 9

Cause and Effect
Determine the causes of World War I.
Analyze the political, social, economic, and cultural
developments following World War I.

Communities and Pluralism
Identify the characteristics of fascism, militarism, and
totalitarianism as exhibited in the rise of the authoritarian
regimes in Italy, Japan, Germany, and the Soviet Union
during the 1920s and 1930s
Determine the causes of World War II.
Identify the causes and effects of Japanese, Soviet, and
German colonial military occupation on civilians from 1910-
1945.
Analyze the political, social, economic, and cultural
developments following World War II.

Total standards for the year
27

AP Human Geography
Standards

Geography 1 through 11
World History 1 through 7

Continuity and Change
Analyze the development of political identity associated with
the nation-state and nationalism



 Analyze the political, social, and economic causes and
effects of industrialization in Europe and North America
between 1850 and the present 

Conflict and Cooperation 
Examine various means national and cultural groups used in
attempts to combat the power of European Imperialism
between 1750-1945.
Analyze and assess how superpower rivalries created new
political alliances, led to proxy wars, and resulted in the rise
of international organizations from 1945-1991.
Assess the effectiveness of organizations and institutions
designed to foster collaboration, compromise, and
development from 1945-present.
Analyze methods used by state and non-state actors in efforts
to decolonize, including protests, social media campaigns,
non-violent actions, boycotts, terrorism, guerilla warfare, and
other methods from 1945 to the present.
 Analyze causes and effects of political revolutions in
multiple global regions from 1789 to the present

Communities and Pluralism
Identify and explain the significance of the origins of
antisemitism.
Explain the significant events, public policies, and
experiences of the Holocaust.
Analyze primary documents to examine the role individual
bystanders, collaborators, and perpetrators played in the
implementation of Nazi policies against Jewish people and
other targeted groups, as well as the role of resisters in
opposing the Nazis and their policies within
Germanoccupied territory.
Evaluate the international community’s responses to the
persecution of Jews and other identity groups during the
Holocaust.
Analyze the conditions and responses to genocides of the
20th century.
Analyze efforts among nation-states and in the international
community’s efforts to hold perpetrators responsible for their
involvement in the Holocaust and other acts of genocide.

World History 14 through 19
Total standards for the year

24

Gov/Econ
Standards

Economics 1 through 15
Civics 1 through 19

Total standards for the year
34



Michael Williams
Currently reading Robert M. Sapolsky's, Behave: The Biology of Humans at Our Best and
Worst

On Wed, May 1, 2024 at 8:31 AM Michael Williams <mlwilliams@pps.net> wrote:
Social Studies department folks,

Attached is the draft of the new standards that we will soon be responsible for.

I will be using the adoption of the new standards as an opportunity to reexamine the
course content.

It would be nice if we could use this as an opportunity to create both rubrics and exam
questions that we will use in concert with one-another in shared courses. 

I would think the first step would be to assign standards to specific required courses and
then draft the rubrics and exam questions to fit those courses. 

Assigning the standard to a specific course does not limit that standard to just that one
course, but rather assigns the teacher of that course the responsibility to prioritize those
specific standards and ensure that students who earn credit for the course have met at least
those standards.

Michael Williams
Currently reading Elizabeth Strout's Olive Kitteridge 



From: PPS K-12 Canvas Admin on behalf of PPS K-12 Canvas Admin <notifications@instructure.com>
To: skassouf@pps.net
Subject: Recent Canvas Notifications
Date: Tuesday, June 4, 2024 6:16:43 PM

You're signed up to receive a daily report of some notifications from your Canvas
account. Below is the report for Jun 4:

Late Assignment: , Palestine-Israel Unit Final Essay

turned in: Jun 3 at 6:14pm

Click to view

Update your notification settings



From: Suzanna Kassouf on behalf of Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net>
To: Carmel Ross; Sara Deede; Jackson Gilbert
Subject: Fwd: Newest Social Studies State Standards Draft
Date: Wednesday, June 5, 2024 9:34:23 AM

I don't think we should have to do the World History standards. Especially considering how
much we need to fit in just for US history! What do you guys think?
apple

Ms. Kassouf
9th Grade Inquiry
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White Kids Feel
Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Michael Williams <mlwilliams@pps.net>
Date: Tue, Jun 4, 2024 at 4:56 PM
Subject: Re: Newest Social Studies State Standards Draft
To: Sara Deede <sdeede@pps.net>, Angela DiPasquale <adipasquale@pps.net>, Mikaila
Donaldson <mdonaldson@pps.net>, Donald Gavitte <dgavitte@pps.net>, Jackson Gilbert
<jagilbert@pps.net>, Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net>, David LaPorte
<dalaporte@pps.net>, Karen Lefere <klefere@pps.net>, Abraham Maletz
<amaletz@pps.net>, Jeremy Reinholt <jreinhol@pps.net>, Carmel Ross <cross1@pps.net>,
Gerald Scrutchions <gscrutchions@pps.net>, Anne St Amant <astamant@pps.net>, Russell
Peterson <rpeterso@pps.net>, Andee Short <ashort1@pps.net>, Michael Williams
<mlwilliams@pps.net>, Morgan Hallabrin <mhallabrin@pps.net>

We shared the draft standards to reflect on in preparation for preparing for our assignments for
next year. The purpose is to determine which standards are we each explicitly responsible to
teach based on our teaching assignment. We decided to explore them independently and then
share ideas  at a later time. Below is what I suggest and my reasoning:

US History
Standards

US History 1 through 12
World history 8 through 9

Cause and Effect
Determine the causes of World War I.



Analyze the political, social, economic, and cultural
developments following World War I.

Communities and Pluralism
Identify the characteristics of fascism, militarism, and
totalitarianism as exhibited in the rise of the authoritarian
regimes in Italy, Japan, Germany, and the Soviet Union during
the 1920s and 1930s
Determine the causes of World War II.
Identify the causes and effects of Japanese, Soviet, and German
colonial military occupation on civilians from 1910-1945.
Analyze the political, social, economic, and cultural
developments following World War II.

Total standards for the year
27

AP Human Geography
Standards

Geography 1 through 11
World History 1 through 7

Continuity and Change
Analyze the development of political identity associated with
the nation-state and nationalism
 Analyze the political, social, and economic causes and effects
of industrialization in Europe and North America between
1850 and the present 

Conflict and Cooperation 
Examine various means national and cultural groups used in
attempts to combat the power of European Imperialism
between 1750-1945.
Analyze and assess how superpower rivalries created new
political alliances, led to proxy wars, and resulted in the rise of
international organizations from 1945-1991.
Assess the effectiveness of organizations and institutions
designed to foster collaboration, compromise, and development
from 1945-present.
Analyze methods used by state and non-state actors in efforts
to decolonize, including protests, social media campaigns, non-
violent actions, boycotts, terrorism, guerilla warfare, and other
methods from 1945 to the present.
 Analyze causes and effects of political revolutions in multiple
global regions from 1789 to the present

Communities and Pluralism
Identify and explain the significance of the origins of
antisemitism.
Explain the significant events, public policies, and experiences
of the Holocaust.
Analyze primary documents to examine the role individual



bystanders, collaborators, and perpetrators played in the
implementation of Nazi policies against Jewish people and
other targeted groups, as well as the role of resisters in
opposing the Nazis and their policies within Germanoccupied
territory.
Evaluate the international community’s responses to the
persecution of Jews and other identity groups during the
Holocaust.
Analyze the conditions and responses to genocides of the 20th
century.
Analyze efforts among nation-states and in the international
community’s efforts to hold perpetrators responsible for their
involvement in the Holocaust and other acts of genocide.

World History 14 through 19
Total standards for the year

24

Gov/Econ
Standards

Economics 1 through 15
Civics 1 through 19

Total standards for the year
34

Michael Williams
Currently reading Robert M. Sapolsky's, Behave: The Biology of Humans at Our Best and
Worst

On Wed, May 1, 2024 at 8:31 AM Michael Williams <mlwilliams@pps.net> wrote:
Social Studies department folks,

Attached is the draft of the new standards that we will soon be responsible for.

I will be using the adoption of the new standards as an opportunity to reexamine the course
content.

It would be nice if we could use this as an opportunity to create both rubrics and exam
questions that we will use in concert with one-another in shared courses. 

I would think the first step would be to assign standards to specific required courses and
then draft the rubrics and exam questions to fit those courses. 

Assigning the standard to a specific course does not limit that standard to just that one
course, but rather assigns the teacher of that course the responsibility to prioritize those
specific standards and ensure that students who earn credit for the course have met at least



those standards.

Michael Williams
Currently reading Elizabeth Strout's Olive Kitteridge 



From: Suzanna Kassouf on behalf of Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net>
To: Jazmin Jinnah
Cc: Michelle Nicola; Saro Sabir; Jihad Qutub; Ruqayya Jarad; Mirna Ghamrawi; Molly Katzman
Subject: Re: Listening Session Questions
Date: Wednesday, June 5, 2024 12:22:14 PM

Hey everyone!

I'm working on my answers to the questions. I'm wanting to start by setting a little bit of the
context for the room (the genocide, apartheid, etc). Are others working on this or is it alright
with you if I just give a quick run down?

Warmly,
Suzie
apple

Ms. Kassouf
9th Grade Inquiry
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White Kids Feel
Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

On Wed, Jun 5, 2024 at 9:46 AM Jazmin Jinnah <jjinnah@pps.net> wrote:
Hi All,

Mirna just informed me that some of the bridges are being lifted from 2-6pm because of the
ships for the Rose City festival, so if you are coming from the West side, your travel might
take a bit longer. 

In addition, there is construction at the PEC. It is best to enter the visitor lot through N
Larrabee Ave to N Dixon St. You can also park at the Uhaul Storage area which is
accessible through N Larrabee Ave or N Benton Ave. Reach out with any questions!

Sincerely,

Jazmin

On Fri, May 31, 2024 at 11:45 AM Jazmin Jinnah <jjinnah@pps.net> wrote:
Hi All,

Hope you are well! Wanted to let you know that Dr. Adams asked Margaret and Dr.
Franco to attend the listening session. Unfortunately, Margaret is not able to attend due to



graduation ceremonies and we are awaiting Dr. Franco's response. The RESJ team will
also be there. 

Here are the edited questions: 
1. As a Palestinian, Arab, and or Muslim person what have been your recent

experiences in your role?
2. What support, if any, have you experienced from the district? What

questions do you have? 
3. What recommendations do you have for the district in terms of action

steps?

Please let me know about pre-reading. I will be out of office on Monday and
Tuesday but available by phone 971-706-3475. Lastly, you should have gotten a
calendar invite with the location. Reach out with any questions. 
Thanks everyone! 

Jazmin

-- 
Jazmin Jinnah
Pronouns: she, her, hers (what is this?) 
RESJ Professional Development Program Manager
Portland Public Schools
PPS Partnership Website
971-706-3475

-- 
Jazmin Jinnah
Pronouns: she, her, hers (what is this?) 
RESJ Professional Development Program Manager
Portland Public Schools
PPS Partnership Website
971-706-3475



From: Saro Sabir on behalf of Saro Sabir <ssabir@pps.net>
To: Jazmin Jinnah
Cc: Michelle Nicola; Jihad Qutub; Ruqayya Jarad; Mirna Ghamrawi; Molly Katzman; Suzanna Kassouf
Subject: Re: Listening Session Questions
Date: Wednesday, June 5, 2024 12:43:22 PM

Hi all, 
I hope this message finds you well.
First off, I want to express my apologies for missing the last meeting and to let you
know that I will unfortunately be unable to attend today’s meeting. As a Muslim, I feel
deeply concerned about the current situation in Gaza and its impact on our
communities. What I have been feeling is that when people talk with me, I could see it
in their eyes,  that they want to express what’s going on, yet they choose to either
show their support softly as in coming to me with a quiet voice to say “hey I am sorry
for what’s been happening over there” and I don’t know how I feel about that as in
was that how you show your support to other people because it feels like you’re sort
of ashamed to speak of it loudly and I believe it's crucial that we address how we
interact with and support each other during these challenging times. So, I feel it's
important to normalize how we interact with Arab and Palestinian individuals etc. We
should avoid speaking to them in a tone that suggests they are hiding from being
recognized by the public. This kind of approach, while well-intentioned, I am sure, can
come across as the opposite of support  rather than supportive. Perhaps there should
be a workshop around that focused on normalizing these interactions as I believe that
happens when there is a lack of education on what actually is happening over there.
Such a workshop could guide people on how to check on our BIOPIC families in our
community with the same respect and directness that people extend to their Jewish
communities, etc. I hope that helps.
Please share my thoughts and feelings at today's meeting and I appreciate everyone
for doing this.

Salaam (peace)

Sarkawt Sabir He/Him/His
Licensed Substitute Teacher
Licensed English Language Arts Teacher (ELA)  
Arabic Teacher  
Cell: 503-515-7856 
E: ssabir@pps.net
Portland Public Schools

"In diversity, there's beauty and there's strength" Maya Angelou 

                    



On Wed, Jun 5, 2024 at 12:22 PM Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net> wrote:
Hey everyone!

I'm working on my answers to the questions. I'm wanting to start by setting a little bit of the
context for the room (the genocide, apartheid, etc). Are others working on this or is it alright
with you if I just give a quick run down?

Warmly,
Suzie
apple

Ms. Kassouf
9th Grade Inquiry
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White Kids
Feel Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

On Wed, Jun 5, 2024 at 9:46 AM Jazmin Jinnah <jjinnah@pps.net> wrote:
Hi All,

Mirna just informed me that some of the bridges are being lifted from 2-6pm because of
the ships for the Rose City festival, so if you are coming from the West side, your travel
might take a bit longer. 

In addition, there is construction at the PEC. It is best to enter the visitor lot through N
Larrabee Ave to N Dixon St. You can also park at the Uhaul Storage area which is
accessible through N Larrabee Ave or N Benton Ave. Reach out with any questions!

Sincerely,

Jazmin

On Fri, May 31, 2024 at 11:45 AM Jazmin Jinnah <jjinnah@pps.net> wrote:
Hi All,

Hope you are well! Wanted to let you know that Dr. Adams asked Margaret and Dr.
Franco to attend the listening session. Unfortunately, Margaret is not able to attend due
to graduation ceremonies and we are awaiting Dr. Franco's response. The RESJ team
will also be there. 

Here are the edited questions: 



1. As a Palestinian, Arab, and or Muslim person what have been your
recent experiences in your role?

2. What support, if any, have you experienced from the district? What
questions do you have? 

3. What recommendations do you have for the district in terms of action
steps?

Please let me know about pre-reading. I will be out of office on Monday and
Tuesday but available by phone 971-706-3475. Lastly, you should have gotten a
calendar invite with the location. Reach out with any questions. 
Thanks everyone! 

Jazmin

-- 
Jazmin Jinnah
Pronouns: she, her, hers (what is this?) 
RESJ Professional Development Program Manager
Portland Public Schools
PPS Partnership Website
971-706-3475

-- 
Jazmin Jinnah
Pronouns: she, her, hers (what is this?) 
RESJ Professional Development Program Manager
Portland Public Schools
PPS Partnership Website
971-706-3475



From: PPS K-12 Canvas Admin on behalf of PPS K-12 Canvas Admin <notifications@instructure.com>
To: skassouf@pps.net
Subject: Recent Canvas Notifications
Date: Wednesday, June 5, 2024 6:22:31 PM

You're signed up to receive a daily report of some notifications from your Canvas
account. Below is the report for Jun 5:

Late Assignment:  Palestine-Israel Unit Final Essay

turned in: Jun 5 at 8:55am

Click to view

Update your notification settings



From: PPS K-12 Canvas Admin on behalf of PPS K-12 Canvas Admin <notifications@instructure.com>
To: skassouf@pps.net
Subject: Recent Canvas Notifications
Date: Thursday, June 6, 2024 6:21:59 PM

You're signed up to receive a daily report of some notifications from your Canvas
account. Below is the report for Jun 6:

Late Assignment: , Palestine-Israel Unit Final Essay

turned in: Jun 5 at 10:31pm

Click to view

Late Assignment: , Summative: 1948 Independence or Nakba?

turned in: Jun 6 at 12:27am

Click to view

Late Assignment:  Palestine-Israel Unit Final Essay

turned in: Jun 6 at 1:03pm

Click to view

Late Assignment: , Palestine-Israel Unit Final Essay

turned in: Jun 6 at 3:02pm

Click to view

Update your notification settings





From: Suzanna Kassouf on behalf of Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net>
To:
Subject: Re: Grade
Date: Friday, June 7, 2024 9:57:40 AM

Hi 

I just graded your Palestine essay - nice work!

I will grade all late work last so it'll take me a few more days to get to your interior
monologue.

Thank you for your hard work!

Warmly,
apple

Ms. Kassouf
9th Grade Inquiry
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White Kids Feel
Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

On Thu, Jun 6, 2024 at 11:08 PM  <
wrote:

Hello Mrs kassouf I am emailing you to ask if you graded my final essay and interior
monologue because I got half of the full mark on both and or if I really just did that bad and
if so could you look at the essay I fixed the grammar errors and the layout because it’s
weighing me my grades down and I’m trying my best to get an A please and thank you 

Hope this finds you well.
 



From: Ruqayya Jarad on behalf of Ruqayya Jarad <rjarad@pps.net>
To: Suzanna Kassouf
Subject: Re:
Date: Friday, June 7, 2024 11:59:09 AM

This is perfect, yes, please send it and thank you so much! 
Are you able to join in their next meeting?
Thank you

Ruqayya Jarad
Arabic Teacher, Lincoln High School
rjarad@pps.net

"Yesterday I was clever, so I wanted to change the world. Today I am wise, so I
am changing myself.” -Rumi

On Fri, Jun 7, 2024 at 10:36 AM Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net> wrote:
Hi Ruqayya,

Thank YOU. It was so moving to hear you speak on Wednesday.

Thank you for inviting me on Sunday! Normally, I would love to go but I'm actually really
busy this Sunday. I'm happy to send along what I prepared and write up anything else you
think could be helpful/

Warmly,
Suzanna

apple

Ms. Kassouf
9th Grade Inquiry
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White Kids
Feel Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

On Thu, Jun 6, 2024 at 9:05 PM Ruqayya Jarad <rjarad@pps.net> wrote:

Hello Suzanna,

It was a great meeting yesterday. I am very proud of your courage and your ability to



speak up!

I want to share with you information about a nonprofit organization called the American
Council for Palestine (ACP) in Portland, Oregon. Their mission is: "We are a nonpartisan
organization dedicated to advocating for the Palestinian people's right to live in peace and
dignity."

Additionally, the board of the organization would like to hear from you about the listening
session that we had yesterday. Are you available this Sunday 6/9 at 4:30 PM?

Please let me know if you are available so we go can meet them at the Beaverton Library-
Conferences room A

Thank you so much

Ruqayya Jarad
Arabic Teacher, Lincoln High School
rjarad@pps.net

"Yesterday I was clever, so I wanted to change the world. Today I am wise, so I
am changing myself.” -Rumi





























From: PPS K-12 Canvas Admin on behalf of PPS K-12 Canvas Admin <notifications@instructure.com>
To: skassouf@pps.net
Subject: Recent Canvas Notifications
Date: Friday, June 7, 2024 6:20:58 PM

You're signed up to receive a daily report of some notifications from your Canvas
account. Below is the report for Jun 7:

Late Assignment: , Palestine-Israel Unit Final Essay

turned in: Jun 6 at 9:54pm

Click to view

Late Assignment:  Palestine-Israel Unit Final Essay

turned in: Jun 6 at 9:59pm

Click to view

Late Assignment:  Palestine-Israel Unit Final Essay

turned in: Jun 7 at 9:44am

Click to view

Late Assignment:  Palestine-Israel Unit Final Essay

turned in: Jun 7 at 11:48am

Click to view

Submission Comment:  Palestine-Israel Unit Final Essay, 9th Grade
Inquiry-P2-Kassouf

 just made a new comment on the submission for  for
Palestine-Israel Unit Final Essay.

Click to view

Update your notification settings



From: PPS K-12 Canvas Admin on behalf of PPS K-12 Canvas Admin <notifications@instructure.com>
To: skassouf@pps.net
Subject: Recent Canvas Notifications
Date: Saturday, June 8, 2024 6:25:31 PM

You're signed up to receive a daily report of some notifications from your Canvas
account. Below is the report for Jun 8:

Late Assignment:  Palestine-Israel Unit Final Essay

turned in: Jun 7 at 11:26pm

Click to view

Late Assignment:  Palestine-Israel Unit Final Essay

turned in: Jun 8 at 1:53pm

Click to view

Submission Comment:  Palestine-Israel Unit Final Essay, 9th Grade
Inquiry-P2-Kassouf

 just made a new comment on the submission for  for Palestine-
Israel Unit Final Essay.

Click to view

Update your notification settings



From:  on behalf of  <
To: skassouf@pps.net
Subject: Grading my essay
Date: Monday, June 10, 2024 8:44:33 AM

I have turned in my palestine-israel essay. I'm sorry it was so late I have had it done but just
haven't turned it in. If you could grade that soon I would really appreciate it.

Thanks, -



From: PPS K-12 Canvas Admin on behalf of PPS K-12 Canvas Admin <notifications@instructure.com>
To: skassouf@pps.net
Subject: Recent Canvas Notifications
Date: Monday, June 10, 2024 6:26:19 PM

You're signed up to receive a daily report of some notifications from your Canvas
account. Below is the report for Jun 10:

Late Assignment:  Palestine-Israel Unit Final Essay

turned in: Jun 9 at 10:11pm

Click to view

Late Assignment:  GRADED small group discussion! (Promises)

turned in: Jun 10 at 12:16pm

Click to view

Update your notification settings



From: Mykhiel Deych on behalf of Mykhiel Deych <mdeych@pps.net>
To: Suzanna Kassouf
Cc: Alex Luboff; Amaru Moon; Christopher Lodore; Daniel Gyu; Greta West; Hannah Fisher; Holly Johnsen; Jacob

Romee; Jeremy Reinholt; Julia Kirkpatrick; Lynn Yarne; Martin Alvarez Ruberte; Meghan Thornburg; Michela
Byrne; Michelle Nicola; Michelle Singler Nielsen; Sara Deede; Stephanie D"Cruz; Tiffany Halsey

Subject: Re: April Meeting Doodle Poll: EDUs 4 EQT
Date: Tuesday, June 11, 2024 9:16:55 AM

Sadly, I can’t make it today either. I miss you all though! Thank you for all your persistence,
Julia. Should we try again next year? Fresh start, bright eyes, bright hearts (that is my prayer). 

Mx. Mykhiel Deych. they | them
English Language Arts 
QSA Adviser
Grant High School
Current Student Load: 187

On Tue, Jun 11, 2024 at 9:13 AM Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net> wrote:
I can't make it anymore either! I hurt my neck and need to get some PT. Thank you for
organizing us Julia!

apple

Ms. Kassouf
9th Grade Inquiry
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White Kids
Feel Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

On Tue, Jun 11, 2024 at 9:02 AM Lynn Yarne <lyarne@pps.net> wrote:
I have another meeting scheduled at that time but hope to catch up with you all next year!

Lynn Yarne
Grant High School Visual Arts
I work with 212 students // Target number of students is 160

On Tue, Jun 11, 2024 at 9:00 AM Julia Kirkpatrick <jkirkpatrick@pps.net> wrote:
Hi all! Checking in about the meeting today. There's only 2 people who have RSVP'd
yes. If more people can make it, I think we should still hold the meeting. If not, let's



cancel. Let me know! 

On Tue, Jun 4, 2024 at 8:39 AM Julia Kirkpatrick <jkirkpatrick@pps.net> wrote:
I scheduled it for next week, since we have department meetings today.

On Mon, Jun 3, 2024 at 6:21 PM Mykhiel Deych <mdeych@pps.net> wrote:
Is the EDU4EQT meeting still on even though we are supposed to meet with our
departments tomorrow?

Mx. Mykhiel Deych. they | them
English Language Arts 
QSA Adviser
Grant High School
Current Student Load: 187

On Mon, Jun 3, 2024 at 3:39 PM Julia Kirkpatrick <jkirkpatrick@pps.net> wrote:
I'll send a calendar invite for the 11th, and Holly we can take notes! 

On Fri, May 31, 2024 at 1:29 PM Holly Johnsen <hjohnsen@pps.net> wrote:
I have a 504 meeting that afternoon (6/11), but you don't need to work
around me if I'm the only one who can't make it. 

On Fri, May 31, 2024 at 9:00 AM Julia Kirkpatrick <jkirkpatrick@pps.net>
wrote:

That would work for me! 

On Fri, May 31, 2024 at 8:48 AM Michelle Nicola <mnicola@pps.net> wrote:
Next Tuesday there is a staff meeting.
But Tuesday the 11th- could we meet then?

On Thu, May 30, 2024 at 10:51 AM Michelle Singler Nielsen
<msinglernielsen@pps.net> wrote:

I will unfortunately be out next week on FMLA.  Sorry to miss it but I
hope the meeting goes well!

~Michelle

On Thu, May 30, 2024 at 10:31 AM Suzanna Kassouf
<skassouf@pps.net> wrote:

Sounds good to me!

apple

Ms. Kassouf



9th Grade Inquiry
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory
‘Makes White Kids Feel Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca
and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

On Thu, May 30, 2024 at 10:25 AM Julia Kirkpatrick
<jkirkpatrick@pps.net> wrote:

I love all of these ideas! I'll also add that the hearing about the cease
fire posters is going to be next week during 7th period on Friday (6/7),
and the Teach for Palestine know your rights info session this week
on Tuesday was so amazing (shout out Amaru and Holly) and
inspiring! 

How about we meet next Tuesday after school to talk about next year,
goals, and communications, and I put together a "button lunch" for
Wednesday to strategize about the grievance?

On Tue, May 28, 2024 at 9:21 AM Michelle Nicola
<mnicola@pps.net> wrote:

I would suggest having a meeting where we set up norms (things
like: how do we challenge each others' thinking and give feedback,
what info do we text v. what is an email) and set goals for ourselves
for next year. I believe the more organized we are, the stronger we
are, so we may want to meet and talk about roles and what everyone
is able to contribute so it doesn't fall to one person AND ALSO
people are giving at a level that is sustainable to them. 

I have childcare issues, but I could potentially pick up  and
bring him back here for an after school meeting. Otherwise, any
Tuesday we don't have a staff meeting would work for me.

THANK YOU Julia, for continuing to organize a time to gather us!

On Wed, May 22, 2024 at 3:13 PM Holly Johnsen
<hjohnsen@pps.net> wrote:

I could meet again, but I'm not sure what the meeting
would be about. 

On Wed, May 22, 2024 at 1:16 PM Julia Kirkpatrick
<jkirkpatrick@pps.net> wrote:

Do folks want to have one more paid after school meeting this
year? If so, I can put together a doodle poll for timing. Let me



know! Hope y'all are surviving the long haul that is May. 

On Wed, Apr 10, 2024 at 1:13 PM Julia Kirkpatrick
<jkirkpatrick@pps.net> wrote:

Hi friends! A few things: 

- Please fill out this doodle poll for our April 1 hour (paid)
meeting. We talked about using this meeting to have a "know
your rights" session, share resources for talking about
genocide and other racially charged topics, and
support/amplify APIA's student fundraiser for Palestine. You
don't have to have attended previous meetings to go to this
one. 

- Do you want to help facilitate the April meeting on this
topic? It means an extra hour of paid time to plan. If so, reply
all to the email thread, and we can figure out our facilitators.
I'll volunteer myself as one

- Next week button lunch on Wednesday!

-- 
Julia Kirkpatrick
she/her 
English Language Arts
Grant High School 
Current case load: 136
Check out my classroom library wish list!

Currently reading: 
Crook Manifesto, Colson Whitehead (audiobook via Libby)
Loaners: The Making of a Street Library, Ben Hodgson & Laura 
Moulton
Pleasure Activism, adrienne maree brown

-- 
Julia Kirkpatrick
she/her 
English Language Arts
Grant High School 
Current case load: 136
Check out my classroom library wish list!

Currently reading: 
Worthy, Jaida Pinkett Smith (audiobook via Libby)



In the Future There Are No Hospitals: Writings by Care Workers

-- 
Michelle Nicola
Instructional Coach
Grant High School
pronouns: she/her/hers
office: 220
email: mnicola@pps.net
phone: 503.916.5160 x85220
website: aberturas culturales
____________________________
“Another world is not only possible, she is on her way. On a quiet day, I can hear her
breathing.” ― Arundhati Roy

-- 
Julia Kirkpatrick
she/her 
English Language Arts
Grant High School 
Current case load: 136
Check out my classroom library wish list!

Currently reading: 
Worthy, Jaida Pinkett Smith (audiobook via Libby)
In the Future There Are No Hospitals: Writings by Care Workers

-- 
Michelle Nicola
Instructional Coach
Grant High School
pronouns: she/her/hers
office: 220
email: mnicola@pps.net
phone: 503.916.5160 x85220
website: aberturas culturales
____________________________
“Another world is not only possible, she is on her way. On a quiet day, I can hear her



breathing.” ― Arundhati Roy

-- 
Julia Kirkpatrick
she/her 
English Language Arts
Grant High School 
Current case load: 136
Check out my classroom library wish list!

Currently reading: 
Worthy, Jaida Pinkett Smith (audiobook via Libby)
In the Future There Are No Hospitals: Writings by Care Workers

-- 
Julia Kirkpatrick
she/her 
English Language Arts
Grant High School 
Current case load: 136
Check out my classroom library wish list!

Currently reading: 
Worthy, Jaida Pinkett Smith (audiobook via Libby)
In the Future There Are No Hospitals: Writings by Care Workers

-- 
Julia Kirkpatrick
she/her 
English Language Arts
Grant High School 
Current case load: 136
Check out my classroom library wish list!

Currently reading: 
Worthy, Jaida Pinkett Smith (audiobook via Libby)



In the Future There Are No Hospitals: Writings by Care Workers

-- 
Julia Kirkpatrick
she/her 
English Language Arts
Grant High School 
Current case load: 136
Check out my classroom library wish list!

Currently reading: 
Worthy, Jaida Pinkett Smith (audiobook via Libby)
In the Future There Are No Hospitals: Writings by Care Workers



From: Linda Christensen on behalf of Linda Christensen <lmc@lclark.edu>
To: Suzanna Kassouf
Cc: Rebecca Hawk
Subject: Re: Repeat your workshop at NWTSJ in Seattle?
Date: Tuesday, June 11, 2024 10:02:12 AM

Thanks for your responses. July 1 is the proposal deadline. Becca, you could definitely do the
workshop on your own, especially now that it’s been test driven. But you could also invite
another OWP teacher to co present or a colleague. 

Happy slide into summer! 

Linda Christensen
Editor, Rethinking Schools
Pronouns: She/Her
lmc@lclark.edu

On Tue, Jun 11, 2024 at 8:25 AM Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net> wrote:
Hi Becca and Linda!

Becca: happy last week of school!!

Linda, I'm already presenting a workshop with Tim. I was considering submitting a proposal
for a simulation lesson I made this year on Israel's apartheid, but Bill told me NWTSJ
usually likes to only select presenters for one workshop a year. That sounded good to me
since leading 2 last year was sort of a lot.

Becca, how would you feel about presenting our workshop on your own? :)

Warmly,
Suzanna
apple

Ms. Kassouf
9th Grade Inquiry
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White Kids
Feel Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish



On Tue, Jun 11, 2024 at 7:01 AM Rebecca Hawk <rhawk@pps.net> wrote:
Hi Linda!
You definitely did email us about this- sorry for my slow response- the end of the year is
really swirling! 

I'm open to facilitating our session again but am waiting on finding out our fall schedule at
Sunnyside- We have a few special events in October whose dates have not been
announced yet (Harvest Fair, Outdoor school, etc.) When is your deadline for knowing if
we can make it?

In other news, I taught our session to my class a few weeks ago so now I have insights
from middle schoolers (and middle school poem examples!)

On Mon, Jun 10, 2024 at 8:44 PM Linda Christensen <lmc@lclark.edu> wrote:
Hi Becca and Suzanna,

I could swear that I wrote and asked the two of you to resubmit your amazing
workshop on humanizing homelessness for the upcoming NWTSJ conference
in Seattle. It is a wonderful workshop and our group would love for you to
teach it again this year if you are willing. 

Hope the end of your year is a love fest. 

Be well,

Linda
Linda Christensen
Editor, Rethinking Schools
Pronouns: She/Her
lmc@lclark.edu

-- 
Rebecca Hawk
She, her, hers



From: Michelle Nicola on behalf of Michelle Nicola <mnicola@pps.net>
To: Meghan Thornburg
Cc: Lynn Yarne; Alex Luboff; Amaru Moon; Christopher Lodore; Daniel Gyu; Greta West; Hannah Fisher; Holly

Johnsen; Jacob Romee; Jeremy Reinholt; Julia Kirkpatrick; Martin Alvarez Ruberte; Michela Byrne; Michelle
Singler Nielsen; Mykhiel Deych; Sara Deede; Stephanie D"Cruz; Suzanna Kassouf; Tiffany Halsey

Subject: Re: April Meeting Doodle Poll: EDUs 4 EQT
Date: Tuesday, June 11, 2024 12:46:05 PM

Meghan!

I will so miss seeing you in the halls and chatting. You have such a bright spirit and I know
that the school that hires you is a very lucky school! Please stop by and visit us from time to
time! I am so grateful for all that you and Yvonne did to streamline study hall, and for the
communication about kids.

all my best to you friend,
Michelle 

On Tue, Jun 11, 2024 at 12:38 PM Meghan Thornburg <mthornburg@pps.net> wrote:
Hi everyone!

I also won't be able to make it today :(

I also want to express my appreciation for each of you! It has
been lovely to get to know you all, thanks for all you do here at
Grant. This is my last year at Grant as I am seeking a full-time
social work position. 

Good luck with the group next year!
Meghan

On Tue, Jun 11, 2024 at 9:02 AM Lynn Yarne <lyarne@pps.net> wrote:
I have another meeting scheduled at that time but hope to catch up with you all next year!

Lynn Yarne
Grant High School Visual Arts
I work with 212 students // Target number of students is 160

On Tue, Jun 11, 2024 at 9:00 AM Julia Kirkpatrick <jkirkpatrick@pps.net> wrote:
Hi all! Checking in about the meeting today. There's only 2 people who have RSVP'd
yes. If more people can make it, I think we should still hold the meeting. If not, let's
cancel. Let me know! 

On Tue, Jun 4, 2024 at 8:39 AM Julia Kirkpatrick <jkirkpatrick@pps.net> wrote:
I scheduled it for next week, since we have department meetings today.

On Mon, Jun 3, 2024 at 6:21 PM Mykhiel Deych <mdeych@pps.net> wrote:



Is the EDU4EQT meeting still on even though we are supposed to meet with our
departments tomorrow?

Mx. Mykhiel Deych. they | them
English Language Arts 
QSA Adviser
Grant High School
Current Student Load: 187

On Mon, Jun 3, 2024 at 3:39 PM Julia Kirkpatrick <jkirkpatrick@pps.net> wrote:
I'll send a calendar invite for the 11th, and Holly we can take notes! 

On Fri, May 31, 2024 at 1:29 PM Holly Johnsen <hjohnsen@pps.net> wrote:
I have a 504 meeting that afternoon (6/11), but you don't need to work
around me if I'm the only one who can't make it. 

On Fri, May 31, 2024 at 9:00 AM Julia Kirkpatrick <jkirkpatrick@pps.net>
wrote:

That would work for me! 

On Fri, May 31, 2024 at 8:48 AM Michelle Nicola <mnicola@pps.net> wrote:
Next Tuesday there is a staff meeting.
But Tuesday the 11th- could we meet then?

On Thu, May 30, 2024 at 10:51 AM Michelle Singler Nielsen
<msinglernielsen@pps.net> wrote:

I will unfortunately be out next week on FMLA.  Sorry to miss it but I
hope the meeting goes well!

~Michelle

On Thu, May 30, 2024 at 10:31 AM Suzanna Kassouf
<skassouf@pps.net> wrote:

Sounds good to me!

apple

Ms. Kassouf
9th Grade Inquiry
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory
‘Makes White Kids Feel Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca



and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

On Thu, May 30, 2024 at 10:25 AM Julia Kirkpatrick
<jkirkpatrick@pps.net> wrote:

I love all of these ideas! I'll also add that the hearing about the cease
fire posters is going to be next week during 7th period on Friday (6/7),
and the Teach for Palestine know your rights info session this week
on Tuesday was so amazing (shout out Amaru and Holly) and
inspiring! 

How about we meet next Tuesday after school to talk about next year,
goals, and communications, and I put together a "button lunch" for
Wednesday to strategize about the grievance?

On Tue, May 28, 2024 at 9:21 AM Michelle Nicola
<mnicola@pps.net> wrote:

I would suggest having a meeting where we set up norms (things
like: how do we challenge each others' thinking and give feedback,
what info do we text v. what is an email) and set goals for ourselves
for next year. I believe the more organized we are, the stronger we
are, so we may want to meet and talk about roles and what everyone
is able to contribute so it doesn't fall to one person AND ALSO
people are giving at a level that is sustainable to them. 

I have childcare issues, but I could potentially pick up Javi and
bring him back here for an after school meeting. Otherwise, any
Tuesday we don't have a staff meeting would work for me.

THANK YOU Julia, for continuing to organize a time to gather us!

On Wed, May 22, 2024 at 3:13 PM Holly Johnsen
<hjohnsen@pps.net> wrote:

I could meet again, but I'm not sure what the meeting
would be about. 

On Wed, May 22, 2024 at 1:16 PM Julia Kirkpatrick
<jkirkpatrick@pps.net> wrote:

Do folks want to have one more paid after school meeting this
year? If so, I can put together a doodle poll for timing. Let me
know! Hope y'all are surviving the long haul that is May. 

On Wed, Apr 10, 2024 at 1:13 PM Julia Kirkpatrick
<jkirkpatrick@pps.net> wrote:

Hi friends! A few things: 

- Please fill out this doodle poll for our April 1 hour (paid)



meeting. We talked about using this meeting to have a "know
your rights" session, share resources for talking about
genocide and other racially charged topics, and
support/amplify APIA's student fundraiser for Palestine. You
don't have to have attended previous meetings to go to this
one. 

- Do you want to help facilitate the April meeting on this
topic? It means an extra hour of paid time to plan. If so, reply
all to the email thread, and we can figure out our facilitators.
I'll volunteer myself as one

- Next week button lunch on Wednesday!

-- 
Julia Kirkpatrick
she/her 
English Language Arts
Grant High School 
Current case load: 136
Check out my classroom library wish list!

Currently reading: 
Crook Manifesto, Colson Whitehead (audiobook via Libby)
Loaners: The Making of a Street Library, Ben Hodgson & Laura 
Moulton
Pleasure Activism, adrienne maree brown

-- 
Julia Kirkpatrick
she/her 
English Language Arts
Grant High School 
Current case load: 136
Check out my classroom library wish list!

Currently reading: 
Worthy, Jaida Pinkett Smith (audiobook via Libby)
In the Future There Are No Hospitals: Writings by Care Workers

-- 
Michelle Nicola



Instructional Coach
Grant High School
pronouns: she/her/hers
office: 220
email: mnicola@pps.net
phone: 503.916.5160 x85220
website: aberturas culturales
____________________________
“Another world is not only possible, she is on her way. On a quiet day, I can hear her
breathing.” ― Arundhati Roy

-- 
Julia Kirkpatrick
she/her 
English Language Arts
Grant High School 
Current case load: 136
Check out my classroom library wish list!

Currently reading: 
Worthy, Jaida Pinkett Smith (audiobook via Libby)
In the Future There Are No Hospitals: Writings by Care Workers

-- 
Michelle Nicola
Instructional Coach
Grant High School
pronouns: she/her/hers
office: 220
email: mnicola@pps.net
phone: 503.916.5160 x85220
website: aberturas culturales
____________________________
“Another world is not only possible, she is on her way. On a quiet day, I can hear her
breathing.” ― Arundhati Roy



-- 
Julia Kirkpatrick
she/her 
English Language Arts
Grant High School 
Current case load: 136
Check out my classroom library wish list!

Currently reading: 
Worthy, Jaida Pinkett Smith (audiobook via Libby)
In the Future There Are No Hospitals: Writings by Care Workers

-- 
Julia Kirkpatrick
she/her 
English Language Arts
Grant High School 
Current case load: 136
Check out my classroom library wish list!

Currently reading: 
Worthy, Jaida Pinkett Smith (audiobook via Libby)
In the Future There Are No Hospitals: Writings by Care Workers

-- 
Julia Kirkpatrick
she/her 
English Language Arts
Grant High School 
Current case load: 136
Check out my classroom library wish list!

Currently reading: 
Worthy, Jaida Pinkett Smith (audiobook via Libby)
In the Future There Are No Hospitals: Writings by Care Workers

-- 
Julia Kirkpatrick



she/her 
English Language Arts
Grant High School 
Current case load: 136
Check out my classroom library wish list!

Currently reading: 
Worthy, Jaida Pinkett Smith (audiobook via Libby)
In the Future There Are No Hospitals: Writings by Care Workers

-- 
Meghan Thornburg (she/her/hers)
Social Work Intern & Study Hall Monitor at Grant High School

Where to find me in the building:
-Counseling Center 8 a.m.-12 p.m. 
            Office 120L Mondays and Wednesdays
            Office 120K Tuesdays and Fridays
-Upper Commons 12 p.m.-3:30 p.m. Monday through Friday

-- 
Michelle Nicola
Instructional Coach
Grant High School
pronouns: she/her/hers
office: 220
email: mnicola@pps.net
phone: 503.916.5160 x85220
website: aberturas culturales
____________________________
“Another world is not only possible, she is on her way. On a quiet day, I can hear her breathing.” ― Arundhati Roy



From: PPS K-12 Canvas Admin on behalf of PPS K-12 Canvas Admin <notifications@instructure.com>
To: skassouf@pps.net
Subject: Recent Canvas Notifications
Date: Tuesday, June 11, 2024 6:23:07 PM

You're signed up to receive a daily report of some notifications from your Canvas
account. Below is the report for Jun 11:

Late Assignment:  Summative: Interior Monologue

turned in: Jun 10 at 10:45pm

Click to view

Late Assignment:  Palestine-Israel Unit Final Essay

turned in: Jun 11 at 1:58pm

Click to view

Update your notification settings



From: PPS K-12 Canvas Admin on behalf of PPS K-12 Canvas Admin <notifications@instructure.com>
To: skassouf@pps.net
Subject: Recent Canvas Notifications
Date: Wednesday, June 12, 2024 6:21:34 PM

You're signed up to receive a daily report of some notifications from your Canvas
account. Below is the report for Jun 12:

Late Assignment: , Palestine-Israel Unit Final Essay

turned in: Jun 12 at 5:24pm

Click to view

Update your notification settings





Google LLC, 1600 Amphitheatre Parkway, Mountain View, CA 94043,
USA
You have received this email because skassouf@pps.net shared a file
or folder located in Google Drive with you.



From: PPS K-12 Canvas Admin on behalf of PPS K-12 Canvas Admin <notifications@instructure.com>
To: skassouf@pps.net
Subject: Recent Canvas Notifications
Date: Saturday, June 15, 2024 6:17:58 PM

You're signed up to receive a daily report of some notifications from your Canvas
account. Below is the report for Jun 15:

Late Assignment: , Palestine-Israel Unit Final Essay

turned in: Jun 14 at 8:17pm

Click to view

Update your notification settings





















































































































From: Ruqayya Jarad on behalf of Ruqayya Jarad <rjarad@pps.net>
To: Najwa Sweilem; Saro Sabir; Jihad Qutub; Jazmin Jinnah; Mirna Ghamrawi; Suzanna Kassouf; Molly Katzman;

Michelle Nicola
Subject: PCRF - Portland: At The Park For a Cause
Date: Monday, July 8, 2024 5:31:21 PM

Hello,
Please help us to achieve our goal and buy an ultrasound machine for a hospital in Palestine!
We really appreciate your support

https://www.pcrf.net/event/portland-atthepark-2024.html

Ruqayya Jarad



































































































From: Suzanna Kassouf on behalf of Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net>
To: Matt Reed
Subject: Fwd: Grievance response - Just Cause
Date: Sunday, August 11, 2024 3:50:48 PM
Attachments: Grant HS Just Cause Level 1 Grievance Response July 8, 2024.pdf

apple

Ms. Kassouf
9th Grade Inquiry
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White Kids Feel
Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Genevieve Rough <grough@pps.net>
Date: Fri, Aug 9, 2024 at 2:33 PM
Subject: Grievance response - Just Cause
To: Julia Kirkpatrick <jkirkpatrick@pps.net>
CC: Sunshine McFaul-Amadoro <smcfaulamadoro@pps.net>, Michelle Nicola
<mnicola@pps.net>, Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net>, James McGee
<jmcgee3@pps.net>

Hi, everyone,

I am attaching the response to the grievance you filed in the Spring of 2024. I would be
happy to talk through any remaining questions you have, but hope most of them were
answered in this response.

Thank you, 

Genevieve Rough, SHRM-CP

Senior Director, Employee and Labor Relations

Portland Public Schools

Office: 503-916-3042



Cell: 971-678-6302

 

Confidentiality notice:  This email message may contain confidential information.  If you have received the message by
mistake, please notify us immediately by replying to this message or telephoning us, and do not review, disclose, copy or
distribute it.  





























From: Russell Peterson on behalf of Russell Peterson <rpeterso@pps.net>
To: Angela DiPasquale; Carmel Ross; Karen Lefere; Sara Deede; Suzanna Kassouf
Subject: Historiography
Date: Friday, August 23, 2024 8:06:50 AM
Attachments: whose-terrorism.pdf

Radicalization of Luke Skywalker.docx
What al-Quaeda Wants.pdf
W. Bush Response to bin Laden.pdf
Someone elses history.pdf
Landrieu on Memorials in NOLA.docx

Good morning y'all - 
Here are the materials I'll be using to kick things off by way of introducing
the concept of historiography and interpretation of events (and the
importance of whose story is being told, power, word choice and voice in
reading primary docs.)
 - RP





From: Suzanna Kassouf on behalf of Suzanna Kassouf <
To: Suzanna Kassouf
Subject: Fwd: Meeting Agenda for Monday, August 26th at 2pm
Date: Friday, August 23, 2024 12:15:58 PM

When it's over, I want to say: all my life I was a bride married to amazement. I was the bridegroom taking the world in my arms. // Mary Oliver

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Adam Sanchez <adam@rethinkingschools.org>
Date: Fri, Aug 23, 2024 at 10:52 AM
Subject: Re: Meeting Agenda for Monday, August 26th at 2pm
To: Suzanna Kassouf <

Hey Suzie,
If you look in my US History Week 1 folder from 2022-2023 school year you'll find some of what I did. I start with a "Building Connections"
mixer that I stole from Bill and adapted — did some stuff around the syllabus and being a gradeless classroom (it was my first time
experimenting with no grades) and then went into an infographics lesson about "Is the U.S. living up to it's ideals?" which I love starting with
(because the answer is obviously no). You can find that all here:
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B0DVus1gtyWifjRCQlJjOVUwY3gwVzNpUHJjanRXbU5acWxkNWJsRnNWS21XRHROODZJNmM?
resourcekey=0-WVvP_mVuwz0b7eo-a5ZmaQ&usp=drive_link

In my AFAM classes I've always started with a unit on BLM/policing which could be a cool place to start. You can see that in the AFAM
folders (I think you're shared on that, but let me know if you have questions).
-Adam

On Fri, Aug 23, 2024 at 11:39 AM Suzanna Kassouf <  wrote:
Thank you for all your work Adam and Bill (and all!!!). Selfishly, I'm wondering if anyone who has some thoughts on how to kick off US
History for 9th graders might be willing to stay on the call and give me a few tips after our meeting Monday.

Thank you all!!

On Fri, Aug 23, 2024 at 5:00 AM Adam Sanchez <adam@rethinkingschools.org> wrote:
Hi Teaching Palestine comrades,
Very much looking forward to our final meeting. Still much to do before August 31st, but I can see the finish line for the first time! Here's a
zoom link for our meeting on Monday, August 26th at 2pm PST/5pm EST:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85683867868

Here's the proposed agenda:

1. Talking to Young Children About Palestine (attached) - RS was sent a longer version of this piece which we plan on looking at for
the magazine, but we wondered if this shorter excerpt would work paired with the Sitti's Bird lesson.

2. ANTIZIONIST ABECEDARIAN - Best of the Jewish anti-Zionist poems I had sent out previously. Wanted to have an official vote
about including it in our new Politics of antisemitism section (which currently is the only section with no poetry).

3. Pedagogical Approaches to Teaching About Gaza (revised draft from Samia)
4. Resources (attached) - Bill sent out a first draft earlier this week. We thought it would be good to briefly discuss.
5. Introduction - review notes from in person meeting (at the bottom of the document) and discuss further.

Warmly,
Adam

-- 

When it's over, I want to say: all my life I was a bride married to amazement. I was the bridegroom, taking the world into my arms. // Mary Oliver
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17th Annual Northwest Teaching for Social Justice
Conference

October 26, 2024

From: Bill Bigelow on behalf of Bill Bigelow <marketing@rethinkingschools.org>
To: Suzie Kassouf
Subject: Register today for NWTSJ!
Date: Monday, September 16, 2024 11:42:27 AM



Dear Oregon, Washington, Alaska, and British Columbia Rethinking
Schools friends,

Registration is now open for the 17th Annual Northwest Teaching for Social
Justice Conference – held this year on Saturday, October 26, at Chief Sealth
International High School in Seattle. Please join us for this festival of wisdom,
conscience, and idea-sharing. Register here.

As always, Rethinking Schools is a co-sponsor, and we'll be there with a full
complement of books and magazines, along with other social justice resource
providers. Lots of Rethinking Schools editors and writers will be leading
sessions. Linda Christensen is doing two workshops: "Nurturing a Rainbow of
Resistance to Anti-LGBTQ+ Laws," and "No More Elegies: Building the Habit of
Joy in the Classroom." RS editor Wayne Au is leading "Understanding Asian
American Students and the Model Minority Stereotype." Editor Moé Yonamine
is offering "'We Are Not Drowning – We Are Fighting': Teaching Climate
Change, Island Solidarity, and Indigenous Rights." Editor Ursula Wolfe-Rocca
leads "Deportations on Trial: Mexican Americans During the Great Depression."
And I will do a session on "Teaching the Seeds of Violence in Palestine-Israel."

Rethinking Schools editor Jesse Hagopian will emcee and join the conversation
in our concluding afternoon keynote panel: "Teach Palestine" with Rethinking
Schools writers Samia Shoman and Suzanna Kassouf, and Dr. Alice Rothchild,
who worked in Palestine and has written two novels for young people.

Other Rethinking Schools writers leading workshops include Alison Schmitke
("Decolonizing the Oregon Trail: Anticolonial Teaching Strategies for
Elementary Classrooms" and "A Breath of Fresh Air: What Abbott
Elementary Gets Right"), Suzanna Kassouf and Tim Swinehart ("Imagining the
Future: Helping Students Picture Climate Justice"), Maika Yeigh ("Radical
Agency in the Classroom: SEL as Social Justice"), Jaydra Johnson ("Welcome
Poems: Using Poetry to Create Safe and Welcoming School Communities" and
"From Ode to Essay: Writing in Praise of the Places We Love"), Sandra Childs
("Censorship and Book-Banning: Inviting Students into the Conversation"), Ty
Marshall ("Fighting for Trans Lives in Our Schools"), Arlene Inouye
("Foundations and Futures: Advancing Ethnic Studies Through Asian American
Pacific Islander Curricula"), Katy Alexander ("It's a Big Fat Deal: How Schools



































From: Suzanna Kassouf on behalf of Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net>
To: Jeremy Reinholt
Subject: Re: Posters
Date: Thursday, September 19, 2024 9:50:50 AM

Exactly
apple

Ms. Kassouf
Living in the U.S.
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White Kids Feel
Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

On Thu, Sep 19, 2024 at 9:50 AM Jeremy Reinholt <jreinhol@pps.net> wrote:
I don't know what she means by "advocacy posters."  I have Palestinian Lives Matter signs
up, but the district has explicitly stated that they support and allow Black Lives Matter
posters on classroom walls... so it *can't* be that, right? 

On Thu, Sep 19, 2024 at 9:48 AM Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net> wrote:
Ridiculous!!!!!
apple

Ms. Kassouf
Living in the U.S.
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White Kids
Feel Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

On Thu, Sep 19, 2024 at 9:25 AM Jeremy Reinholt <jreinhol@pps.net> wrote:

---------- Forwarded message ---------



From: Jessika Magnett <jmagnett@pps.net>
Date: Thu, Sep 19, 2024 at 9:17 AM
Subject: Posters
To: Jeremy Reinholt <jreinhol@pps.net>
Cc: Devra Sigle-Hermosilla <dsiglehermosilla@pps.net>, James McGee
<jmcgee3@pps.net>

Jeremy,

James and I decided to remove your new posters from the hallway facing
window. As per our discussion, teaching aids such as this need to not be seen by
passersby as they are not privy to the context and content of your lessons. 
Furthermore, if the focus of your lesson is truly the protest rather than the
message, then you need to diversify the posters to include other protest topics so
it’s not just a Gaza focus--that is how the posters would align with the neutrality
requirement. Additionally, you will need to remove the advocacy posters
that you have around your classroom. I have your other posters in my office.
Feel free to stop by and get them. 

-- 
With gratitude,

Jessika Magnett (she/her/hers)
Vice Principal Curriculum and Instruction
Grant High School
503-916-5160

--
"The brain physically grows through challenge and stretch, expanding its
ability to do more complex thinking and learning. The brain’s main purpose is
to get smarter at surviving and thriving in life.” --Zaretta Hammond

-- 
Number of students = 179

Room 229

"Not everything that is faced can be changed, but nothing can be changed until it is
faced." - James Baldwin

"The academy is not paradise.  But learning is a place where paradise can be created. 
The classroom, with all its limitations, remains a location of possibility.  In that field
of possibility we have the opportunity to labor for freedom, to demand of ourselves
and our comrades, an openness of mind and heart that allows us to face reality even
as we collectively imagine ways to move beyond boundaries, to transgress.  This is
education as the practice of freedom." - bell hooks 

















From: Cierra Kaler-Jones on behalf of Cierra Kaler-Jones <cierra@rethinkingschools.org>
To: skassouf@pps.net
Subject: Away from Email Re: In These Times Palestine piece
Date: Monday, October 7, 2024 5:15:08 PM

Hello!
Thank you for your email. I am currently out of the office and will return on Tuesday, October
8th. 

In the meantime: 

Check out the fall issue of our magazine. 
Consider an annual magazine subscription for yourself or a comrade.
For $18 subscriptions, use discount code JOY18 at checkout. 
Support our work with a one-time or sustaining monthly donation. 
Peruse one of our many books. 

Wishing you a joy-filled day. 

With gratitude,
Cierra

-- 
Cierra Kaler-Jones, Ph.D.
she/her
Executive Director
Rethinking Schools 
https://rethinkingschools.org/

 

      
 Subscribe to our magazine. 

"The role of the artist is to make the revolution irresistible." - Toni Cade Bambara

 

















From: Russell Peterson on behalf of Russell Peterson <rpeterso@pps.net>
To: Karen Lefere; Angela DiPasquale; Carmel Ross; Sara Deede; Suzanna Kassouf; Jackson Gilbert
Subject: LIUS Native America
Date: Tuesday, October 8, 2024 4:03:43 PM
Attachments: Native America Unit Plan 2024.docx

500 nations project.docx
Cycle of Settlement project.docx

Hey y'all - I'm just launching the unit on Native America (and the Great
West .. because the West is best) - wanted to share the big picture and the
stuff my kiddos are doing the next bit.
Have a few GREAT documentaries to share (as well as some other vids) - I'll
pass those on in a bit. (The cycle of settlement project is an "end of unit"
review project, but I wanted to include here just because.)

The essential questions we're answering are:

1)     How did Native Americans resist the loss of their lands and
culture?

2)     What responsibilities do minority groups have to assimilate into
majority culture?  What responsibilities does majority culture have to
accommodate minority cultures?

3)     Evaluate the historical evidence around the American cycle of
settlement of the West: what conclusions do you draw about the
justification of Manifest Destiny? What conclusions do you support
around the tensions of accommodations of minority groups and the
expectation of assimilation into the majority?

4) Identify elements of the "Mythical West" - who created this myth?
Why has it become such an important part of our national identity? 
What is NOT being told in this narrative?

As ever - keep, adapt, revise or reject.

Cheers - RP
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17th Annual Northwest Teaching for Social Justice
Conference

October 26, 2024

From: Bill Bigelow on behalf of Bill Bigelow <marketing@rethinkingschools.org>
To: Suzie Kassouf
Subject: NW Teaching for Social Justice Conference, Oct. 26 – "soul-filling, hope-feeling"
Date: Wednesday, October 9, 2024 12:21:39 PM



Dear Oregon, Washington, British Columbia, and Alaska Rethinking
Schools friends,

We are about three weeks away from the 17th Annual Northwest Teaching for
Social Justice Conference – Saturday, October 26. Chief Sealth International
High School. 

Register now.

As one participant wrote on Facebook after last year's NWTSJ Conference at
Parkrose High School in Portland, it was "a soul-filling, hope-feeling, heart-
touching, inspirational experience."

Please join Rethinking Schools editors Wayne Au, Linda Christensen, Jesse
Hagopian, Ursula Wolfe-Rocca, Moé Yonamine, Elizabeth Barbian, and me –
 and social justice educators from around the Northwest – for this
annual teaching for joy and justice celebration and idea-exchange.

Our morning keynoter is the magnificent Marshall Islands performance poet
and climate envoy, Kathy Jetñil-Kijiner, whose work is used throughout the
world. Our afternoon keynote panel, "Teach Palestine," will focus on stories and
strategies for teaching truthfully and critically about Palestine-Israel – and
discuss some of the pushback this teaching inevitably entails. Panelists
are Jesse Hagopian, Samia Shoman, and Suzanna Kassouf (co-editors of
our newest book, Teaching Palestine: Lessons, Stories, Voices), and Dr. Alice
Rothchild, retired ob-gyn, author and filmmaker, with 25 years experience in
Palestine-Israel. 

Register now.

Please stop by our Rethinking Schools tables to say hello.

Warmly,
Bill Bigelow

Register





From: Suzanna Kassouf on behalf of Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net>
To:
Subject: Re: Interview Questions
Date: Wednesday, October 9, 2024 4:17:43 PM
Attachments: AAA3Election Speech (2).pdf

Hi 

Thanks for chatting today. Here are the political speech guidelines I was telling you about:

Warmly,
apple

Ms. Kassouf
Living in the U.S.
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White Kids Feel
Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

On Wed, Oct 9, 2024 at 3:42 PM Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net> wrote:
Hi 

SO sorry I forgot! On my way to 297

Warmly,
apple

Ms. Kassouf
Living in the U.S.
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White Kids
Feel Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish



On Wed, Oct 9, 2024 at 3:38 PM  <  wrote:
Hi again,

I went to room 297 and 295 and I didn't see you, are you still able to do the interview?

Thanks,

On Tue, Oct 8, 2024 at 3:27 PM Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net> wrote:
Sounds good - thank you, 

apple

Ms. Kassouf
Living in the U.S.
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White
Kids Feel Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

On Tue, Oct 8, 2024 at 3:24 PM  <  wrote:
Hi,

This is  here are some of the questions to think about before the interview
tomorrow:

1. Just to confirm, is it true that you were asked to take down posters from your class
which were supporting Palestine?
(Assuming that the answer to the question above is yes):
2. Could you explain the background for why you put the posters up in the first place /
what are your opinions on the Israel-Palestine conflict? 
3. Who asked you to take them down? How did they ask you?
4. What was your reaction?
5. How do you feel about the PPS policy which allows the administration to do this?
6. What are your thoughts on PAT's response to the policy?
7. Do you know any other people who you think I should talk to regarding this?

These questions might change depending on where the interview takes us, but this is
my general outline as of now.

Best,



From: Suzanna Kassouf on behalf of Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net>
To:
Subject: Re: Interview Questions
Date: Wednesday, October 9, 2024 8:13:15 PM

Hi again 

One thing I started to mention and forgot to finish is that admin/the district didn’t ask me to
take down my “release the hostages” sign for several days after I was directed to take down
the “ceasefire” sign. I had to mention it to them several times before it was removed. I think
that shows the clear bias here.

Warmly,

apple

Ms. Kassouf
Living in the U.S.
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White Kids Feel
Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

On Wed, Oct 9, 2024 at 4:17 PM Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net> wrote:
Hi 

Thanks for chatting today. Here are the political speech guidelines I was telling you about:

Warmly,
apple

Ms. Kassouf
Living in the U.S.
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White Kids
Feel Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold



"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

On Wed, Oct 9, 2024 at 3:42 PM Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net> wrote:
Hi 

SO sorry I forgot! On my way to 297

Warmly,
apple

Ms. Kassouf
Living in the U.S.
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White Kids
Feel Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

On Wed, Oct 9, 2024 at 3:38 PM  <  wrote:
Hi again,

I went to room 297 and 295 and I didn't see you, are you still able to do the interview?

Thanks,

On Tue, Oct 8, 2024 at 3:27 PM Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net> wrote:
Sounds good - thank you, 

apple

Ms. Kassouf
Living in the U.S.
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White
Kids Feel Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold



"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

On Tue, Oct 8, 2024 at 3:24 PM  <  wrote:
Hi,

This is  here are some of the questions to think about before the interview
tomorrow:

1. Just to confirm, is it true that you were asked to take down posters from your
class which were supporting Palestine?
(Assuming that the answer to the question above is yes):
2. Could you explain the background for why you put the posters up in the first
place / what are your opinions on the Israel-Palestine conflict? 
3. Who asked you to take them down? How did they ask you?
4. What was your reaction?
5. How do you feel about the PPS policy which allows the administration to do this?
6. What are your thoughts on PAT's response to the policy?
7. Do you know any other people who you think I should talk to regarding this?

These questions might change depending on where the interview takes us, but this is
my general outline as of now.

Best,



































From:  on behalf of  <
To: Suzanna Kassouf
Subject: Re: Interview Questions
Date: Monday, October 14, 2024 9:32:06 AM

Hi,

I'll make sure to include that.

On Sun, Oct 13, 2024 at 9:04 AM Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net> wrote:
Hi 

One more thing: if possible, I would like the article to make it clear that the directive to take
down posters came from the district, not from our admin. Also, what I forgot to mention is
that admin never tried to stop me from teaching about Palestine-Israel and I really appreciate
that. My fight and disappointment is much more with the district than with the admin at our
school.

Thank you!

Warmly,

apple

Ms. Kassouf
Living in the U.S.
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White Kids
Feel Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

On Thu, Oct 10, 2024 at 10:28 AM  <  wrote:
Thank you so much!

On Wed, Oct 9, 2024 at 4:17 PM Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net> wrote:
Hi 

Thanks for chatting today. Here are the political speech guidelines I was telling you
about:





On Tue, Oct 8, 2024 at 3:27 PM Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net> wrote:
Sounds good - thank you, 

apple

Ms. Kassouf
Living in the U.S.
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes
White Kids Feel Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

On Tue, Oct 8, 2024 at 3:24 PM  <
wrote:

Hi,

This is  here are some of the questions to think about before the interview
tomorrow:

1. Just to confirm, is it true that you were asked to take down posters from your
class which were supporting Palestine?
(Assuming that the answer to the question above is yes):
2. Could you explain the background for why you put the posters up in the first
place / what are your opinions on the Israel-Palestine conflict? 
3. Who asked you to take them down? How did they ask you?
4. What was your reaction?
5. How do you feel about the PPS policy which allows the administration to do
this?
6. What are your thoughts on PAT's response to the policy?
7. Do you know any other people who you think I should talk to regarding this?

These questions might change depending on where the interview takes us, but
this is my general outline as of now.

Best,



From: Russell Peterson on behalf of Russell Peterson <rpeterso@pps.net>
To: Angela DiPasquale; Suzanna Kassouf; Sara Deede; Jackson Gilbert; Karen Lefere; Carmel Ross
Subject: LIUS Funnel activity on Native America
Date: Monday, October 14, 2024 12:09:23 PM
Attachments: DBQ The Trail of Tears.docx

Tecumseh Confronts Gov Harrison.pdf
Tecumseh Opposes White Settlement.pdf
Tecumseh"s Spech to Osages.pdf
Andrew Jackson On Indian Removal.docx
Trail of Tears data.docx
andrew jackson indian removal .pdf
Black Seminoles.pdf
cherokee seminole removal.pdf
Cherokees.pdf
Indian Removal Problems to Consider.pdf
Jackson Administration.pdf
Missionaries & Northern Reformers.pdf
Plantation Owners & Farmers.pdf

Hey y'all - I'll be running a funnel activity on Tecumseh and Bigelow's
Indian Removal Act role-play this week (and prolly into n next week) -
sharing with you here.  Considering walking my classes through the Trail of
Tears DBQ (also included here.)

Feel free to adapt, delete, ignore or adapt as you see fit.
-  Cheers - 
RP
PS: not sure just  yet which version of Tecumseh's speech I'll give my
students, so I am including several...





























From: Gabriel Higuera on behalf of Gabriel Higuera <gabriel.higuera@pcc.edu>
To: sdeede@pps.net; mdonaldson@pps.net; dgavitte@pps.net; jagilbert@pps.net; skassouf@pps.net;

ashort1@pps.net; astamant@pps.net
Subject: Call for Youth Presenters: PCC"s 7th Ethnic Studies Youth Conference
Date: Wednesday, October 16, 2024 1:11:11 PM
Attachments: ESYC Fall 2024.pdf

ESYC Spring 2024 Program.pdf

Hi, I'm Gabriel Higuera, Ethnic Studies faculty at Portland Community College. 

We would love for you to attend PCC's 7th Ethnic Studies Youth Conference, on Friday
December 6th, 2024, and spread the invitation to your students.
We are inviting students from throughout Oregon to share their research, art, and voices on
panels of their peers, moderated by scholars and community leaders. Community
organizations and higher education institutions will be tabling, including Oregon State
University, Pacific University, and Western University.
More information can also be found at https://www.criticaleducators.org/youth-
conference.html.
Attached also is a flyer, as well as the program from our most recent youth conference.
Thank you, and wishing you a wonderful and safe school year.
Respectfully,
Gabriel

-- 
Gabriel Antonio Higuera, PhD 
Instructor, Ethnic Studies 
Portland Community College





















From: Suzanna Kassouf on behalf of Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net>
To: Lynn Yarne
Subject: Re: WED Fundraiser opportunity for Free Palestine Shirts
Date: Friday, October 18, 2024 2:43:02 PM
Attachments: IMG 3423.PNG

IMG 3424.PNG

Oh my pleasure! It was great having them there and the students really did a great job :)
apple

Ms. Kassouf
Living in the U.S.
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White Kids Feel
Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

On Fri, Oct 18, 2024 at 2:42 PM Lynn Yarne <lyarne@pps.net> wrote:
BTW,  said the conversation in your class was SOOOOOO AWESOME. They were
really excited about everything they saw. Big thank you!

Lynn Yarne
Grant High School Visual Arts
CTE Screen Printing
Advisor to the Asian Pacific Islander Alliance 

On Fri, Oct 18, 2024 at 2:30 PM Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net> wrote:
Unfortunately I'm busy on Wednesday, but this seems like a great use of the funds!

apple

Ms. Kassouf
Living in the U.S.
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White Kids
Feel Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold



"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

On Fri, Oct 18, 2024 at 2:12 PM Lynn Yarne <lyarne@pps.net> wrote:
Hi Team,

I got a confirmation this morning that Jawaher (super awesome local Palestinian baker)
is making a spot for our group to sell our Free Palestine shirts. Will you 'reply all' to
the group if you are available to vend on Wed eve?

The fundraiser is for 3 specific families who are currently in Gaza. Would you all be ok
to put the funds raised in this event to support these families?

Have a good weekend!



Lynn Yarne
Grant High School Visual Arts
CTE Screen Printing
Advisor to the Asian Pacific Islander Alliance 



From:  on behalf of  <
To: Suzanna Kassouf
Cc: Lynn Yarne;      
Subject: Re: WED Fundraiser opportunity for Free Palestine Shirts
Date: Monday, October 21, 2024 9:48:45 AM
Attachments: IMG 3423.PNG

IMG 3424.PNG

I sadly don't know if I will be able to make it on Wednesday, but this looks great! 

On Fri, Oct 18, 2024 at 2:30 PM Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net> wrote:
Unfortunately I'm busy on Wednesday, but this seems like a great use of the funds!

apple

Ms. Kassouf
Living in the U.S.
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White Kids
Feel Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

On Fri, Oct 18, 2024 at 2:12 PM Lynn Yarne <lyarne@pps.net> wrote:
Hi Team,

I got a confirmation this morning that Jawaher (super awesome local Palestinian baker) is
making a spot for our group to sell our Free Palestine shirts. Will you 'reply all' to the
group if you are available to vend on Wed eve?

The fundraiser is for 3 specific families who are currently in Gaza. Would you all be ok to
put the funds raised in this event to support these families?

Have a good weekend!





Lynn Yarne
Grant High School Visual Arts
CTE Screen Printing
Advisor to the Asian Pacific Islander Alliance 













that didn’t indicate how they racially identify, so there could be a few more in
that group. I can imagine it can be a lonely experience, so I hope even meeting
one new Arab teacher will be meaningful. 

Would you like to attend the whole Summit? It’s 9:30 - 5 and it’s shaping up to
be an incredible day. There’s also a catered reception 6-8:30 at Sheraton PDX
with a DJ. Let me know and I’ll put you on the registration list. I’ll send you a
bit more info from my laptop when I get to my office. 

You’ll receive an email from Violeta Alvarez Lucio from Meyer Memorial
Trust in the next two weeks with a community payment agreement. 

With care,
Bekah

Sent from my iPhone

On Oct 23, 2024, at 8:22 AM, Suzanna Kassouf
<skassouf@pps.net> wrote:

Hi Bekah,

I'd be happy to do this! It would be nice to meet other Arab
teachers.

Warmly,
Suzanna
apple

Ms. Kassouf
Living in the U.S.
Grant High School
2024-2026 Prentiss Charney Fellow
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race
Theory ‘Makes White Kids Feel Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula
Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

On Tue, Oct 22, 2024 at 3:25 PM Bekah Sabzalian







I am very much hoping to have Arab
representation and experience presenting at the
Summit. Could you point me towards any other
Middle Eastern educators advocating for
Palestinian students rights and teaching these
current events? We will have a student panel and
would like to ask a high school student to speak if
you know any Palestinian student leaders who
would be interested? They are compensated for
their time as are all breakout session presenters.
Not sure if that changes anything for you but you
would receive a $400 community payment for a 75
minute breakout session.

Thank you in advance for your time and
consideration. I know you must be very busy even
beyond your teaching duties. Even though we don't
know each other, I am sending you my support and
solidarity. 

With care,
Bekah

On Fri, Oct 18, 2024 at 2:06 PM Suzanna Kassouf
<skassouf@pps.net> wrote:

Hi Bekah,

Thanks so much for the invite. At the moment, I'm
beyond capacity so I regretfully need to decline. I hope
the conference goes well!

Warmly,
Suzanna
apple

Ms. Kassouf
Living in the U.S.
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical
Race Theory ‘Makes White Kids Feel Guilty’ Is a
Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold





to explore the power they have to change it" Muhammad Ali

Did you notice my font is large? This is
done for accessibility purposes. It
is recommended to use at least 14pt font
size, with Arial or Verdana (sans serif)
fonts being the most legible.

-- 
Bekah Sabzalian, (She/Hers)
Mother. Teacher. Education Equity Consultant.

"Impossible is just a big word thrown around by small men who
find it easier to live in a world they've been given than to explore
the power they have to change it" Muhammad Ali

Did you notice my font is large? This is
done for accessibility purposes. It
is recommended to use at least 14pt font
size, with Arial or Verdana (sans serif) fonts
being the most legible.



From: Suzanna Kassouf on behalf of Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net>
To:
Subject: Re: Grant Mag Interview about Israel/Palestine Posters
Date: Sunday, October 27, 2024 9:48:47 AM

Hi 

I’d say just speak from the heart :) you were there and have lots of intelligent things to say. I
gave them a full interview as well and am interested in the story they will write!

Warmly,

apple

Ms. Kassouf
Living in the U.S.
Grant High School
2024-2026 Prentiss Charney Fellow
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White Kids Feel
Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

On Sun, Oct 27, 2024 at 8:07 AM  <  wrote:
Hi Ms Kassouf,

I have been approached by Grant Mag and they want to do an interview with me about your
Israel/Palestine posters being taken down last year. (I'm assuming you've been talked to as
well.) I've asked them what questions they will be asking me, so I don't know exactly what
topics they want me to talk about. Is there anything that you want me to say about the issue?
More importantly, what not to say? I don't want to misrepresent you in any way. 

Thanks,





Living in the U.S.
Grant High School
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White Kids
Feel Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

On Fri, Oct 18, 2024 at 2:12 PM Lynn Yarne <lyarne@pps.net> wrote:
Hi Team,

I got a confirmation this morning that Jawaher (super awesome local Palestinian baker)
is making a spot for our group to sell our Free Palestine shirts. Will you 'reply all' to
the group if you are available to vend on Wed eve?

The fundraiser is for 3 specific families who are currently in Gaza. Would you all be ok
to put the funds raised in this event to support these families?

Have a good weekend!





Lynn Yarne
Grant High School Visual Arts
CTE Screen Printing
Advisor to the Asian Pacific Islander Alliance 



From: Suzanna Kassouf on behalf of Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net>
To: ssi@oyanokai.org
Subject:  2025 SSI Reference
Date: Tuesday, October 29, 2024 2:04:39 PM

To whom it may concern,

I am writing today to offer my recommendation for  for the Sapporo Summer
Institute.

I had the pleasure of being  social studies teacher last year during his freshman year at
Grant High School. During our year together, we explored complicated and
controversial topics like power, identity, and culture with a heavy focus on Palestine-Israel.

 displayed an incredible ability to hold multiple truths, listen to varied perspectives, think
critically and demonstrate a strong understanding of complex topics. Importantly,  treated
his classmates with respect and care, even those with opinions quite different from his own. I
remember in particular an essay that he wrote on the current laws of Israel.  went above
and beyond in this essay, researching the United Nations' definition of apartheid and laying
out a compelling argument. While doing so, he coached a classmate who was writing a similar
essay from a different perspective, carefully listening to his opinions and offering thoughtful
insight based on his investigation and knowledge.

 had almost perfect attendance during class last year, always arriving early or on time and
always excusing any absences, quickly making up missed work. He is above average when it
comes to responsible scholarship.

Additionally,  and I had several conversations throughout the year in which he shared with
me his love of and passion for learning the Japanese language and culture. He has already
spent time in home-stays in Japan and has studied the language and culture for over 10 years.

 is a strongly motivated, independent learner, leader, and kind and compassionate
classmate. Any program would benefit from his participation.

Please do not hesitate to reach out to me with any questions about my time teaching 

Warmly,
Suzanna Kassouf
apple

Ms. Kassouf
Living in the U.S.
Grant High School
2024-2026 Prentiss Charney Fellow
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White Kids Feel
Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold



"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish



From: Yukiji Saito on behalf of Yukiji Saito <yukiji.saito@oyanokai.org>
To: Suzanna Kassouf
Cc: ssi@oyanokai.org
Subject: Re:  2025 SSI Reference
Date: Tuesday, October 29, 2024 5:13:54 PM

Thank you for your email.
I am confirming we received your reference letter. 

Yukiji Saito/斉藤 幸路

Oya No Kai - Co-President/Education Support

On Tue, Oct 29, 2024 at 2:04 PM 'Suzanna Kassouf' via ssi <ssi@oyanokai.org> wrote:
To whom it may concern,

I am writing today to offer my recommendation for  for the Sapporo Summer
Institute.

I had the pleasure of being  social studies teacher last year during his freshman year at
Grant High School. During our year together, we explored complicated and
controversial topics like power, identity, and culture with a heavy focus on Palestine-Israel.

 displayed an incredible ability to hold multiple truths, listen to varied perspectives, think
critically and demonstrate a strong understanding of complex topics. Importantly,  treated
his classmates with respect and care, even those with opinions quite different from his own.
I remember in particular an essay that he wrote on the current laws of Israel.  went above
and beyond in this essay, researching the United Nations' definition of apartheid and laying
out a compelling argument. While doing so, he coached a classmate who was writing a
similar essay from a different perspective, carefully listening to his opinions and offering
thoughtful insight based on his investigation and knowledge.

 had almost perfect attendance during class last year, always arriving early or on time and
always excusing any absences, quickly making up missed work. He is above average when
it comes to responsible scholarship.

Additionally,  and I had several conversations throughout the year in which he shared
with me his love of and passion for learning the Japanese language and culture. He has
already spent time in home-stays in Japan and has studied the language and culture for over
10 years.

 is a strongly motivated, independent learner, leader, and kind and compassionate
classmate. Any program would benefit from his participation.

Please do not hesitate to reach out to me with any questions about my time teaching 

Warmly,
Suzanna Kassouf





From:  on behalf of  <
To: Suzanna Kassouf
Subject: Re: Recommendation request
Date: Tuesday, October 29, 2024 6:54:43 PM

Awesome, thank you so much. I hope you feel better soon.

On Tue, Oct 29, 2024 at 2:05 PM Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net> wrote:
Hi 

Now it's my turn to apologize for my late reply. I have sent off your recommendation. Good
luck and keep me posted - they'd be lucky to have you!

Warmly,
apple

Ms. Kassouf
Living in the U.S.
Grant High School
2024-2026 Prentiss Charney Fellow
my pronouns are she/hers

Suggested read: Why the Narrative That Critical Race Theory ‘Makes White Kids
Feel Guilty’ Is a Lie by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca and Christie Nold

"Without hope we are lost." - Mahmoud Darwish

On Sun, Oct 20, 2024 at 11:20 PM  <  wrote:
Hi, sorry for the late reply. I believe I would be a strong candidate for this program due to
my motivation, independence, and enthusiasm for exploring new ideas and
perspectives. I've been wanting to go on this trip ever since I’ve heard about it, seeing it as
a chance to deepen my understanding of Japanese language and culture. I'm excited to
apply the language skills I've picked up over 10 years of studying Japanese in real-world
situations while studying and doing homestays in Japan. I am a very independent learner
who can motivate and do hard things on my own, and I like challenges and new
experiences. In your class, I learned more about thinking critically, and learned to analyze
various perspectives and engage with nuanced discussions about important topics that I
learned to a level uncommon for people in the US, strongly demonstrating my ability to
empithise well and talk through differences in opinions, which are valuble skills to
take when immersing myself in a new culture and having complex interations. It would
mean a lot for me to go, so thank you for writing a letter for me.
best regards,

On Tue, Oct 15, 2024 at 11:27 AM Suzanna Kassouf <skassouf@pps.net> wrote:
Hi 




































